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Vision Statement: 

The Town of Poestenkill is a vital and prosperous community that is rural by choice.  Future progress requires that the Town wisely protect and preserve its rich rural heritage and assets: traditional small town character, open space and scenic beauty, natural resources, diverse citizenry and strong community schools. 

 In the decades ahead, the Town will enjoy a stable and varied local economy and remain a desirable place to live, raise a family, work and retire.  Poestenkill’s lively hamlet - the center of community life - will be sustained, offering a growing mix of small locally-owned businesses, stores, professional services and community facilities.  The Town will encourage residents to buy homes, improve their housing, and create suitable housing for seniors.  The Town will endeavor to provide the infrastructure necessary to protect water quality and support existing commercial enterprises. 

 The Town of Poestenkill will accommodate carefully planned new residential development, commercial enterprises and public infrastructure which fit harmoniously into the Town fabric, are compatible with established neighborhoods, and are designed in a manner that conserves its important natural resources, waterways and aquifer, agricultural lands and family farms. 
1. Introduction

1.1 The Planning Process

In 1996 the Town Board of Poestenkill appointed a steering committee composed of 16 citizens representing various interests within the Town to update the Town Comprehensive Plan that had been first adopted in 1970. The Committee’s charge was to prepare a revised Comprehensive Plan for review and adoption by the Town Board. The Committee was to gather factual information to assess existing conditions and trends in Poestenkill and surrounding Towns; seek public views and input by survey and open/public meetings; define plans for the future; and propose implementation priorities, timetable and funding strategies for new aspects of the Plan.

Committee members educated themselves about comprehensive planning; talked to planners in other Towns; reviewed other Master Plans; conducted a survey of citizen interests; collected data necessary to determine trends in such areas as population growth, education, housing development and the local economy; and began the decision making process and writing of the Plan. In 1999, the Comprehensive Plan Committee decided that it needed a consultant to help complete the Comprehensive Plan, and hired River Street Planning & Development with approval of the Town Board.

In April 2000, the Committee organized a community meeting to share information with local residents and businesses about the comprehensive planning project and to get citizen feedback on the proposed vision and goals for the comprehensive plan. At this meeting, the Town Supervisor, Chairman of the Comprehensive Plan Committee, and River Street Planning described the comprehensive planning process and presented key findings from the Existing Conditions Report. River Street Planning facilitated a discussion of the proposed vision statement and goals and then broke participants into small groups to further discuss each goal and to suggest projects that would implement the goals that demonstrated a high level of community support. Many of the specific recommendations in this Action Plan came directly from the citizen feedback received at that meeting.

In October 2004, the Town Board decided to revive the Comprehensive Plan, which had lain stagnant for four years. They requested Rensselaer County Economic Development and Planning to review and update the information in the Plan. Additional areas were added that were overlooked in the earlier version, including forest lands and forestry and hard rock mining. Since the results of the 2000 Census were not available until 2003, the new Census information was incorporated into the document as well as changing trends seen in the new Census. Several versions of the new draft Comprehensive Plans were put on the Poestenkill Library and then Town website. Two public hearings were held on September 21, 2006 and October 19, 2006.
Add 2020 description

1.2 What is a Comprehensive Plan?

Under New York State law, municipalities are granted the authority and responsibility to prepare and adopt comprehensive plans. As defined in the state legislation, a comprehensive plan is a document that presents goals, objectives, guidelines and policies for the immediate and long-range protection, enhancement growth and community development of the community. Also known as a master plan, a comprehensive plan provides guidance to Town leaders and helps to ensure that the needs of the community will be met.

It is important to understand that the action items described in the plan are not requirements. Rather, they are recommendations designed to provide focus and direction as Poestenkill moves ahead to reach its preferred future. It will be up to the local community to decide on an ongoing basis which initiatives they wish to implement and how they wish to proceed. Although any future land use regulation must be in accordance with the principles of the Comprehensive Plan, there is no legally binding requirement that the Town implement each of the action items proposed in the plan. The Town Board should carefully examine proposed land use strategies to minimize the cost to residents and protect private property rights.

1.3 Organization of the Plan

The Town of Poestenkill Comprehensive Plan is made up of ten chapters, the first chapter providing a brief community overview, the next eight describing existing conditions and the last, the Action Plan, including specific short and long range goals. Based on research and interviews, the chapters describing existing conditions describe the Town, its residents and its resources; identifies needs; and discusses key issues, opportunities, and challenges impacting future growth in Poestenkill. These chapters provide a profile of the Town of Poestenkill with respect to population, land uses, historic and natural resources, economic development, recreation, and other elements, and are designed to serve as a basis for developing community goals, objectives, strategies and policies.

The Action Plan begins with a vision statement and a list of goals, which will serve as the overall framework for addressing current, and future needs and changes in the Town of Poestenkill. Specific actions are proposed to address these goals and the priority issues identified by the Comprehensive Plan Committee and the public. The stakeholders and partners to be involved and, where appropriate, a list of funding sources are provided for each action plan element.
2. The Community – an Overview

Located in the center of Rensselaer County, the town of Poestenkill is primarily a rural community with one large and several small hamlets. It is approximately 32.5 square miles with a population of 4,154 during the 2000 Census. (Map 1)
The Rensselaer Plateau escarpment splits Poestenkill, with one half of the town rolling farmlands and the other half highland forests. The Poesten Kill, the creek from which the town and hamlet’s name originates, breaches the escarpment just east of the hamlet of Poestenkill. The Poesten Kill is a major creek that provided much of the waterpower for the industrial revolution in the nearby city of Troy, as well as many of the mills that were located in the town itself. The creek led to much of the growth that occurred in the town after its initial settlement, as well as provided an easier path up the escarpment to the eastern part of the town and beyond.  Map 2 is an aerial image of the Town.
The town has three major state highways that run through the western portion of the town and connect Poestenkill to its neighboring towns of Brunswick, North Greenbush and Sand Lake. County highways cross the eastern portion of the town connecting Poestenkill to Berlin, Grafton and highland area of Sand Lake. Poestenkill does not have any interstates or railroads, but does have a small, private airport located outside of the hamlet of Poestenkill.

Poestenkill’s housing stock is varied. One can find old Colonial houses, Victorian houses replete with gingerbread accents, cozy log cabins in the woods, and new suburban houses in modern subdivisions. Most houses are single unit, owner-occupied, were built in the twentieth century, and have risen significantly in value in the past twenty years. Houses are still affordable, compared to that in New York State or the United States. Vacancy rates of housing are low.

Update with 2020 to 2020 data

The population of Poestenkill is white (98%), older and well educated. Population levels have risen steadily since 1980, with households growing at around twice the rate of the population. Traditional married-couple families are the norm, with the average household size being greater than Rensselaer County’s, New York State’s and the United States’. Median household and family income is significantly greater than that of Rensselaer County, New York State and the United States. Poestenkill has an extremely low unemployment rate of 0.8% during the 2000 Census.
The local economy, although small due to the town being primarily a bedroom community, is healthy. There are several small manufacturing facilities in the town, as well as micro-enterprises employing less than 5 people. The largest employer in the town is the Averill Park School District, which has two school facilities in the town. Several dairy farms are in operation in the town, along with a few horse facilities.

Professional and other private offices are increasing in residents’ homes. A small, but growing, retail sector is located primarily in the hamlet of Poestenkill. This includes a gas station/repair shop, general store, beauty salon and auto parts store.  Add new retail
Insert Map 1 Base Map

Insert Map 2  Aerial image
Although primarily in the Averill Park School District, portions of the town are also located in the Berlin and Brittonkill school districts. The Averill Park School District has two schools located within the town boundaries – the Poestenkill Elementary School in the hamlet of Poestenkill and the Algonquin Middle School located near the intersection of NY Routes 66 and 351.

Both the Averill Park and Brittonkill school districts have had recent construction projects to facilitate the influx of students due to growth in their communities. It is expected that additional construction will be required to support the student influx if recently proposed developments are built within a short time period.

Although the Town owns only one  recreational facility (the softball field adjacent to the elementary school), many such facilities are in use in Poestenkill.  The recreational facilities at the Algonquin middle school, firehouse, and VFW Hall as well as private clubs fulfill much of the outdoor recreational needs. Hiking trails at the Rensselaer Plateau Alliance’s Barberville Preserve and Poestenkill Community Forest, the Pine Ridge cross-country skiing center, and several private riding stables/academies provide additional non-team  recreational opportunities. Additional opportunities exist in neighboring towns in state parks and private recreational areas.

Poestenkill is a community steeped in the past of self-sufficiency and hard work, which have been the strengths of the community. These, along with a respect for individuality, have created the community as it is today. As the Town looks forward to the twenty-first century, it must build off these strengths to provide for the future and maintain its appeal

3. Natural Resources

Physical characteristics and natural resources have played an important role in the development of the Town of Poestenkill. Significant natural features include topography, geology, soils, water resources, and wetlands.

3.1 Topography and Physiography
3.2 Topography (Map 3)

Topographic contours shown on Map 3 are a subset of two-ft contours created by the NYS GIS Program Office (NYSGPO) based on the following high-resolution LiDAR collections: Columbia/Rensselaer 2015, FEMA Hudson Hoosic 2012, and NYSGPO Rensselaer Hoosic River 2010. Although the data set is for two-foot contours, only the 20-foot contours are shown on the map for clarity.

Topography in Poestenkill is greatly influence by the geological formation called the Rensselaer Plateau situated over the eastern two-thirds of the Town. The elevation on the Plateau is not flat, but varies roughly between 900 and 1900 feet elevation. The highest elevations are in the southeastern section of the Town on the Plateau in the vicinity of Perigo Hill at 1,891 ft. elevation. The western escarpment of the Rensselaer Plateau to the north and south of the hamlet of Poestenkill drops significantly in elevation from roughly 1,200 ft. to 800 ft. and provides for regionally scenic resources. The higher elevations have distinctive climate, vegetation, and wildlife compared to the lower elevations in the western sections of Poestenkill. For example, American sycamore trees are found along streams in the western part of Town, but rarely on the Plateau. Conversely, Adirondack-type trees, like balsam fir and red spruce, can be found in the cooler microclimates of the Plateau.      

There are flatter areas in the western section of Poestenkill with lower elevations around 400 ft.  These areas are more populous and are generally better suited for agriculture and residential neighborhoods than locations on the Plateau. 
3.3 Steep Slopes (Map 4)

Slope is defined as the vertical change in elevation over a given horizontal distance. For example, a 10% slope is one that rises 10 feet over a horizontal distance of 100 feet. The Steep Slope map (Map 4) is derived from 10-meter resolution digital elevation models from the U.S. Geological Survey and should only be considered an approximate depiction of steeply sloped areas in the Town.

The steepest slopes in the Town of Poestenkill are situated along the western escarpment of the Rensselaer Plateau to the northeast and southeast of the hamlet of Poestenkill.  Slopes here can exceed 25 percent. Because of the varied topography on the Plateau, slopes can vary from less than 10 percent to over 25 percent and can limit residential development. Most of the steep slopes of the Plateau’s western escarpment are covered with deciduous trees and provide a regionally scenic resource, especially with autumn colors.

Insert Map 3 – Topography 
Insert Map 4 – Steep Slopes

3.4 Physiographic Areas

Physiography refers to the physical characteristics of an area’s geography and landscape, such as landform, bedrock and surficial geology, topography, elevation, soils, and hydrology. An area like Rensselaer County or the Town of Poestenkill can be divided into different physiographic areas or regions based on collective physical characteristics; e.g., mountains vs. lowlands. Different sets of physical characteristics are also reflected by different sets of natural ecological communities and by different sets of plants and animals.

The following 19 local physiographic areas (Map 5) occur within or partly within the Town of Poestenkill. Details of the criteria used to define these physiographic divisions are discussed in the Natural Resources Inventory of the Town of Poestenkill (2019):

Taconic Foothills

	Poesten Kill Plain


	Wide lowland flats surrounding the Poesten Kill and Newfoundland Creek

	West Poestenkill Hills
	Broad area of densely clustered, low to moderate-sized rolling hills with scattered kettlehole basins containing lakes and peatlands

	Wynants Kill Flats
	Wide lowland flats surrounding the Wynants Kill, with scattered relatively low and small hills

	Wynants Kill Lowlands
	Mixture of undulating low to moderate-sized rolling hills and moderately-small basins associated with the Wynants Kill Valley

	Southeast Brunswick Hills
	West- to south-facing slopes of low foothills east of the lower Quacken Kill

	Rensselaer Plateau Escarpment Lowslope
	Gently-sloping, west-facing, shelves on lower slopes at the base of the escarpment just west of the Plateau


Rensselaer Plateau
    Escarpment

	Rensselaer Plateau Escarpment Mainslope
	The wide, long, steep forested west-facing midslopes of the Western Plateau Escarpment

	Snake Hill
	Long, forested north-south ridge at the crest of the Western Plateau Escarpment and prominently elevated from the Poesten Kill valley on its north side

	Snake Hill Lowslope   
	Forested west-facing lower slope of the Western Plateau Escarpment

	Barberville Gorge   
	Steep-sided gorge/hollow cut into the Western Plateau Escarpment along the Poesten Kill, including and downstream of Barberville Falls


Rensselaer Plateau
    Central Plateau – Hemlock-Beech Matrix
	North Poestenkill Highlands
	Undulating, steeply-sloping, north-south ridges on the Rensselaer Plateau with moderate topographic relief

	Southeast Poestenkill Highlands
	Undulating, steeply-sloping, north-south ridges on the Rensselaer Plateau with moderate topographic relief.

