Town of Poestenkill
Town Board Meeting
7pm- Town Hall
May 12th, 2022
(not approved at time of distribution)

	Voting Members
	 
	Non-Voting Members

	Keith Hammond, Town Supervisor
Eric Wohlleber, Deputy Supervisor
June Butler, Councilwoman
David Hass, Councilman
Harold Van Slyke, Councilman
	 
	Susan Horton, Town Clerk
Andy Gilchrist, Town Attorney


 
Motion by Councilman Hass, seconded by Councilwoman Butler, and carried that the monthly bills had been audited for payment. 
Supervisor Hammond stated that we would be opening the meeting with the Resolution for the Girls Basketball Team at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Public Comment Period. 

Supervisor Hammond opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and that a Resolution
honoring the Averill Park Girls Basketball team on winning the 2022 Class A New York State Public High School Athletic Association Girls Championship will be read by Deputy Supervisor, Eric Wohlleber. 
RESOLUTION #8-2022 – 
Honoring the Averill Park Girls Basketball team on winning the 2022 Class A (NYSPHSAA) Girls Championship. Resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Poestenkill hereby congratulates the Averill Park High School Girls Basketball team and congratulates them in winning the Class A NYSPHSAA State Basketball Championship. 
MOVED BY:		Councilman Wohlleber
SECONDED BY:	Councilman Van Slyke

VOTED UPON AS FOLLOWS:
Councilwoman Butler		YES
Councilman Hass		YES
Councilman Wohlleber	YES
Councilman Van Slyke	YES
Supervisor Hammond		YES

Board members congratulated the girls on a successful season. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Susan Kalafut said that she had been requested to explore options for the Town website, to see the level of interest by the Town Board. She said that her research had uncovered one individual, the sister of the Town Librarian. She said that this person has had extensive experience, including the Cornell Cooperative Organization and she felt that this would be a good match for Poestenkill. Susan noted that Procurement Policies would have to be explored and followed. She said that, at this time, she wanted to see if the Town was interested in her exploring more options. She said that she would be happy to work with Eric Wohlleber on this item. The Town Board members indicated that they would take Susan’s input under advisement and that the subject would be discussed at a future date. 

G. Pattenaude discussed the upcoming CCCDW meeting, scheduled for May 19th at 7 PM. He said that the decision had been made that the meeting would be held by ZOOM rather than at the VFW, due to Covid-19. He said that anyone wanting to attend can get the link information at the CCCDW website. 

T. Russell, Planning Board Chairman, requested some time at the end of the meeting to discuss a Reichards Farm Road Grant. 

TOWN CLERK’S MINUTES -  
Motion by Wohlleber, seconded by Councilman Van Slyke and an oral vote of 5 ayes to accept the Town Clerk’s minutes of April 14, 2022, as written. 

PRESENTATIONS - None

CORRESPONDENCE – None 

LIASION REPORTS – 
Planning Board – T. Russell, Chairman reported on the May 3, 2022, meeting. He reported on applicant, N. Orsini proposing having a venue on property owned on Blue Factory Rd. He also stated that Bob Ryan, will be resigning from the position of Planning Board Attorney. 

Zoning Board – P. Jamison, ZBA Member reported on the May 10, 2022, meeting. He stated that there were (2) Public Hearings, one regarding area variance for garage and the other for Solar Array on Plank Road, with that Public Hearing still open. 

CAC – J. Briggs, CAC member reported that there was no meeting held this month. 

Fire Company – Town Board members had copies of the Fire Company’s April 2022 report.
D. Basle reported on the number of calls the Fire Company made during the month of April. 
Total year to date calls is 96. 

Library – S. Pattenaude reported on the activities at the library. Some of these upcoming events included:
	   -	Petition Drive for the library’s 414 budget proposition begins this Saturday
		at Market Day, which will be held at the library from 9 a.m. – Noon.
	   -	Deadline for submissions for the Clement scholarship is May 31st. This
	            Scholarship is available to a graduating high school senior who is a resident
		of Poestenkill planning to enter a two year or four-year college program this
		this fall. The Poestenkill Library/Clement Memorial Scholarship is funded by
		a generous gift from the Clement family. Information about applying can be 
		found on the library website. 
	   -       Upcoming programs include, Mortgage Basics for Home Buyers with Citizens
		Bank, which will be held on May 19th. Yoga on the library lawn, May 21st. 
	            Beekeeping hive products and honey tasting with Anthony Antonucci, May 25th. 