	Barberville Flats   
	Gently-sloping mid-elevation flats and wide valley along the Poesten Kill above Barberville Falls

	Upper Poesten Kill Valley
	West-facing, gently-sloping, shallow valley of the Poesten Kill from Pine Ridge downstream to about Powers Road, bordered by low hills

	Southwest Grafton Lakes
	High-elevation mixture of kettlehole basins with lakes and peatlands plus surrounding low hills within lowland flats 


Rensselaer Plateau
    Central Plateau – Spruce-Fir Core
	Poesten Kill Headwaters
	Extensive high-elevation moist to wet flats at the center of the Rensselaer Plateau with very low topographic relief and with peatlands

	Northeast Poestenkill Highlands
	Gently-sloping, south- and west-facing, high-elevation area near the center of the Rensselaer Plateau with relatively low topographic relief

	Southeast Grafton Lakes
	High-elevation mixture of kettlehole basins with lakes and peatlands plus surrounding low hills near the center of the Rensselaer Plateau with low topographic relief

	West Berlin Highlands
	Gently to moderately sloping, southwest- to southeast-facing higher slopes near the center of the Rensselaer Plateau with much local topographic relief associated with glacially-eroded ridges
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Map 5 Physiography
3.5 GEOLOGY 

3.5.1 Bedrock Geology (Map 6)

Map 5 displays general bedrock geology mapped by the New York State Museum at a 1:250,000 scale. The Town of Poestenkill is located in an area called the New England Uplands which were largely shaped during the Cenozoic Era 65 million years ago (Broughton, 1981).  Poestenkill is underlain by Cambrian bedrock (Ruedemann, 1930), which was formed about 600 million years ago during the Paleozoic Era (Broughton, 1981).  In the western one-third of Poestenkill this Cambrian bedrock is a mixture of Schodack shale and limestone and Troy shale sometimes called the Taconic Slate Belt.  The remainder of this section of town is underlain by Nassau beds of green and red shale and greenish quartzite.  The flaky breakdown of the Nassau Formation can be seen in Nassau outcrops along the roads near the Algonquin Middle School. 

In eastern Poestenkill, the Nassau Formation is covered by Devonian bedrock called Rensselaer Grit or Rensselaer Graywacke, which is very resistant to erosion.  This sandstone is some of the strongest rock in eastern United States.  It is at least 500 feet thick, and at its base is the Rensselaer Thrust, a major fault that moved crustal masses westward during the formation of the Taconic Mountains, about 440 million years ago (LaFleur and Randall, 1995).  The Rensselaer Grit is 500 or more feet thick and rises in elevation to form the Rensselaer Plateau (Topography Map 3).  This Rensselaer Grit and intercalated red and green shales produce infertile and often acid soils full of boulders.  The Rensselaer Plateau is about 20 miles long (north-south) and 9 miles wide (west-east) and has a rolling surface with relief of about 500 feet.  The highest promontory of the Plateau, at 1,891 feet above sea level, is Perigo Hill in southeastern Poestenkill. Snake Hill forms the western edge of the Devonian bedrock of the Rensselaer Plateau in Poestenkill.  The western escarpment of the plateau lies east of Route 351 and extends north into the Town of Brunswick (Steep Slopes Map 4).  The Poesten Kill flows off the plateau at Barberville Falls and forms a gorge 100 feet deep and 500 to 1,000 feet wide.  This spectacular falls is 90 feet high and is an excellent place to see the Rensselaer Graywacke rock layers.  Above the falls are beds of Nassau slate and limestone. 

3.5.2 Surface Geology and Glacial Deposits (Map 7)

Map 6 displays general surficial geology mapped by the New York State Museum at a 1:250,000 scale, in addition to detailed glacial features for western Poestenkill digitized from “The Glacial Geology of the Troy, N. Y. Quadrangle” by Robert LaFleur (1965). During the last ice age, some 23,000 to 13,500 years ago, glacial material or overburden was deposited over this bedrock as the ice sheet receded to the north.  Western Poestenkill occurs along the northern edge of the Albia-Burden Lake complex which it about 2 miles wide and extends 9 miles from Burden Lake north and west to Poestenkill and Albia (LaFleur, 1965).  Pleistocene deposits of glacial till and ice-contact deposits of kames and eskers are well developed throughout this continuous gravelly moraine.  The greatest concentration of eskers in the Troy area lies in western Poestenkill from Moules Lake south towards Reichards Lake (Racquet) in the Town of Sand Lake (Several are now missing due to large mining operations in the western portion of the town). Over 50 eskers have been mapped in this area.  Eskers are long, narrow ridges formed from deposits of a meltwater stream which flowed beneath the ice sheet.  These and other glacial deposits in outwash terraces, drumlins and kames are important sources of commercial sand, gravel, and stone. 

Glacial till or hardpan is generally unstratified, compact sediment with a silt-rich matrix in which pebble to boulder size stones are suspended.   Till was deposited beneath the actively moving glacial ice, and generally moved less than 5 miles from its bedrock source.  It is generally reddish in color in western Poestenkill, reflecting the Nassau Shale bedrock and yellowish brown in eastern Poestenkill, reflecting the Rensselaer grit.  Till is usually more than 10 feet thick and is found beneath smooth slopes and under large streamlined hills called drumlins.  Most of eastern Poestenkill on the Rensselaer Plateau is covered by glacial till.  In some areas it is called “thin till” where it is less than 10 feet thick and includes sizable areas of rock outcrop such as in the vicinity of Snake Hill.  Glacial deposits for the entire Town are shown on a large map provided with the LaFleur and Randall (1995) report.
Postglacial deposits in Poestenkill are alluvium, swamp and bog sediments.  The Poesten Kill has eroded some of the glacial deposits and has deposited modern alluvium (gravel, sand and silt) in level areas of its floodplain, mostly to the west of the Poestenkill hamlet.  Muck, peat and marl are postglacial deposits found in poorly drained basins such as wetlands along Newfoundland Creek. 
3.6 SOILS
3.6.1 Soil Types  (Map 8)
Map 7 displays soil units obtained from the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) based on soil mapping from the “Soil Survey of Rensselaer County, New York.” The soils of Poestenkill have been forming since the last glacial period, some 23,000 to 13,500 years ago.  The soils have a great influence on the natural vegetation and upon areas used for agriculture and residential development.  The soils are described in the “Soil Survey of Rensselaer County, New York” and are mapped on aerial sheets 14, 15, 18, and 19 (Work, 1988).  The soil data may also be viewed and queried using the NRCS Web Soil Survey (https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm). 

There are approximately fifty different soil types in Poestenkill. Table B-1 in the appendix summarizes the soil types found in the town of Poestenkill and their characteristics and limitations .Most of the soils in Poestenkill were formed in deep to shallow glacial till derived from shale, slate, sandstone, or phyllite.  The Buckland-Glover soils dominate the eastern half of Poestenkill.  The Bernardston-Albrights-Pittstown soils form the transition from the Rensselaer Plateau to the gentle sloping to hilly Bernardston-Pittstown-Nassau soils in western Poestenkill.  The Hoosic-Chenango soils that formed in glacial outwash deposits are located between routes 150 and 66 in southwestern Poestenkill.  

The Buckland-Glover series of soils of the Rensselaer Plateau are dominantly gently sloping to very steep, moderately well drained to somewhat excessively drained, medium textured soils, some of which are deep and have a fragipan and some of which are shallow over sandstone bedrock.  The soils were formed in glacial till derived mostly from sandstone.  Bedrock is 10 to 60 inches below the surface.  The landscape is hills and ridges separated by broad undulating and rolling till plains.  There are numerous stones and boulders on the surface and slope is mainly 8 to 25 percent.  The soils are mostly covered with forests.  The dense fragipan and seasonal wetness in the Buckland soils and shallowness of the Glover soils seriously limit community development.

Insert Map 6 – Bedrock Geology

Insert Map 7 – Surficial Geology
The sloping or moderately steep Buckland soils are found on convex hilltops, knolls, ridges, and long hillsides, while the Glover soils are located on the top of ridges, knolls and upper parts of hillsides where the bedrock is just 10 to 20 inches below the surface. The soils in this area are not well suited for farming, as numerous stones and boulders interfere with equipment use. In addition, seasonal wetness in the Buckland soils and the shallowness of Glover soils seriously limit development. Minor soils in this map unit include Brayton, Loxley, Beseman, and Hoosic soils.

The Bernardston-Albrights-Pittstown series of soils are dominantly gently sloping to steep, moderate to well drained, medium textured, deep soils that have a fragipan at a depth of 15 to 30 inches.  The slope is mainly 3 to 25 percent. These soils lie east of Route 351 and west of the escarpment of the Rensselaer Plateau.  Most of the soil units are or have been farmed in the past.  Some such as Albrights silt loam are prime farmland soils.  Others soil units exhibit seasonal wetness, slow permeability and numerous stones and boulders which seriously limit community development.  Despite these limitations, residential development has taken place due to the superior scenic views of the local area and distant views of the Helderberg Plateau and Catskill Mountains.
The gently sloping to steep Bernardston soils are found on hillsides, ridges, and rolling areas between large hills. The gently sloping to steep Albrights soils are on hilltops, hillsides, and ridges, while the gently sloping to moderately steep Pittstown soils are found on hilltops, lower parts of hillsides, and rolling or undulating areas between hills. Many of the soils in this unit are currently used for farming or have been farmed in the past. Other soils exhibit seasonal wetness, slow permeability, and in some places numerous stones and boulders that limit development. Minor soils in this map unit include Scriba, Alden, and Nassau soils.   

The Bernardston-Pittstown-Nassau soils in western Poestenkill are dominantly gentle sloping to hilly, moderately well to excessively drained, medium textured soils, some of which are shallow over shale bedrock.  These soils are formed in shaley glacial till and slopes are mainly 3 to 25 percent.  This group contains some soil units such as Hamlin silt loam and Teel silt loam which are prime farmland soils.  It also contains poorly drained, Carlisle muck which supports several large wetland communities.

The gently sloping to hilly Bernardston-Pittstown-Nassau soils are located in western Poestenkill, in an area roughly bounded by NY Route 351 on the east and NY Route 66 on the west. These soils were formed in shaley glacial till. The topography in this area is complex because of the underlying folded shale and slate bedrock; the landscape is a series of ridges, knolls, and low hills. The Bernardston and Pittstown soils have a seasonally high water table, which can impact development. The Nassau soils also limit development due to their shallowness; bedrock is exposed in places, particularly on crests of ridges and on the top of knolls and hills. Of minor extent in this map unit are Scriba, Alden, Manlius, Raynham, Hoosic, Teel, and Carlisle soils.

The Hoosic-Chenango soils dominate the southwestern portion of the Town. The Hoosic-Chenango soils are dominantly nearly level to hilly, excessively to well drained, medium to moderately coarse textured, deep soils on the outwash plains and valleys east of the Wynants Kill.  These soils were formed in glacial outwash that has a high content of gravel and sand.    The slopes are generally 3 to 25 percent. The landscape is a series of terraces, benches, knolls, ridges and small flat areas.  Much of the area has been farmed in the past, but is now idle, forested or residential.  The rate of water movement is rapid and the soils tend to be droughty in summer.  

The nearly level to steep Hoosic soils are on terraces, outwash plains, and low hills and ridges that have complex slopes. These soils tend to be droughty in summer. The nearly level or sloping Chenango soils are on terraces, alluvial fans, and outwash plains. Many areas of this unit are suitable for community development and farming, but pollution of ground water by septic tank effluent can be a hazard because water moves rapidly through the soil. Overall, however, the Hoosic-Chenango soils are the most developable in the town of Poestenkill. Minor soils in this map unit in Poestenkill include Castile, Fredon, Raynham, Palms and Carlisle soils

One of the more important characteristics of soils from the standpoint of site development is the drainage class. Soils Map 7 shows the soils of Poestenkill based on drainage class.  The drainage classes range from the driest soils, excessively well drained, to somewhat excessively well drained, to well drained, through moderately well drained, to somewhat poorly drained, to poorly drained, to the wettest soils, very poorly drained.
As the above discussion suggests, development is inherently restricted by the characteristics of soil types present in the town of Poestenkill. Most of the major soil series in the town have moderate to severe limitations that affect building site development and septic tank absorption. Barring any future development of municipal infrastructure, it is possible to overcome or minimize these limitations through special planning, design, or maintenance, although there may be increased construction costs.

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Encourage developers to use the Soil Survey to best use their lands.

Each different soil has its own capabilities for development, agricultural, forestry and other uses. Soils that do not drain easily are not good for septic systems, but do not let pollutants pass through quickly either. Soils that drain quickly may also drain too quickly for proper treatment of septage. Soils with bedrock near the surface may require blasting for the development of roads and water and sewer lines. Certain soils erode more quickly than others. Developers and other users of land may find that the review of the soils may help them budget better, create higher quality development, and save themselves from a headache or large fines when something goes wrong during development.
Insert Map 8 – Soils
3.6.2 Wetland Soils

Soils in Map 8 are classified according to drainage class, which indicates the possible presence of wetlands, and is a particularly important factor to consider in the evaluation of proposed development. Somewhat poorly drained soils are good indicators of possible wetland areas and poorly drained and very poorly drained soils are indicators of probable wetland areas, corresponding to hydric soils in Poestenkill.
 They are also shown on Map 13 (Wetlands Map 13). Poestenkill is generally well-drained. The areas of poor drainage (in yellow and orange on the map) are generally associated with wetlands and watercourses. Soil drainage class also relates to the suitability of soils for infiltration-based stormwater practices like green infrastructure and wastewater management such as septic systems.

Hydric soils which support hydrophytes, that is, wetland vegetation, may be regulated by the state or federal government as wetlands.  The following is a list of hydric soils found in Postenkill:

· AnA  Alden silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes




· BrA  Brayton very stony silt loam, nearly level

· CaA Catden Muck, 0 to 2 percent slopes

· FlA   Fluvaquents-Udifluvents complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes

· FrA   Fredon silt loam, 0 to 4 percent slopes

· LmA Limerick silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes

· LoA  Loxley and Beseman mucks, 0 to 1 percent slopes

· MdA Madalin silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes

· NaA  Natchaug muck, 0 to 2 percent slopes

· RaA  Raynham silt loam, 0 to 5 percent slopes

· Sa     Saprists and Aquents, ponded

The hydric Catden muck soils can be found in the western one-half of Poestenkill.  The flooded wetland south of Vosburg Pond which can be seen north of Route 66 is underlain by Catden muck as is the New Foundland wetland west of the airport.  The Brayton soils are the common hydric soils found in the depressions on the Rensselaer Plateau in eastern Poestenkill and frequently support a conifer cover (hemlock and spruce).
3.6.3 Prime Farmland Soils

Nine of the soil types found in the Town are considered prime farmland soils by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (Map 8). Prime” farmland soils have been identified as soils that are best suited for producing food, feed, forage, fiber and oilseed crops.  These soils have characteristics that are considered to be favorable for the production of sustained high yields of crops. Although other soil types in the Town are also suitable for crop production and pasture, prime farmland soils produce the highest yields with minimal inputs of energy and economic resources. Farming these soils results in the least damage to the environment. 
Agricultural lands contribute to the open space and rural character of Poestenkill’s landscape. The majority of agricultural lands lie in the western one-third of the Town, west of the Rensselaer Plateau at the lower elevations.  Rensselaer County GIS maps show that most “prime farmland” or “farmland of statewide importance” lies in western Poestenkill.  The most productive agricultural lands and largest farms are situated in or near the floodplain of the Poesten Kill in the northwest section of Town in the vicinity of NY Route 355 and Garfield Road. Some of these areas are in active agricultural use. There was 2,154 acres in agricultural land in Poestenkill in 1980 (Buono, 1998). 
The following are “prime farmland soils” listed by the USDA Soil Conservation Service which can be found in western Poestenkill.  Large areas of Hamlin and Teel silt loams can be found on either side of Garfield Road and the Poesten Kill.  Prime soil units and symbols are:

BeB     Bernardson gravelly silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

CbA    Castile gravelly silt loam, 0 to 5 percent slopes

ChB
Chenango very gravelly loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

CkB
Chenango gravelly loam, fan, 3 to 8 percent slopes

FrA
Fredon silt loam , 0 to 4 percent slopes (where drained)


HaA
Hamlin silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes

PtB

Pittstown gravelly silt loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

RaA
Raynham silt loam, 0 to 5 percent slopes (where drained)

TeA
Teel silt loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Use conservation or cluster development to preserve tracts of prime farmland.

Subdivisions where lots are clustered on soils that are not prime farmland can allow development to occur while preserving the significant natural resource of prime farmland soils. Lots would be allowed to be smaller than the underlying district to allow the clustering to preserve land.

· Preserve the best farmland by Purchase of Development Rights (PDRs), easements or other methods

The U. S. Department of Agriculture and New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets both have programs where funding is made available to purchase the development rights on properties to keep the properties in an agricultural use. An easement is then placed on the deed which allows the owners to use the property for agriculture and other uses agreed to during the PDR negotiate process. Easements do not have to be purchased, but can be donated freely to land conservation not-for-profits. Transfer of development rights (TDR) allows developers to develop more densely in one section of town (receiving zone) if they purchase development rights to properties proposed for conservation.
3.6.4 Mine-able Soils

According to the Soil Survey of Rensselaer County, there are six soil types in the Town of Poestenkill that are considered probable sources of sand and gravel. These are ChA and CkB in the Chenango soil series and HoB, HoC, HoD, and HoE in the Hoosic soil series. All of these soils are present in the western half of the Town, primarily around the Poestenkill hamlet and along the western municipal boundary. While extensive engineering studies would be necessary to determine the extractive value of individual sites, these areas of the Town appear to be most conducive to mining based on soil properties reported in the Soil Survey. Some soils with a high content of gravel and sand may also be found east of Barberville.

The Chenango and Hoosic soils are located in areas with a level or hilly topography. They formed in glacial outwash that had a high content of sand and gravel. These soils run deep into the earth and drain extremely well. (For additional information about the characteristics of individual soil types, see Table B-1 in the appendix.)

Several areas in the town have shallow soils above the underlying Rensselaer Graywacke, a favorite hard rock used for roadway construction due to its durability and hardness. The Rensselaer Plateau is comprised of Graywacke, a limestone formed in the lower Cambrian period. Areas on the edge of the plateau, where soils are shallow, provide the easiest access to the underlying bedrock and the easiest mining opportunities.

Mining is a high-intensity land use that may have an impact on the physical environment of a community. Mines serve as a source of employment and provide resources needed in the construction industry. Extraction and reclamation must be properly implemented to minimize the potential impact on the rural landscape. 

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Discourage DEC from allowing mining at or below the water table.

The gravel soils that are desired for mining are also the soils that hold the aquifer that provides drinking water. Allowing mining at the water table exposes the groundwater to possible contamination. Mining below the water table would require pumping out of the groundwater that would lower the water table and require new wells for surrounding properties and also expose the groundwater to possible contamination.

· Encourage mine owners to use best management practices to minimize the potential impacts of mining.

Mining is an exempt activity under Phase 2 of  NPDES, and therefore does not require a stormwater and erosion control plan. Mining exposes large quantities of earth and bedrock, and creates a possibility of wind and water erosion. Best management practices including seeding of topsoil stock piles, diverting stormwater into the mine area, using calcium carbonate or other methods to reduce sand and dust blowing outside of the mine, and using explosives during correct weather conditions.

3.7 GROUND WATER
Water is perhaps the most important natural resource in the town of Poestenkill. It helped shape the development of the land by providing water power for industry, a valley to climb the Rensselaer Plateau escarpment to allow the development of eastern Poestenkill, and an ample supply of water to the wells that supply most of the houses and businesses in the town
3.7.1 Groundwater Resources and Aquifers

Precipitation which does not evaporate or run off into waterbodies becomes groundwater.  Groundwater seeps through the soil into the overburden and underlying rock formations.  This groundwater can be tapped by shallow dug wells or by drilled wells which penetrate into the overburden or into the rock formations.  The term “aquifer” is often used to describe a body of rock or overburden which is permeable enough to conduct groundwater and to yield water in usable quantities to wells or springs. Map 9 displays unconsolidated aquifers in the Town of Poestenkill that were mapped at a scale of 1:250,000 by the US Geological Survey in partnership with the DEC. The mapping is based on the New York State Museum maps of surficial and bedrock geology shown in previous sections of this report. 

The Poestenkill Aquifer is located in the towns of Brunswick, North Greenbush, Poestenkill, and Sand Lake and covers 17.5 square miles. According to the Rensselaer County Water Quality Committee, approximately 89% of households in this area have wells and 47% have septic systems. Aquifers, being underground, are especially vulnerable to contamination from development above them and are nearly impossible to treat once contaminated. The Poestenkill Aquifer is vulnerable to the effects of agricultural and urban runoff, septic effluent overflow, the leaching of priority organics from landfills, and the demands of development on the presently unknown underground water capacities.

The Town Aquifer Protection Committee drafted a groundwater protection ordinance for the Town of Poestenkill in 1994. The purpose of the ordinance was to preserve and maintain the quality of groundwater in the Town. Rensselaer County had some concerns with it and for various reasons the Town Board never adopted it.

In 1995, the Town Board contracted with Spectra Environmental Group, Inc. to conduct a surficial geological and hydrogeological study of the Town of Poestenkill. The purpose of the project was to provide reference information upon which decisions regarding natural resources and land management could be made. Of particular concern was the identification and protection of groundwater resources. Elements of the study included field mapping of the surficial (soil) deposits, an inventory of water and well records from the Rensselaer County Health Department, and sampling and analysis of well waters selected for diversity of geologic setting. Based on the limited study, the consultants concluded that the natural water quality in Poestenkill is generally good:

The Town appears to have adequate and in many places abundant groundwater for household, commercial and, if necessary, public supply. Remediation of reported groundwater quality deterioration is indicated where long-term and crowded housing development has impacted the surficial aquifer. 

The amount and quality of groundwater varies throughout Poestenkill.  Probably the largest most productive aquifer in the Town is the Poestenkill Aquifer which lies under the hamlet of Poestenkill and extends northwest on either side of the Poesten Kill in a flat valley.  LaFleur and Randall (1995) call this the “Poestenkill Aquifer” and refer to it as “Unit A.”  It is primarily surficial gravel from 25 feet to over 40 feet thick.  Wells in the Deer Creek development produce abundant water from this shallow gravel aquifer.  This gravel also receives effluent from septic systems in some areas, which is a cause for concern.  Along with septic effluent, several spills have polluted the aquifer in several portions of town, requiring the public water system found in the hamlet (Section 6.3). Areas in Unit A near the Poesten Kill and away from residential septic systems are a potential source for public water supplies in the future.
The level land and abundance of water may have been the chief reasons why this area of Poestenkill is so densely populated.  Wells in the Deer Creek subdivision, for example, terminate in valley floor sand and gravel deposits at 20 to 30 feet and yield 10 to 60 gallons/minute.  By contrast, wells less than one-quarter mile to the east have been drilled to 1,000 feet in hardpan and are dry or yield less than 1 gallon/minute.  In general, wells on the Rensselaer Plateau produce less water and must be drilled a few hundred feet to yield adequate water supplies.  There are some exceptions, particularly wells in the Ives Corners area on the Rensselaer Plateau which can produce very abundant water, 100 gallons/minute or more, from glacial gravel deposits.

The next most abundant hydrogeologic unit in Poestenkill is located in western Poestenkill to the west of Route 66 or on both sides of Route 351 to the south and north of the hamlet of Poestenkill.  This “Unit B” is comprised of sand and gravel deposits in a complex of eskers, kames, and interspersed rolling and kettled outwash.  High water levels are not maintained in coarse-grained deposits unless they are near streams or waterbodies.
Several smaller hydrogeologic units cover the remaining acreage in the Town.  “Unit C” is the result of two glacial periods where a layer of stratified gravels and sands have a cover of till over and under them.  About 32 wells in Town penetrate this layer in specific areas and a few of them produce very abundant water, some over 100 gallons/minute and some are artesian.  One particular area with such wells is the flat area east of the hamlet of Ives Corners on the Rensselaer Plateau.  “Unit D” is another hydrogeologic unit composed of postglacial stream deposited gravel beds. 

Most of the acreage in the eastern two-thirds and a large area of western Poestenkill is covered by glacial till which LaFleur and Randall refer to as “Unit E.” It provides “modest” water in large diameter wells.  Dug wells up to 30 feet deep can provide adequate household water supplies, but groundwater can vary widely seasonally.  Nearly all modern wells are drilled into the bedrock in this unit.

“Unit F” includes swamp and bog deposits with very high-standing groundwater, but with suspect water quality. 
A study of Poestenkill’s ground water from well logs and geology maps was undertaken by Spectra Environmental Group, Inc. in 1995 (LaFleur and Randall, 1995).  They concluded “The Town appears to have adequate and, in many places, abundant groundwater for household, commercial and, if necessary, public supply.” The LaFleur and Randall map is no longer available.