Youth Advisory Board – Tiffany Buker, Youth Director reported that Summer Camp was at 
90-95% filled for each of the five weeks of camp. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS – 
4-year term for all elected positions – The Board decided to discontinue this discussion. 

Water District 2 – Supervisor Hammond reported that all applications have been completed by the LaBerge Group. T. Buker, Supervisor’s Secretary stated that each Congregational member is allowed to file 15 applications. Congressman Delgado forwarded an application for the Town of Poestenkill as one of his 15 applications. Even with the changes going forward with Delgado the application will be pushed forward.

Rescue Funds - Supervisor Hammond reported that the SLFRF Compliance Report was filed for the Rescue Funds. He also stated that two group meetings have been held with a third scheduled in the near future with a better mailing list which will be complied by T. Buker, Secretary to the Supervisor. Councilwoman Butler stated that two additional meetings were requested for July with hopes that the Town Board will be able to attend to answer any questions that may come up from residents. Supervisor Hammond asked Councilwoman Butler to compile a notice for the Advertiser and the Eastwick to inform residents when and what time these meetings will be held. Supervisor Hammond asked the Board if they were in favor of sending out mailing list for two additional meetings and all Board members were in favor. 

ACTION ITEMS – 
Resolution to Adopt Negative Declaration – A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney, read the questions on the Short Environmental Assessment Form, Part 2 – Impact Assessment. This Negative Declaration needed to be voted on and passed before Local Law #1-2022 regarding Drainage Districts. 
RESOLUTION #9-2022 – RESOLUTION ADOPTING A NEGATIE DECLRATION PURSUANT TO STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT WITH REGARD TO INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW NO. 1 of 2022. Resolved, The Town Board of the Town of Poestenkill hereby determines that the enactment of Introductory Local Law No. 1 of 2022 will not have any significant adverse environmental impact, and therefore adopts a negative declaration pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act. 
MOVED BY:			Supervisor Hammond
SECONDED BY:		Councilman Wohlleber

VOTED UPON AS FOLLOWS:
Councilwoman Butler		YES
Councilman Hass		YES
Councilman Van Slyke	YES
Councilman Wohlleber	YES
Supervisor Hammond		YES	








RESOLUTION #10-2022 – RESOLUTION ADOPTING LOCAL LAW #1-2022 - A Local Law Amending Sections 111-2 and 111-4 of Chapter 111 of the Code of the Town of Poestenkill. 
MOVED BY:			Councilman Hass
SECONDED BY:		Councilwoman Butler

VOTED UPON AS FOLLOWS:
Councilwoman Butler		YES
Councilman Hass		YES
Councilman Wohlleber	YES
Councilman Van Slyke	YES
Supervisor Hammond		YES

Hitchcock Agreement - Supervisor Hammond stated he still has not heard back from the Attorney for Mr. Hitchcock and is under the impression they are still working under an extension. 

Paper Streets - Mr. & Mrs. Russo addressed the Town Board along with L. Howard, their attorney in this meeting which was a continuation of last month’s meeting. They indicated that they had submitted the documents which were requested, and they reviewed the plat of survey with the Town Board. A lengthy and technical discussion ensued regarding alternatives and numerous legal issues. A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney, said that “paper streets are not simple” and are a complicated issue. He reviewed the specific legalities, including requirements for “abandonment.” It was decided that A. Gilchrist and L. Howard would collaborate and prepare required letters. DJ will contact the Highway Superintendent for North Greenbush for his input. Supervisor Hammond said that this meeting will be followed up in two weeks to move the issue along. 
It was decided that this meeting will be held on May 25th at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall. 

Amendment to Mohawk Hudson - A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney will investigate this issue and report back to the Town Board next month with his findings. 

Approval to codify and supplement legislation from 2021 local laws - this item is tabled until next month’s meeting. 

Approval to accept the highest bid price for Surplus Highway Equipment - Motion by Councilman Wohlleber, seconded by Councilwoman Butler and carried to accept the bids for the 1968 Elgin Pelican Sweeper, 1970 Elgin Pelican Sweeper, 1985 International PayStar Truck with Plow and Wing, 2003 International Dump Truck with Wing Plow, Bri-Mar 8’ Dump Insert, Fisher 9’ Snow Guard Plow for a total of $13,180.00. 