3.7.2 Groundwater Quality

Groundwater quality depends on the residence time and rock-water reactions which take place along the water route to the subsurface.  Surface precipitation may become enriched with leached mineral matter as it moves through various types of overburden and rock formations.  High levels of iron and manganese are often found in the Town’s groundwaters and require treatment to reduce discoloration of fixtures.  Water hardness and sulfur is another bothersome attribute often encountered.  Elevated levels of sodium (Na) and pH, and low levels of calcium (Ca) and chloride (Cl) have occurred in the Heather Ridge area (LaFleur and Randall, 1995).  This has caused submersible pumps to become cemented with lime (calcium carbonate).  Overall, based on a limited sample, LaFleur and Randall (1995) concluded Poestenkill groundwater to be of “good taste” and showed only nominal concentrations of the various ions. They did caution, however, that surficial aquifers served by shallow wells are susceptible to contamination by human and animal wastes and by road-applied salt.

The Spectra study did not investigate contamination of the water supply and water quality remains an issue in some areas of the Town. Hydrologist Allan Randall notes, for example, that contamination of private wells from on-lot septic systems is likely in two circumstances: where shallow wells tap surficial sand and gravel (e.g., near Deer Creek Road), and in upland areas of thin till and numerous bedrock outcrops (e.g., east of Weatherwax Road from Snyders Corners Road south to the Algonquin Middle School). The risk of water quality degradation could be reduced by providing municipal sewers in these areas; however, this option would have to be carefully evaluated since future development stimulated by the availability of sewers could preclude the future use of underlying aquifers as sources of public water supply, according to Randall.

Another area where water quality is a significant issue is around the former Town landfill, located near Coopers Pond off County Route 68. which was capped in 1992. The Closure Investigation Report and closure plan were completed by Clark Engineering and Surveying, P.C., consulting engineers hired by the Town of Poestenkill.
1 
The site investigation for the Closure Investigation Report revealed elevated levels of Trichloroethylene (TCE) and/or Cis-1, 2 Dichloroethene (DCE) in monitoring wells and residential wells in the vicinity of the landfill. The tests found the highest levels in wells directly north and west of the old landfill. Additional details on the Closure Investigation Report and a subsequent groundwater investigation plan developed in May 1991 are included in the appendix.

In October 1993, Clark Engineering issued a report that presented six potential remediation alternatives to address contamination around the landfill. In response to the consultant’s findings, water filtration systems were installed at the Town’s expense, on the nine properties where contamination was found. Homes in the area of the former landfill have been included in the Poestenkill water district (a municipal drinking water system).  
Add PFOA/PFOS section

Map 9: Ground Water Resources

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Preserve the quality of the groundwater to allow its continued use as a water supply in the town.

· Reduce contamination threats from aboveground sources.

Although potable water is supplied to the water district residents, groundwater, either from an aquifer or non-aquifer source, is still a major source of water supply in Poestenkill. Contamination of this water supply comes from the infiltration of pollutants from human activities. Although the Poestenkill Landfill is now capped to keep additional water from flowing through the waste into the groundwater, other uses such as the waste transfer station, mining operations, residential and commercial uses all provide a threat to the water supply. All these uses can be safe if simple rules are followed, such as keeping polluted and possibly polluted water from running into the ground by providing closed catch basins which are regularly cleaned and the fluids sent to a treatment plant; working with hazardous materials on a concrete or other impervious surface, and providing a roof to keep rain and snow away from these materials in cases where the materials are often worked with; maintaining septic tanks and providing sewer service in high density areas; properly disposing of old medicines and chemicals instead of flushing down the toilet or dumping in the back yard; and promptly cleaning up spills when they occur.

· Maintain quantity or provide non-groundwater source in heavily developed areas.

High density of development usually means that there are many individual wells that pump out water for each building. The Rensselaer County Health Department uses the general rule of 400 gallons per day for each housing unit, although houses with single persons, especially elderly, may use less. Several wells pumping their daily ration of water can drop water levels, requiring deepening of wells or even water rationing in houses where the well may only provide water during a few hours of the day. In areas where water shortages begin to occur, new development should be examined as to whether the ground water supply will be able to provide sufficient water for the existing and new users. This would be done through test well and well pumping tests.

· Encourage NYS DOT, and the County and Town Highway Departments to use appropriate deicing techniques, limiting salting where appropriate and turning off salting equipment when turning around in areas, especially at the intersection of Spring Avenue Extension and NYS 355.

Testing on a well near the intersection of Spring Avenue Extension and NYS 355 has shown sodium levels at levels much greater than allowed for drinking water. As this area is not near any salt storage facility, the usual culprit for such high sodium levels in Rensselaer County, it is suspected that the salting of the roadway during the clearing of the Y-intersection and turning around of salt trucks is the likely culprit of the high levels.

3.8  Surface Water Resources

3.8.1 Watersheds and Floodplains (Map 10)

Most of the Town of Poestenkill lies within the watershed of the Poesten Kill which gives the community its name and drains about 90 percent of its land mass.. A small section of the Town in its southwestern corner lies within the Wynants Kill watershed and a very small section on the southern border lies in the Kinderhook Creek watershed.  Most surface waters flow in a westerly direction from the higher elevations on the Rensselaer Plateau, toward the Hudson River. The Poesten Kill watershed extends beyond the Town upstream into the towns of Berlin and Grafton. 

The Poesten Kill also provides recreation in the way of trout fishing, swimming, and scenery. The Poesten Kill’s headwaters rise in Dyken Pond and on Berlin Mountain in Berlin and flows for about eleven miles through the center of town before exiting at its northwestern boundary with the town of Brunswick. The Bonesteel and Newfoundland Creeks are tributaries of the Poesten Kill. Other streams that flow for short sections in the town are the Wynants Kill and the Quacken Kill, where it flows into the Poesten Kill.

There are at least 35 named and unnamed ponds and small lakes in Poestenkill. The largest is Davitt Pond at 24.5 acres. Others include Moules Lake, Vosburg Pond, Hosford Pond, Hicks Pond, Camp Kiwanis Lake, and Cooper’s Pond. Several of the larger water bodies such as Davitt Pond, Moules Lake, and Vosburg Pond have fisheries suitable for recreational fishing. Warm-water fish found in many of these ponds include redbreast sunfish, pumpkinseed, bluegill, rock bass, largemouth bass, black crappie, brown bullhead, yellow perch, and chain pickerel. None of the ponds are open to public use.
3.8.1.1 Watersheds
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency defines a watershed as “the area of land where all the water that is under it, or drains off of it, goes into the same stream, river, lake, or other waterbody.”  All land lies within a watershed, and large watersheds are comprised of many smaller sub watersheds or catchment areas. The Watersheds and Floodplains Map (Map 9) displays watershed boundaries from the 12-digit Hydrologic Unit Code watershed data set (HUC-12) delineated by DEC and the US Geological Survey (USGS) for New York State. Sub watersheds are outlined in yellow and were mapped based on digital elevation data by the New York Natural Heritage Program for the Statewide Riparian Opportunity Assessment. 

Insert Map 10 Watersheds and Flood Plains

All of the land in Poestenkill ultimately drains to the Hudson River Estuary via tributary streams. The Poesten Kill is the Town’s most important stream and its namesake. It drains 28 square miles or 86% of the Town. The Poesten Kill enters eastern Poestenkill from Berlin and flows for about 11 miles through the center of Town before exiting at its northwestern boundary with the Town of Brunswick, eventually draining to the Hudson River Estuary in the City of Troy.  Bonesteel Creek, Newfoundland Creek, and the Quacken Kill are major tributaries of the Poesten Kill in the Town. Several other unnamed tributaries contribute to the flow of the Poesten Kill as it makes its way from Dyken Pond to the Brunswick town line at Garfield Road. 

An additional four square miles of land in the southwest corner of Poestenkill drain to the Wynants Kill. About 0.3 square miles in the southeast corner of the Town drain via Cranberry Vly Creek to Tackawasick Creek and ultimately into the Kinderhook Creek.
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Streams and waterbodies on this and most other maps in the Poestenkill NRI are from the USGS 1:24,000 National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) and were digitized from air photos. In addition, this map and the Stream Habitat Map show small streams identified as flow lines in the USGS StreamStats tool. Note the resulting maps have inherent inaccuracies and do not capture all intermittent streams, which only flow seasonally or after rain. 
Although often unmapped, intermittent streams are widespread and ecologically significant, accounting for an estimated 59% of total stream length in the United States. The US Environmental Protection Agency recently compiled an extensive scientific review demonstrating their essential role in maintaining water quantity, quality, and overall watershed function or health (US EPA, 2015). Intermittent streams also play a vital role in dissipating stream energy during storms and reducing erosion and downstream flood impacts. Visiting sites and creating more accurate maps are methods to pursue to ensure that intermittent streams are identified and considered during planning processes.

3.8.2 Flood Hazard Areas

Floodplains are low-lying areas adjacent to streams and rivers that can become inundated during heavy precipitation or snow melt (Map 10). Undeveloped floodplains provide space streams need to expand, contract, and sometimes change course, and they promote groundwater recharge. Furthermore, they safeguard human settlement from the damaging impacts of flood events. Floodplains are determined from Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Digital Q3 Flood Data, which were developed by scanning existing hardcopy Flood Insurance Rate Maps developed in the 1981 FEMA has recently updated many flood hazard maps across the country to reflect physical changes in floodplains, new data, and improved modeling capabilities. However, as of 2019, FEMA has not yet completed digital remapping for Rensselaer County. Future updates of the FEMA flood hazard maps are expected to include consideration of ongoing changes in local climate.

Flood zones estimated by FEMA to have a 1% chance or greater probability of being inundated in any given year (referred to as the “100-year flood”) include floodplains along the Poesten Kill, which are especially large downstream of Route 351 near its confluence with the Quacken Kill. Wide floodplains are also mapped along Newfoundland Creek and the Wynants Kill near Snyders Corners. Some additional floodplain areas are mapped with a 0.2% chance or greater probability of flooding in any given year (referred to as the “500-year flood”). It is important to note that the FEMA-mapped floodplains and their statistical flooding intervals are estimations based on the data and technology available at the time of mapping. Due to many variables, such as the unpredictable nature of some kinds of floods, local drainage problems, and the variable intensity of land development in watersheds, some flood-prone areas may not appear on the maps. Nonetheless, the mapped floodplains provide a starting point for proactive conservation planning. Note that Riparian Areas shown in the Stream Habitats Map 11 may indicate additional flood-prone areas, but are not a substitute for FEMA flood zone data.
In Poestenkill, the 100-year floodplains are generally within 100 to 200 feet of either side of the shoreline of the waterways. In places where smaller tributary streams meet up with these waterways and where the waterways gently meander, curving back and forth in an “S-shaped” pattern, the floodplain often extends out farther.

The 500-year floodplains, while not numerous within the Town, are significant in size where they exist, generally extending outward from the 100-year floodplains where larger quantities of land area are covered. The most significant 500-year floodplain exists where the Newfoundland Creek and the Poesten Kill meet.

From the Hamlet of Poestenkill west to the municipal boundary and along Newfoundland Creek, the amount of land in the floodplain increases. The floodplain boundary varies in distance depending on the topography of the land. The area around Newfoundland Creek bordering the Rensselaer County Airport is extremely flat and therefore conducive to flooding. The same situation exists where the creek meets the Poesten Kill. The land is very flat for a significant distance and creates a sizable floodplain. 

Another floodplain in the town of Poestenkill exists around the Wynants Kill. The floodplain extends out from each side of the creek by approximately fifty feet. The creek cuts through the southwest corner of the Town in an area with significant slopes. These slopes help keep the floodplain along the Wynants Kill to a relatively limited narrow area.

There have been several major floods in the Town, most recently during Hurricane Irene in early August 2011. The hurricane arrived in the New York City area as a spiral of warm, wet, tropical air more than 500 miles wide.  As it started to move inland, its winds reduced to tropical storm level, less than 73 miles an hour, but topography took over as the storm was forced upward over the Catskills and other mountains.  The upslope flow brought it into an area of higher, colder air that made the tropical air condense, producing heavy rainfall.  It is a common atmospheric effect, often seen in the Rockies.  In this case, it was enhanced by westerly winds from the west side of Irene.  In the Hudson Valley and Vermont, it resulted in six to eight hours of heavy rainfall. In New York, the most rainfall recorded in a 24-hour period during the storm was 8.5 inches in Delanson, west of Schenectady.    

During Irene, flooding along the Poesten Kill threatened the bridge on NY Route 351 in the Hamlet after overflowing onto Plank Road in many areas upstream.  The NYS Governor announced a temporary lifting of Department of Environmental Conservation restrictions (Article 15 Protection of Waters permits https://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/6329.html) on human activities that “can adversely affect, even destroy the delicate ecological balance of these important areas,” so that towns could deal with flooding emergencies during the hurricane/tropical storm.  The Town of Poestenkill marshalled heavy equipment to enter the stream above the bridge.  Town efforts altered the flow to prevent undercutting of buildings and the bridge at that location.  In the process the ecological integrity of the stream was compromised.  
Many homes upstream and downstream suffered direct damage to buildings or severe loss of land along the banks.  https://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Creek-is-center-of-cleanup-2153313.php
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Significant flooding during Irene in Poestenkill, NY, Rensselaer County on Sunday August 28, 2011 (Photo by: Hannah Filuta)
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Significant flooding during Irene in Poestenkill, NY, Rensselaer County on Sunday August 28, 2011 (Photo by Stu Balter)
In July 2019, The Rensselaer Plateau Alliance issued a final draft plan for future flood mitigation in the Poestenkill Watershed.  See the document at this link https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/394ce1_a79b03245a5d4812b479b5a9ced33c7b.pdf :

Floods previous to Hurricane Irene include one in 1949 and another in 1995. Plank Road, Garfield Road, and other areas have been flooded due to ice jams. In the late 1990s, the Town received a grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to improve storm drainage in the Poestenkill hamlet. The project, which was completed in 1997, relieved the flooding of ditches along NY Route 355 and on Snyders Corners Road near the elementary school.  
3.8.3 National Flood Insurance Program

The Town of Poestenkill has been participating in the National Flood Insurance Program since September 1981 and relies on official Flood Insurance Rate maps (FIRMS) to minimize damage from flooding by regulating uses in flood hazard zones. The Flood Insurance Rate maps are the official maps on which the Federal Emergency Management Agency has delineated both areas of special flood hazard and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.  
Communities in the Mid-Hudson Watershed have a mix of updated digital countywide FIRMs and older community based, paper FIRMs developed between 1979 and 2000. While communities in Albany, Dutchess, Greene, Schenectady, Schoharie, and Ulster Counties have updated countywide FIRMs, communities in Columbia and Rensselaer Counties would benefit from a modernized countywide FIRM in a digital format. Many community officials find the existing maps difficult to work with and the floodplains are shown inaccurately. Existing LiDAR data available for the entire watershed will make upgrading these portions of
 the watershed to a digital product feasible and significantly reduce the cost of developing model-based approximate A-zone studies. Rensselaer County’s FIRMs date to 1981 and the Town does not know when digital format replacements will be available.    https://data.femadata.com/Region2/Discovery/Mid_Hudson_Watershed/MidHudson%20Discovery_Report_Final.pdf
In compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program, the Town of Poestenkill has established Flood Damage Prevention regulations under Chapter 86 of the Town Code. The purpose of the regulations is to promote public health, safety, and welfare and to minimize public and private losses due to flooding by provisions designed to: 

· regulate uses which are dangerous to health, safety and property;  

· require that uses vulnerable to floods are protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction; 

· control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels and natural protective barriers involved in the accommodation of floodwaters;  

· control filling, grading, dredging and other development which could increase erosion or flood damage;  

· regulate the construction of flood barriers which might increase flood hazards to other lands; and 

· qualify for and maintain participation in the National Flood Insurance Program.

Under Chapter 86, construction and development in special flood hazard areas is regulated above and beyond the Town’s zoning and building code enforcement procedures. The special flood hazard areas are defined as “the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year... [or] the ‘one-hundred-year floodplain’” (§86-4). Builders must obtain a development permit before starting construction or development, and adhere to a list of general and specific standards for building in special flood hazard areas. The Code Enforcement Officer is responsible for administration and enforcement by granting or denying development permit applications in accordance with the provisions of the code.

Chapter 86 also designates floodways within the special flood hazard areas. These floodways are the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than a designated height, as determined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Because floodways can be extremely hazardous, the regulations for building in these areas are even more stringent.

 Threats, Issues and Goals

· Continue working with the National Flood Insurance Program so that residents can purchase flood insurance for their properties. 
The Town of Poestenkill adopted its Flood Damage Prevention Local Law No. 1 in 1987, when it also adopted the Flood Insurance Rate Maps and attendant Flood Insurance Study, dated March 2, 1981. To remain in the National Flood Insurance Program, the Town must continue to fulfill its obligations under this local law. 

· Work so that flooding does not increase with continued development. 

Development can significantly increase the amount of water flowing into local streams, creeks and rivers. To this end, the federal Clean Water Act created requirements that new developments do not increase the amount of flooding, water pollution or erosion that will negatively affect water resources. Phase 2 of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requires all activities that disturb one or more acre, with the exception of agricultural practices following Best Management Practices (BMPs) and other exempt activities to apply for a permit from New York State, which will address erosion, sediment control and stormwater management. These permits require Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, Erosion & Sediment Control Plans and may also require Post-Construction Stormwater Control Plans. In addition to these requirements, Phase 2 of NPDES also requires municipalities of 50,000 or more, or municipalities within the surrounding area with a density of 1,000 people per square mile or more, to apply for a State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) following six best management practices, one of which being that the municipality must also regulate activities that disturb one acre or more of ground. The Town is also required to inspect and regulate completed Stormwater Control facilities, as well as investigate and eliminate all illegal discharges to their Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer System (MS4) within the area of density of 1,000 or more population per acre. The Town is required to have public education and outreach, and public participation and involvement, including a public comment on the Town’s Annual Report. The Town is working together with Rensselaer County and its fellow MS4 communities to achieve their necessary goals.
· Reduce erosion from stream bank flooding 

In natural areas, stream bank flooding is an important ecological process that can limit flooding downstream and provide numerous other benefits to both wildlife and people. Unfortunately, when flooding occurs in developed areas, erosion can eat away land until houses, roadways or other property are threatened. Although this often takes several years to occur, occasionally, rapid flooding can quickly endanger lives as well as property. Planting trees and shrubs along the stream bank, placing rip rap along the base of the eroding areas, changing stream flow through the elimination of sand and gravel bars, and the removal of snags may help alleviate and reduce stream bank flooding. The Rensselaer County Soil and Water Conservation District along with the Natural Resources Conservation Service have worked to reduce and eliminate stream bank erosion in parts of the county. They have partnered with the Rensselaer County Chapter of Trout Unlimited and other conservation groups to help maintain streams, as erosion destroys fish habitats by making streams shallower and depositing sand and gravel on fish spawning areas. 

· Mitigate where necessary to eliminate sources that create flooding and scouring. 

In certain areas, sand and gravel bars build up in the Poesten Kill which change the direction of flow and current of the creek and create bank erosion and flooding. Some areas identified are the Empire Drive area and sections along Plank Road (County Route 40). Working with the Rensselaer County Soil and Water Conservation District, NYS DEC and the Army Corps of Engineers, the Town can reduce or eliminate severe areas of damage while allowing the creek to remain in a natural state. Occasionally, private enterprises will work with the communities to remove these hazards for the high quality sand and gravel contents of the bars.  In July 2019, The Rensselaer Plateau Alliance issued a final draft plan for future flood mitigation in the Poestenkill Watershed.  Several flood mitigation approaches are presented to reduce future flooding in the Poestenkill watershed.
3.8.4 Streams and Surface Water Quality Classification (Map 11)
3.8.4.1 Water Quality Classifications and NYS Trout Waters

DEC’s classification of a waterbody designates the “best uses” that it should be supporting (Map 11). All waters of the state are provided a class and standard designation based on existing or expected best usage of each water or waterway segment. For each class, the designated best uses are defined as follows:

· The classification AA or A is assigned to waters used as a source of drinking water.

· Classification B indicates a best usage for swimming and other contact recreation, but not for drinking water.

· Classification C is for waters supporting fisheries and suitable for non - contact activities such as boating.

· The lowest classification and standard is D.

(For more information about classifications, see DEC’s webpage, Water Quality Standards and Classifications).

Waterbodies classified as A, B, or C may also have an associated standard of (T), indicating they are trout waters, or (TS), indicating they are trout-spawning waters. For more information about the best uses designated for each classification, see DEC’s Classifications-Surface Waters and Groundwaters webpage. DEC recognizes that some waterbodies have an existing quality that is better than their assigned classification and uses an anti-degradation policy to protect and maintain high-quality streams. The waterbody classification does not necessarily indicate good or bad water quality, but rather, the designated “best uses” that should be supported by the waterbody. See the Stream Habitat section of this report (Map 11) for discussion of trout fisheries.

The Poesten Kill is a class C stream with a standard of C(T), except for a section with the standard of C(TS) between the hamlets of Poestenkill and East Poestenkill (Map 10).  The Wynants Kill is class B and has the standard of B(TS); the Quacken Kill is class C and has the standard of (TS) in the Town.  
Note that not all waterbodies appear on classification maps. However, the missing waterbodies will always have a classification. Waterbodies that do not appear on classification maps and have flow all year (perennial flow) have the classification of the waterbody into which they flow. Waterbodies that do not appear on these maps and have flow seasonally (intermittent flow) have a classification of “D.” Since it may be difficult to determine if a water body has perennial or intermittent flow, please contact the DEC Region 4 Office if there is any doubt. DEC has the final authority to determine if a water body has perennial or intermittent flow. The Water Quality Classification Map (Map 10) shows DEC-classified streams, generally a less precise depiction of watercourses than provided by National Hydrology Database.

Activities allowed in and around waterbodies are regulated based on their classification and trout or trout-spawning standard. C(T), C(TS), and all types of B and A streams (as well as waterbodies under 10 acres located in the course of these streams) are collectively referred to as “protected streams.” They are subject to the stream protection provisions of the Protection of Waters regulations in Article 15. In situations where streams are unmapped in DEC databases, perennial streams share the classification of the receiving stream, while intermittent streams are classified as Class D.

3.8.5 Waterbody Quality (not mapped) 

DEC monitors water quality through several routine statewide monitoring programs, including the Lake Classification and Inventory (LCI) program, the Stream Biomonitoring Unit, and the Groundwater Sampling Program. DEC also supports citizen science to monitor lakes through the Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment Program (CSLAP) and streams through Water Assessments by Volunteer Evaluators (WAVE). Professional evaluators may also submit water quality data to DEC through the Professional External Evaluations of Rivers and Streams (PEERS) program.

The DEC Stream Biomonitoring Unit sampled the macroinvertebrate communities of the Poesten Kill at two sites in 1992: above East Poestenkill, Rensselaer County Route 40 and Barberville, County Route 79.  The water quality above East Poestenkill was assessed as "slightly impacted, probably due to acid conditions."  It had a pH of 5.2 and was dominated by midges and had a limited number of mayflies, which are sensitive to acidity.  At Barberville, 4.5 miles downstream, the pH was 6.9 and all faunal indices were within the "non-impacted" range with healthy populations of mayflies, stoneflies and caddisflies (Bode et. al., 1993).

A biological assessment of the Poesten Kill in 2001 showed an improvement at station 1 above East Poestenkill as dominant midges were reduced from 58% in 1992 to only 7 % in 2001, but different sampling seasons and flows might be the cause for the discrepancy (DeGoosh 2002). Based on the macroinvertebrate communities, the five stations sampled along the Poesten Kill in the Town were determined to be “non-impacted.”  Station 1 still had acidic water with a pH of 5.0, but pH rose to a neutral level of 6.5 at the Garfield Road bridge station. Healthy populations of mayflies, stoneflies, and caddisflies were found at all stations in Poestenkill. Several stations had beetles, dobsonflies/alderflies, dragonflies/damselflies, and black flies. A detailed watershed assessment for the Poesten Kill is underway at the time of this writing, and will provide the most up-to-date water quality assessment available for the Town’s principal tributary.
The Waterbody Inventory/Priority Waterbodies List (WI/PWL) is a document that lists New York State waterbodies and information about their water quality. It is published by DEC’s Division of Water. The WI/PWL tracks the status of water quality in New York State and identifies the degree to which waterbodies are meeting designated “best uses” (e.g., water supply, recreation) based on their DEC classification. The WI/PWL identifies sources of waterbody impairment for stream or waterbody segments based on DEC’s monitoring and other available information, and outlines restoration and protection efforts. WI/PWL data for streams and other waterbodies in Poestenkill are available on the DEC website under the Lower Hudson River Basin WI/PWL, and were last updated in 2008. 