Approval of Town Court Audit – 
RESOLUTION #11-2022 – Resolution approving Audit of Town Court of the Town of Poestenkill, Resolved, the Town Board of the Town of Poestenkill hereby approves the audit of the Town of Poestenkill Town Court for the period January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2021, was such audit finding that all records appear correct, and no adjustments are necessary. 
MOVED BY:			Supervisor Hammond
SECONDED BY:		Councilman Van Slyke







VOTED UPON AS FOLLOWS:
Councilwoman Butler		YES
Councilman Hass		YES
Councilman Van Slyke	YES
Councilman Wohlleber	YES
Supervisor Hammond		YES

Approval of Town Clerk Audit – 
RESOLUTION #12-2022 – The Town Board of the Town of Poestenkill hereby approves the audit of the Town of Poestenkill Office of Town Clerk for the period January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2021, was such audit finding that all records appear correct, and no adjustments are necessary. 
MOVED BY:			Councilman Wohlleber
SECONDED BY:		Councilwoman Butler

VOTED UPON AS FOLLOWS:	
Councilwoman Butler		YES
Councilman Hass		YES
Councilman Van Slyke	YES
Councilman Wohlleber	YES
Supervisor Hammond		YES

Purchase of Computers – Motion by Councilman Hass, seconded by Councilwoman Butler and carried to authorize the purchase of two desktop computers at $545 each and one laptop with case and docking station at $732.85.

Introduction of Local Laws (Tax Exemptions) – A. Gilchrist, Town Attorney will contact Bill Film, Director, Real Property Taxes to discuss this issue and report back to the Town Board at the next scheduled meeting. 

REPORTS – 

Supervisor’s Report – no report given

Town Attorney’s Report – A. Gilchrist reported on some of the items he worked on this month which included working with the County on preparing local laws for tax exemptions, paper streets, records retention and working on resolutions for tonight’s meeting. 

Motion by Councilwoman Butler, seconded by Councilman Hass, and oral vote of 5 ayes to approve the Town Clerk’s report for the month of April 2022, as written. The total amount received in the Clerk’s Office was $19,486.90 and of that amount $19,262.02 was turned over to the Supervisor. Town Board members had copies of the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer’s written report. There were also reports from the Assessor, DCO, 811 report, Water report and the Highway Department report. DJ Goyer, Highway Superintendent commented on the overall workload. He also commented that he believed the highest bids on each surplus Highway equipment items were fair. DJ informed the Town Board that he expected the necessity to increase next year’s Highway Budget due to the increase in rock salt and blacktop. 


Bob Brunet, Water Manager commented that all areas of his responsibility were either meeting or exceeding objectives. Specifically, he said that the last two quarterly THM test results were significantly better than the MCL objective. He said that all our landfill test results for the first six months were completed, and all were excellent. He said that the recently found and repaired water leak on Spring Avenue Extension would save the Town about $6,700 annually. He expects the heaviest workload from 2023 thru 2025 will be the administrative work associated with the newly revised LCRR (Lead Copper Rule Revision). 

PAYMENT OF BILLS – 
Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler, and an oral vote of 5 ayes to pay Warrant #9-2022 in the amount of $1,919.76. Motion by Hass, seconded by Butler, and an oral vote of 5 ayes to pay Warrant #10-2022 in the amount of 25,065.93. 

PUBLIC COMMENT – 
T. Russell – Planning Board Chairman opened the subject of the work which needed to be accomplished on Reichards Farm Road. He referred to the culverts and also the work necessary on the bridge. A detailed discussion included the various Federal and NYS Grants available. Wayne Bonesteel, Town Engineer reviewed the work which he has performed. He specifically stated that if the Town wanted to apply for the Rural Transportation Grant the application must be submitted by May 23rd. He said that there are several different Grants which are available and that if the Town wanted him to dig deeper to determine which Grant would be the strongest “match-up” to our needs, that he would do so. DJ Goyer, Highway Superintendent said that he would look into obtaining bids for the right of way survey which would be required. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – 
Motion by Councilman Hass, seconded by Councilman Wohlleber and an oral vote of 5 ayes to enter into Executive Session at 9:30 p.m. to discuss personnel issues with no votes taken.        
At 9:50, motion was made by Councilman Wohlleber, seconded by Councilwoman Butler, and carried to exit executive session and re-enter the regular scheduled meeting. 

Motion by Councilwoman Butler, seconded by Councilman Wohlleber and carried to pay Judy Grattan at $20 per hour for 56 hours of work using American Rescue Plan Act money to ensure a smooth transition going forward for the planning and zoning clerk.

Motion by Councilwoman Butler, seconded by Councilman Van Slyke and carried to increase the weekly hours for the Planning and Zoning Clerk, Stephanie Volkmann, to 15 hours per week.

Motion by Councilwoman Butler, seconded by Councilman Wohlleber and carried to adjourn this meeting at 10:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Horton
Town Clerk
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