There are no known impacts according to the WI/PWL to the Poesten Kill, its minor tributaries, or to the upper Wynants Kill. Several small ponds or lakes in the Town are listed as “unassessed,” including Moules Lake, Vosburg Pond, Davitt Pond (Lake), Hosford Pond, and Hicks Pond. The WI/WPL fact sheet for the Upper Poesten Kill and Tributaries (approximately upstream of Route 351) indicates generally non-impacted water quality conditions based on the 2001 biological assessment mentioned previously. The one exception along this reach is an assessment of slight impact at the farthest downstream site in Troy, which is below this reach. Aquatic life is considered to be fully supported in the stream, and there are no other apparent water quality impacts to designated uses. The WI/WPL fact sheet for the Lower Poesten Kill and Tributaries notes that “Local agencies have previously expressed concerns about silt and sediment impacts from streambank erosion. Steep banks along the stream are prone to erosion, particularly at higher flows. Residential construction and commercial development in the watershed are also suspected potential sources of sediment. There is some concern about failing and/or inadequate on-site septic systems along the stream as well. The county reports there are areas where illegal dumping of trash and debris has occurred, reducing aesthetics of the creek.”
Threats, Issues and Goals

· Maintain water quality to allow for fisheries.

To maintain fish population without yearly stocking, conditions must be good enough for natural fish propagation. Fish such as trout require cool to cold water, and gravelly bottoms on the creeks and streams. Deep pools and tree shading of the water in summer time help fish such as trout survive our warm summers. Chemicals can kill fish outright, or create conditions such as algae blooms that create hazards for fish. Reducing erosion, whether stream bank or land disturbance, proper use and disposal of chemicals, proper disposal of automotive fluids including motor oil, and maintaining stream bank vegetation to allow the shading of streams can help Poestenkill to maintain its fish population.

· Reduce water degradation from erosion and other threats.

The largest threat to waterways in Poestenkill is erosion. Erosion fills in pools, suffocates fish, and creates sand and gravel bars that change the stream flow to eat into new stream banks. The federal Clean Water Act created requirements that new developments do not increase the amount of flooding, water pollution or erosion that will negatively affect water resources. Phase 2 of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requires all activities that disturb one or more acre, with the exception of agricultural practices following Best Management Practices (BMPs) and other exempt activities, to apply for a permit from New York State, which will address erosion, sediment control and stormwater management. These permits require Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, Erosion & Sediment Control Plans and may also require Post-Construction Stormwater Control Plans.
Insert Map 11 - Streams and Surface Water Quality Classification

3.8.6 Stream Habitats (Map 12)

Streams, their floodplains, adjacent wetlands, and other “riparian” or streamside habitats provide important ecosystem services to communities including clean water, flood management, and recreational opportunities like fishing and kayaking (Map 12). These riparian areas provide some of the most productive wildlife habitat in the region. The Poesten Kill is the most significant stream in the Town, draining approximately 86% of the land. Its major tributaries include Bonesteel Creek and Newfoundland Creek. Other important streams in the Town include the Wynants Kill and Cranbery Vly Creek. These resources are also discussed in the Streams and Watersheds section (Map 10 and Water Quality Classifications section (Map 11) of this report.

The headwaters of the Poesten Kill flows through Marsh Headwater Stream communities and soon becomes a Midreach Stream community with a main channel generally less than 60 feet across.  On its banks in western Poestenkill, one can find characteristic trees of a Floodplain Forest community such as willows, cottonwoods and sycamores.  Trees along the eastern section include ash, maple, oaks, and hemlock on cooler north-facing banks.  The Poesten Kill provides habitat for aquatic wildlife such as beaver, muskrats, herons, ducks, northern water snakes and fish and is an important source of drinking water to wildlife during summer droughts.  Fish likely to be found in the Poesten Kill in Town include: brown trout, brook trout, satinfin shiner, cutlips minnow, common shiner, bluntnose dace, longnose dace, creek chub, white sucker, tesselated darter and slimy sculpin.

3.8.6.1 Riparian Areas

Riparian areas are sensitive transition zones between land and water and are vital to stream physical processes, habitat, and water quality. The mapped riparian areas include the floodplains as well as other areas adjacent to streams, ponds, wetlands, and other waterbodies. Riparian areas help clean water by intercepting runoff and filtering sediment and nutrients. They can attenuate flooding by slowing down and absorbing floodwaters. Forested riparian buffers provide organic matter that supports the in-stream food web and shade that keeps water cool. They also support unique and diverse habitats, and serve as wildlife travel corridors. 

The riparian areas on the Stream Habitat Map (Map 12) were mapped by the New York Natural Heritage Program for the Statewide Riparian Opportunity Assessment (Conley et. al. 2018). They are delineated around streams based on digital elevation data, known wetlands, and modeling for the 50-year flood zone, for the primary purpose of guiding streamside tree planting projects. Note that the riparian areas were developed through modeling and have not been field verified, and that wider stream buffers are in many cases recommended to adequately conserve wildlife habitat corridors and other functions of the riparian zone. Nevertheless, the mapped riparian areas can provide a starting point to inform land use and stream protection efforts, and can help predict the occurrence of flood prone areas that may not be included in FEMA’s flood zones. The Hudson River Estuary Program’s “Trees for Tribs” initiative offers free consultation and native trees and shrubs for qualifying streamside buffer planting projects in the Hudson River Estuary watershed.
County-important riparian complexes have been mapped along the East Poesten Kill Flats and in the Barberville corridor (see County Important Biodiversity Map - Map 16A).
3.8.6.2 DEC Trout Waters

DEC’s Water Quality Classifications and Standards identify suitability for trout (T) or trout-spawning waters (TS) along classified stream segments and suggest there is coldwater habitat suitable for trout (and stretches of trout-spawning habitat) throughout the full length of the Poesten Kill in the Town, as well as in its tributaries and in the Wynants Kill. Trout require well-shaded, cool to cold, flowing water and are sensitive to warmer temperatures. 
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There is a 1993 report by DEC which discusses this important fishery entitled "Trout Management in the Poesten Kill" (McBride, 1993).  The Poesten Kill is the largest public fishing resource in the Town.  Presently, DEC stocks the Poesten Kill in April and May with about 3,000-4,000 brown trout, depending on the amount of unposted land along the stream. Several traditional trout stocking sites along the Poesten Kill have not been stocked with trout due to channelization of the stream between the Poestenkill fire station and East Poestenkill after tropical storm Irene in 2011. Loss of stream side trees from Irene has also raised the water temperature in the Poesten Kill, making it less favorable as a trout habitat. DEC also stocks brown trout in the lower Quacken Kill and along the Wynants Kill.
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Insert Map 12 – Stream Habitats

3.8.6.3 Known Important Areas for Coldwater Streams

These areas are important to maintaining habitat for known populations of native wild brook trout and other coldwater fishes in decline region-wide due to habitat loss, fragmentation, and degradation. Brook trout inhabit clear, cool, well‐oxygenated streams and lakes and depend on clean gravel areas for spawning. They are sensitive to increases in water temperature and sedimentation of stream habitats. Other threats include the introduction of exotic species such as smallmouth bass and non-native trout, which are better adapted to warm water temperatures. Mapped areas include wild brook trout locations identified in DEC fish surveys since 1980, as well as buffers along associated stream and waterbody segments to account for lands most likely to affect the continued presence and quality of the stream habitat. The map does not account for habitat fragmentation that might be caused by local dams and culverts. The map does NOT indicate areas with public fishing rights, and many areas are unsuitable for recreational trout fishing due to small fish populations and small fish size. 

Poestenkill supports a significant coldwater stream resource for the Capital District region. A survey of brook trout in Rensselaer County (2007-2011) showed brook trout present in Bonesteel Creek and the Poesten Kill near Pineridge cross-country ski area (Pokorny, 2011). Conserving riparian stream buffers is especially important to maintaining the Town’s brook trout populations.

3.8.6.4 Known Important Areas for American Eel

The migratory American eel (High Priority SGCN) uses stream habitat in the Poesten Kill as far upstream as East Poestenkill and occurred historically throughout the entire main stem and many tributaries, returning to the Atlantic Ocean to spawn. Though juvenile eels can bypass certain aquatic barriers on their journey up freshwater streams, the species is in decline throughout much of its range due to fragmentation of stream habitat by dams, culverts, and other aquatic barriers. Remarkably, the major waterfalls on the Poesten Kill are not a barrier to eel passage.

3.8.6.5 Dams and Culverts

Infrastructure in streams, such as dams and culverts, can isolate and severely limit the range of fish and other aquatic organisms that use stream corridors. Dams and culverts can present physical barriers to passage, and these structures can also become impassable by changing water quality (e.g. temperature) and quantity (e.g. high velocity). Dams can also lead to flow barriers, when the water in the impoundment behind the dam is used, consumed, or diverted for other purposes (e.g., drinking water supply), leading to lack of water downstream. In some cases, pollution and channel modifications can create the same kinds of barriers. Just as many forest-dwelling species are negatively impacted by forest fragmentation from roads and structures, stream barriers disconnect streams and decrease available habitat. Historically, as mills and road crossings were added to the streams of the Hudson Valley, dams and culverts blocked off and cut up the habitat for organisms like brook trout and American eel. Stream barriers can also have serious effects on local flooding and water quality. Streams flowing into undersized culverts can flood upstream and, in some cases, overtake and wash out a road during heavy precipitation or snowmelt. Bridges, open-bottom culverts and similar structures that completely span the waterway and associated floodplain/riparian area generally have the least potential impacts on hydrology, floodplains, and habitat.

Dams are shown from the New York State Inventory of Dams. While the DEC tries to maintain an accurate inventory, these data should not be relied upon for emergency response decision-making. DEC recommends that critical data, including dam location and hazard classification, be verified in the field. The presence or absence of a dam in this inventory does not indicate its regulatory status. Note that assessments by the DEC Hudson River Estuary Program in trial watersheds indicate that perhaps twice as many barriers exist than are recorded in the NYS Inventory of Dams. 

Culvert and bridge data are provided from the North Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity Collaborative (NAACC), a network focused on improving aquatic habitat connectivity across the Northeast region. Most road-stream crossings on public roads in Poestenkill have been assessed by DEC using NAACC protocols for passage by fish and other aquatic organisms, as well as for capacity to handle large storm events. Among assessed bridges and culverts, there are 24 known severe barriers with no passage for fish, and 32 partial barriers providing reduced fish passage. Technical assistance and grant funding are available through the Hudson River Estuary Program to prioritize known aquatic barriers for removal or mitigation.

3.8.6.6 Important Aquatic Networks

The Poesten Kill, with its many tributaries and wetlands, forms the most important aquatic network in the Town.  The Wynants Kill forms a much smaller aquatic network in the southwestern part of the Town.  The New Foundland Creek due to its length and large associated wetlands before it flows into the Poesten Kill is also an important aquatic network. The large Newfoundland wetland adjacent to the Poestenkill airport is important aquatic habitat for ducks, geese, and other wetland birds such as American bittern, swamp sparrow, and red-winged blackbird. 

3.8.7 Wetlands
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A wetland is a distinct ecosystem that is saturated by water, either permanently or seasonally, where oxygen-free processes prevail, resulting in distinctive hydric soils and vegetation adapted to these conditions. There are many types of wetlands found in Poestenkill, including swamp, marsh, bog, fen, vernal pool, and peatland (Map 13). 

Wetlands play a number of functions, including water purification, water storage, processing of carbon and other nutrients, stabilization of shorelines, and support of plants and animals. Wetlands are also considered the most biologically diverse of all ecosystems, serving as home to a wide range of plant and animal life. Wetland health and function depend in large part on the characteristics of the surrounding upland buffer area. Both diminish when a wetland is surrounded by pavement, buildings, and pollution-generating or other incompatible land uses (Environmental Law Institute 2008). Methods for rapidly assessing wetland functions, ecological health, and general wetland condition have been developed in many regions and have contributed to wetland conservation partly by raising public awareness of the functions and the ecosystem services some wetlands provide.

Because of the important ecological services they provide to society, activities in wetlands that can adversely affect wetland functions are regulated at both the State level (New York State Department of Environmental Conservation [DEC]), and the Federal level (US Army Corps of Engineers [USACE]).  DEC regulates wetlands in New York that exceed 5 hectares in size (12.4 acres). The USACE regulations are currently undergoing revision. In general, federal protections apply to wetlands adjacent to perennial watercourses.

Knowing about local wetlands can enable the Town to proactively plan to conserve this critical part of our life support system. The Wetlands Map (Map 13) shows information from several existing sources that provide approximate locations and extent of wetlands. They are inherently inaccurate and not a substitute for site visits and on-the-ground delineation. Nonetheless, the Town can use these maps as a starting point for inventorying local wetlands and supplement them with more refined data as they become available. 
3.8.7.1 NYS Freshwater Wetlands And National Wetlands Inventory

Mapped wetlands on Map 13 are shown from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) as well as DEC’s Freshwater Wetlands Map, which is limited to wetlands regulated by DEC under the NYS Freshwater Wetlands Act. Open water habitats are symbolized in blue as “waterbodies.” Note that NWI maps often underestimate wetland area and omit smaller and drier wetlands (Zucker and Lau, unpublished report). In particular, vernal pools, wet meadows, and swamps are often under-represented on maps. Many of DEC’s wetland maps are outdated and have similar inaccuracies (Huffman and Associates 2000). DEC updated some of their wetland maps and released them in August 2014.

3.8.7.2 DEC Wetlands

Wetlands are widely scattered throughout the Town of Poestenkill (Map 13).  There are 25 state-regulated wetlands mapped by DEC, listed below.  The state-regulated wetlands are 12.4 acres or larger and include a protective buffer or “adjacent area” extending 100 feet landward of the wetland boundary.  The first letters in the wetland code for the DEC wetlands is based on the USGS quadrangle map in which they are located: AP = Averill Park and T = Taborton.

Wetland Code/Class



Wetland Code/Class
AP-6/II




T-8/II

AP-8/II




T-9/II

AP-9/II




T-10/II

AP-10/II




T-11/III

AP-11/II




T-12/II

AP-12/II




T-13/III

AP-13/II




T-17/IV

AP-14/II




T-21/II

AP-16/II




T-22/IV
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T-23/III

AP-18/I




T-49/II

AP-27/II
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Most of the large wetlands are shown on freshwater wetland maps prepared by the DEC.  The March 26, 1986 maps (nos. 11 and 12 of Rensselaer Co.) show 25 mapped wetlands in Poestenkill.  Most of these wetlands are Class II and are widely scattered about the Town, mostly along tributaries of the Poesten Kill.  The highest rated wetland in Town is Class I Wetland AP-18, a large complex of wetlands of about 160 acres (Vance, 1998).  This Class I wetland is located in both Poestenkill and the Town of Sand Lake and is located on both sides of Route 66 at Vosburg Pond.  Two other large wetlands of about 83 acres located in Poestenkill are Class II Wetlands AP-8 and AP-11 in northwestern Poestenkill.  Wetland AP-11 can be seen from Route 355 along Newfoundland Creek to the east of the Rensselaer County Airport.  Most wetland cover types are "flooded deciduous trees" and "flooded shrubs," with "flooded coniferous trees" as an additional cover type in the higher elevations in eastern Poestenkill.

The extent, if any, of human disturbance to the State regulated wetlands of Poestenkill is not entirely known due to the remoteness of some wetlands.  Evidence of earlier drainage projects can be seen in Wetlands AP-11 and AP-18.  Wooded wetlands are probably disturbed by logging from time to time.  Presently, many of the regulated wetlands appear to be relatively undisturbed.  The State regulated (DEC) wetlands in the Town of Poestenkill are mapped. These wetland maps have inherent inaccuracies. Therefore, a 500-foot “check zone” identifies adjacent areas that might also contain DEC regulatory wetlands.  

3.8.7.3 NWI Wetlands

A more comprehensive set of wetlands, including wetlands smaller than five hectares, was mapped by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and can be found in the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI).  The NWI mapping was conducted using aerial images and therefore the boundaries must be verified on the ground. Many smaller wetlands are not protected by Federal or State regulations. These wetlands can be more easily impacted by ditching, filling and other human disturbances.  Small wetlands are often important breeding habitats for amphibians where fish are absent. Wood frogs require small isolated wetlands, often referred to as vernal pools, to breed and can often be heard calling from them in late winter and early spring. Small wetlands also provide important benefits related to water purification and flood control.

DEC and NWI wetland maps are available online through the Hudson Valley Natural Resource Mapper: https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/112137.html. Not all wetlands within the Town are mapped by DEC or USFWS and the boundaries shown for those that are mapped should be considered “approximate”.  The jurisdictional wetland boundaries on any development site should be confirmed by a certified wetland delineator and shown on the development plat. 
3.8.7.4 Wetland Soils

County soil maps are also a good source for predicting the location of potential wetlands. Soils classified as very poorly drained or poorly drained are good indicators of probable wetland areas (and correspond to “hydric” soils in Poestenkill), and soils classified as somewhat poorly drained indicate possible wetland areas (Kiviat and Stevens 2001). The probable and possible wetland areas cover a greater area than NWI and DEC wetland layers and should always be verified in the field for the purposes of environmental review. Note that county soil units are only mapped to an approximate area of about two acres, and that soils within a unit may not be homogeneous. Digital data from NRCS for soil drainage classification are also incomplete for Rensselaer County; thus, there may be additional areas meeting these soil conditions.

Insert Map 12 - Wetlands
3.8.7.5 Vernal Pools

Vernal pools are small, shallow, seasonally flooded wetlands, usually located within an upland forest. They are typically flooded in spring or after a heavy rainfall, but are usually dry during summer. Many vernal pools are filled again in autumn. These isolated, ephemeral wetlands in forested areas provide habitat for many animals, including important breeding habitat for forest amphibians. Two well-known vernal pools exist at the Poestenkill Community Forest and Geiser Preserve where spring peepers and wood frogs breed.  Choruses of spring peepers can be heard at a number of vernal pools and wetlands on private property along Town roads in early spring.  Hundreds of spotted salamanders, red-spotted newts, wood frogs, and spring peepers are killed on rainy spring nights as they cross these Town roads to reach breeding habitats. Volunteers of the State’s Amphibian Migrations & Road Crossings Project move some of the amphibians across several Town roads to document these events and save crossing amphibians.  

Vernal pools often go undetected in the forest due to their small size and seasonal drawdown and are also vulnerable due to limited regulatory protection. Specific management recommendations can be found in Best Development Practices: Conserving Pool-Breeding Amphibians in Residential and Commercial Development in the Northeastern United States (Calhoun and Klemens 2002) and Maine Municipal Guide to Mapping and Conserving Vernal Pool Resources (Morgan and Calhoun 2012). The New York Natural Heritage Program’s Vernal Pool Mapping Project is beginning to map known vernal pools. For more information, visit http://nynhp.org/epa-vernal-pools.

3.8.7.6 Important Wetland Complexes

Poestenkill is home to several examples of high-quality wetlands and wetland complexes, which are geographic assemblages of wetlands (see the State Important Biodiversity Map [Map 14] and County Important Biodiversity Maps [Maps 1516a and 16b). Some wetlands are relics of the prehistoric glacial period and contain unique flora such as leatherleaf, bog laurel, pitcher plants and sundews.  The kettle-hole wetlands associated with Moules Pond and Hosford Pond are such examples.  Two wetland communities of about 10 acres each associated with Hosford Pond are identified as state-significant natural communities by the New York Natural Heritage Program (see Edinger et al., 2014 and https://guides.nynhp.org/ for habitat guides).  One is a "Dwarf Shrub Bog" and the other is an "Inland Poor Fen," both of which are rare to uncommon (21-100 occurrences) within New York State.  Moules Lake has a number of wetland community types associated with it including:  Red Maple-Hardwood Swamp (Blackgum variant), Shrub Swamp, Dwarf Shrub Bog, and Black Spruce-Tamarack Bog (Hunt, 1998).

Some coniferous wetlands more characteristic of the Adirondacks can be explored by the public at Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center and are identified as county-significant wetland complexes.  Part of Dustin Swamp at the Environmental Center in the Town of Poestenkill contains a Sedge Meadow community (Hunt, 1998).  Other wetland communities such as a Hemlock-Hardwood Swamp can be found in western Poestenkill, while Spruce-Fir Swamps are found scattered through eastern Poestenkill. Important mineral soil wetland complexes are also mapped along Newfoundland Creek, the Wynants Kill, and at Vosburgh Pond.

Wildlife records confirm the availability of high-quality wetland habitat in Poestenkill. American bittern, American black duck, and osprey have been documented through eBird. A Poestenkill bog is also the only known location of the rare forcipate emerald dragonfly south of the Adirondacks. Moose also rely on the Plateau’s extensive wetland habitats.

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Developers should have federal wetlands delineated before providing plans to the Planning Board.

Federal wetlands are not mapped as the NYS DEC wetlands are officially mapped. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the regulatory agency in charge of federal wetlands, encourages developers to have wetlands delineated by a certified consultant. The Army Corps personnel will review the maps in the field before certifying them.

· The Town may want to create buffer zones around wetlands and streams to protect these natural resources.

Wetlands provide water recharge areas, flood relief and water treatment as well as significant wildlife habitat. Erosion fills in wetlands significantly, reducing their capabilities to retain and filter stormwater, and leads to greater floods and lower water quality. Buffer zones, whether natural or landscaped, create an area where erosion is held back and stormwater is treated. The roots in the buffer zone will hold the stream bank.

3.8.8 Forest Lands

The Large Forests Map (Map 17) shows forests greater than 200 acres in size, which provide numerous benefits including wildlife habitat, clean water, climate moderation, and forest products. In general, larger forests provide higher quality habitat and greater benefits than smaller ones. The Rensselaer Plateau is characterized by remarkably intact forest cover, predominantly in private ownership. There are opportunities to support and promote forest stewardship throughout the Town, and to guide future land use in ways that maintain large forest tracts and minimize impacts to interior forest habitat.

Large forest patches were identified from 2010 land cover data developed for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Coastal Change Analysis Program. Land cover categories considered ‘forest’ for this analysis included deciduous forest, evergreen forest, mixed forest, and palustrine forested wetland. Roads were buffered and removed from forest patches to show results of development-related fragmentation. Interstate roads were buffered by a total of 300 feet and state and county roads by 66 feet. Forest patch size classifications are based on a literature review developed by the Nature Conservancy for the Orange County Open Space Plan (Orange County Planning Department 2004). Local forest block names are provided based on the Rensselaer Plateau Regional Conservation Plan (2013). 

In addition to large forests, the Large Forest Map identifies important forest interior habitat areas from the Rensselaer County Land Conservation Plan. These large forest areas far from roads and development are the most likely places in the Town to support populations of forest-interior nesting birds and other sensitive wildlife species. All of the forest interior areas are located on the Rensselaer Plateau. The Land Cover Map (Map 18) shows approximate locations of forests of all sizes in the Town. 

There are two “regionally significant” forest blocks mapped in eastern Poestenkill. The block north of Plank Road extends over 14,600 acres and encompasses the Ives Corner, Poesten Kill Headwaters, and Dyken Pond blocks identified in the Rensselaer Plateau Regional Conservation Plan (2013). The block to the south of Plank Road spans over 8,700 acres and is known by Perigo Hill. Forest patches greater than 6,000 acres provide habitat to many area-sensitive species and can accommodate large-scale disturbances that maintain forest health over time. Forests in this size range are able to maintain the wider range of habitats and conditions often required by forest-dependent species.

Two “locally significant” forest blocks lie just to the west: the 5,000-acre Davitt Pond block west of Blue Factory Road, and the 3,200-acre Snake Hill block west of Oak Hill and Mosher roads. These forests support county-important rocky slope and summit complexes associated with the Plateau’s escarpment (see County-Important Biodiversity Areas Map 16). “Locally significant” forest blocks represent the lower size limit of viable habitat for forest-dependent birds, which often require 2,500 to 7,500 acres of intact interior forest habitat. They can also provide important travel corridors between larger forest blocks. 

Several additional “stepping stone” forest patches are mapped along the Poesten Kill and in lower-lying areas of the Town west of the Plateau, ranging from 200 to 800 acres in size, the largest being the forests in the vicinity of Coopers Pond (where the Town of Poestenkill owns several parcels). Forests as small as 200 acres will support some forest-interior bird species, but several may be missing, and species that prefer “edge” habitats with higher disturbance levels will dominate. Smaller forests are more vulnerable to the spread of invasive species and less viable for timber management, among other values. Nevertheless, they may provide valuable corridors for wildlife movement and plant dispersal, allowing a large array of species to move safely from one habitat to another.

Three forest communities dominate these large forests in Poestenkill – Hemlock-Northern Hardwood Forest (7,425 acres), Beech-Maple Mesic Forest (3,052 acres), and Successional Northern Hardwoods (1,354 acres) (RPA 2014).  Appalachian Oak-Pine Forest (838) acres), Appalachian Oak-Hickory Forest (404 acres), Maple-Basswood Rich Mesic (383 acres), Spruce Flats (359 acres), and Hemlock-Hardwood Swamp (261 acres) are the other large forest communities in the Town on the Rensselaer Plateau.  The Appalachian Oak-Pine/Hickory Forests are found on the western slopes or western escarpment of the Rensselaer Plateau just north and south of the hamlet of Poestenkill.

Large forested interior areas provide habitat for wide-ranging mammals like moose, bobcat, fisher, and black bear and breeding habitats for birds such as northern goshawk, broad-winged hawk, scarlet tanagers, Blackburnian warbler, and blue-headed vireo. The Poestenkill Headwaters is particularly unique in this region of New York State as it contains red spruce and balsam fir and provides breeding habitat for a number of warbler species more typical of the Adirondacks (Canada, Magnolia, Nashville, Yellow-rumped, and Mourning warblers). Forest and forested stream corridors of eastern Poestenkill also support foraging habitat for NY- and US-Threatened northern long-eared bat and likely other bats, as well.

3.8.8.1 Forest Health

One of the greatest threats to forests in Poestenkill today is the introduction of tree diseases, forest pests, and other invasive species inadvertently brought in by people through landscaping and international commerce. Hemlock woolly adelgid and emerald ash borer have already done much damage in nearby towns, and are expected to eventually kill most large trees of these common species in the region. Also, oak wilt, a fungal disease which can quickly kill oak trees, is in nearby Schenectady County. The DEC Division of Lands and Forests has further information about Forest Health Issues and preventative measures to reduce the spread of pests, such as using locally-sourced firewood.  The Capital/Mohawk Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM) works to promote education, prevention, early detection and control of invasive species and is helping communities to prepare for and respond to this threat. Guiding future development to minimize forest fragmentation and loss will help minimize the spread of invasive species into interior forests and conserve important habitats in the Town.
Threats, Issues and Goals

· The Town recognizes forestry as an important industry in the town and encourages the best forestry practices to maintain the viability of the forest.

Forests provide a working landscape in the town of Poestenkill. Forestry performed poorly can lead to major erosion, silting of streams, and land slides in areas of slumping soils. Poor stream crossings of skid trails can destroy sections of streams and also lead to vehicles becoming stuck and work downtime. The NYS DEC has forestry guidelines that denote best management practices for the forestry industry. Logging can produce a vibrant ecosystem if performed properly and carefully, and leave a stronger forest.

3.8.9 Wildlife

Commonly observed wildlife throughout the town includes white-tailed deer, gray squirrels, turkeys and songbirds. Red-tailed hawks, woodchucks, crows and geese are more commonly seen in the mixed agricultural and residential areas in the western part of Poestenkill.

Occasional sightings of martens, black bears, and moose in the Rensselaer Plateau suggest that wildlife indicative of large, northern forests may be making a comeback to former cut-over forests of this area. Fox and coyote are common residents of the field and forest habitats. Bobcats, and bear are residents of the large forest tracts on the Rensselaer Plateau. Several moose are known to be living near the Poestenkill/Berlin boundary. A great blue heron rookery listed in the New York Natural Heritage Program has been associated with a beaver-flooded wetland near Dyken Pond.

The New York State Museum and Science Service studied small mammals at eight locations in the town in 1953. Small mammals found in Poestenkill included Smokey shrew, short-tailed shrew, northern flying squirrel, white-footed mouse, deer mouse, northern red-back mouse, woodland vole and eastern chipmunk.

Counts of winter birds in the southwestern section of the town have been made by the Hudson-Mohawk Bird Club each December since about 1966 as part of their Southern Rensselaer County Bird Count (Poestenkill sector). Some winter birds commonly observed on these surveys include European starling, cardinal, downy woodpecker, black-capped chickadee, American crow, dark-eyed junco, tree sparrow, house sparrow, house finch, tufted titmouse, and white-breasted nuthatch. No threatened or endangered birds have been recorded, but species of special concern such as the Eastern bluebird and grasshopper sparrow have been recorded in Poestenkill.

Poestenkill contains suitable habitat for both warm-water fish and cold-water fish species. Many unnamed ponds and small lakes provide warm water fisheries habitat while the Poesten Kill, Quacken Kill and Wynants Kill provide cold-water fisheries habitat. The latter also provide habitat for aquatic wildlife such as beaver, muskrat, herons, ducks, and northern water snakes and are an important source of drinking water to wildlife during summer droughts. Fish likely to be found in the Poesten Kill in the town include brown trout, brook trout, satinfin shiner, cutlips minnow, common shiner, bluntnose dace, longnose dace, creek chub, white sucker, tesselated darter and slimy sculpin.

In 1999, the NYS DEC conducted an Amphibian and Reptile Atlas Program. Surveys were made in Poestenkill and the following species were identified in the town: red-spotted newt, redback salamander, northern spring peeper, gray treefrog, bullfrog, northern leopard frog, wood frog, snapping turtle, musk turtle, northern water snake, and garter snake.  Other observed species include the spotted salamander,  northern two-lined salamander, northern dusky salamander, and  Allegheny mountain dusky salamander.
Threats, Issues and Goals

· As larger mammals return to habitats in Poestenkill, the Town encourages its residents in the more rural areas to live sensibly with their new wild neighbors.

Bears, coyotes, and moose, once hunted to oblivion in Rensselaer County, have made a comeback into the Rensselaer Plateau and rural areas. Although these large animals can be dangerous, they will usually leave residents and visitors alone if simple precautions are followed. Garbage should be kept in sturdy containers or indoors and bird feeders should be left empty during the summer season so as not to attract bears with a possible food source. Bears should not be fed by humans either as it inures them to humans. Bears and moose should not be challenged, and attempts should not be made to pet them. Coyotes and bobcats are usually shy, retiring animals and any that do not make attempts to avoid human contact should be avoided due to rabies concerns. Residents and visitors should be reminded to back away from these large animals until a safe distance is between them. Whistling, humming and singing while hiking in the deep forest will announce your presence to these animals long before you notice them, allowing them to evade human contact.

3.9 CLIMATE

Climate has a great influence on both our natural systems and ourselves.  For example, precipitation provides the water upon which natural systems depend and also shapes the human landscape through erosion.  Additionally, temperature greatly influences the growth of vegetation and provides seasonal variation.  Poestenkill, NY is located in what is known as the Temperate Zone, and lies within two distinct climatic regions.  The eastern section on the Rensselaer Plateau lies in Region III, an area of cold snowy winters and cool wet summers.  The lower elevations of the western section of Postenkill lie in Region VI, known as the Hudson Transition Region, which is warmer and drier (Thompson, 1966)  

The differences in these two sections of Poestenkill were once easily comparable using weather data of two nearby weather stations of differing elevation: Troy (Region VI) at elevation 20 feet and Grafton (Region III) at 1562 feet. The western section of Poestenkill is more similar to Troy, while the eastern section on the plateau is more similar to Grafton. As of 1996, the mean annual temperature at Troy was 48.4 (F), while Grafton was slightly cooler at 44.9 (F) (Garwood, 1996). However, the climate has warmed significantly since 1996. In comparison, the mean annual temperature in Troy for 1981-2010 was 49.2 (F), and in Grafton it was 45.4 (F). Mean total annual precipitation in 1996 was 36.99 inches at Troy and 45.81 inches at Grafton, with 45.9 inches of snowfall in Troy compared to 83.2 inches at Grafton. For 1981-2010, mean annual snowfall in Troy decreased to 36.8 inches. The Grafton weather station closed in 2010 and long-term averages are no longer available for all measurements at that site to allow present-day comparison.
Snowfall generally occurs between November and April with the most snow falling in January.  Differences in snowfall are the most visible climatic differences seen between the two climatic zones of Poestenkill.  Frequently, during the winter, one can be driving in the lower elevations of western Poestenkill and suddenly encounter snow while climbing in elevation towards the hamlets of Ives Corner and East Poestenkill.  Commuters coming off the plateau will often experience snowfall at higher elevations that dissipates to rain as they descend in elevation. The Pineridge Cross-Country Ski facility is located in eastern Poestenkill because of the higher amounts of snow the area receives.  

Much of the rainfall and snowfall during the cooler months does not evaporate and contributes to a water surplus.  The mean annual water surplus averages about 12 to 16 inches in Poestenkill (Thompson, 1966: 73).  Most of this water surplus drains into our aquifers or becomes runoff water in our wetlands, ponds and streams.

The cooler temperatures experienced on the plateau account for a shorter growing season for gardens.  The frost-free period here may be 100 to 150 days, while the lower elevations experience 150 to 200 frost-free days (Thompson, 1966).

 Averages for Troy in the following National Climate Data Center (NOAA) table for the period 1981-2010 update the above information analogous to the western section of Poestenkill.
Table 1A.  Weather data for Troy (T) and Grafton (G), Rensselaer County, New York (Garwood, 1996).
	
	
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Yr.

	Mean

Temp (f)
	T
	21.8
	24.0
	34.3
	47.2
	58.9
	67.8
	73.1
	71.1
	62.5
	50.9
	40.7
	28.6
	48.4

	
	G
	19.5
	21.7
	31.4
	43.9
	55.6
	63.5
	68.2
	66.3
	58.5
	48.1
	37.1
	25.3
	44.9

	Total Precip. (in)
	T
	1.99
	1.91
	2.75
	3.23
	3.61
	3.79
	3.96
	3.86
	3.18
	3.07
	3.77
	2.47
	36.99

	
	G
	2.62
	2.39
	3.26
	3.89
	4.48
	4.86
	4.35
	4.70
	4.10
	3.89
	4.11
	3.16
	45.81

	Total Snow (in)
	T
	11.8
	10.7
	7.8
	1.7
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.1
	3.4
	10.4
	45.9

	
	G
	19.8
	16.6
	14.0
	6.0
	0.7
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.9
	7.8
	17.4
	83.2

	Days snow > 1 in.
	T
	22
	18
	9
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	12
	64

	
	G
	26
	25
	19
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	6
	19
	99


Table 1B. Climate Averages for Troy, 1981-2010 (NOAA)
	Month
	Precipitation (Inches)
	Minimum Temp (°F)
	Average Temp (°F)
	Maximum Temp (°F)

	January
	2.58
	14.4
	23.2
	31.9

	February
	2.19
	16.6
	26.0
	35.5

	March
	2.94
	25.0
	34.8
	44.6

	April
	3.30
	37.4
	48.1
	58.8

	May
	3.77
	47.7
	59.1
	70.6

	June
	4.28
	57.8
	68.3
	78.9

	July
	4.30
	62.8
	73.3
	83.8

	August
	4.12
	60.7
	71.5
	82.2

	September
	3.52
	52.4
	63.4
	74.4

	October
	4.01
	40.7
	51.2
	61.7

	November
	3.17
	32.4
	41.0
	49.6

	December
	2.64
	22.1
	29.7
	37.3


3.9.1 Climate Projections

Trends recorded at the Troy and Grafton weather stations show steady and rapid changes in Rensselaer County’s climate that reflect global trends. It is vital for local decision-makers to understand these trends and the related climate hazards facing the region and to plan for future conditions. Natural resources can offer climate change protection because plants and trees purify water and air, store carbon, cool the air and can even grow back stronger after a storm. This section presents general climate information prepared for Hudson Valley communities by the NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary Climate Program.
 Responding to Climate Change in New York State (the ClimAID Report), written in 2011 and updated in 2014, provides the most accurate and up to date climate projections for New York State.
 ClimAID translated Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) scenarios into more robust regional-scale predictions incorporating local data inputs and expert knowledge. Poestenkill is located within the ClimAID climate region 5. Note that models are inherently uncertain and simply present a range of possible scenarios to assist people and communities plan for the future. Future climate changes in Poestenkill could exceed or fall short of these projections. 

Looking towards the future, there are two prominent climate trends that will affect Poestenkill and the region: increasing temperatures and shifting precipitation patterns. Communities along the Hudson River Estuary will also be affected by sea-level rise (SLR), not discussed here.
3.9.1.1 Temperature

New York has experienced particularly rapid changes to the regional climate in the last century.  This trend is projected to continue through the 21st century. Global average temperature has been rising in unison with increasing input of insulating greenhouse gases driving changes to regional and local climate. Warming atmospheric temperature alters the water cycle leading to more extreme precipitation, short-term drought, and severe storms. Since 1970 Poestenkill has seen a 2°F increase in average annual temperature and a 5°F winter temperature increase. These increases are above both the national and global increase in annual temperature during the same period. Current projections see an additional increase of about 4-6°F in the coming decades and up to 11°F by 2100. 
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Increasing annual temperatures will lead to more frequent, intense, and long-lasting heat waves during the summer, posing a serious threat to human health and increased electricity demand from air conditioning. By mid-century, Poestenkill could annually experience three to 10 days above 95 degrees, and five to seven heat waves that last one to two days longer than average. Increasing temperature not only affects human health and ecosystems but can impact the electrical needs of a community, putting strain on both budgets and the grid, while increasing challenges in agriculture and other industries.
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*Projections not available at this time

3.9.1.2 Precipitation

Precipitation has become more variable and extreme in the Northeast, whereas total rainfall has changed only marginally. The amount of rain falling in heavy downpour events increased 71% from 1958 to 2012 in the Northeast.
 Projections indicate total annual precipitation could increase as much as 12% by mid-century and 21% by 2100. Overall, New York State models project more dry periods intermixed with heavy rain and decreased snow cover in winter. However, precipitation projections are considered more uncertain since it is difficult to model. In addition to elevating flood risk, infrastructure such as roads and the town’s wastewater system can become strained during heavy rains.
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3.9.1.3 Resources for more information
NYS Climate Smart Communities https://climatesmart.ny.gov/ 

The Climate Program for the NYS DEC Hudson River Estuary Program: http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/39786.html
Cornell WRI Resources for Resilience: https://wri.cals.cornell.edu/hudson-river-estuary/climate-change-hudson-river-estuary/resources-resilience/
3.9.1.4 CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Valuable ecosystem services provided by Poestenkill’s landscapes include harvested products (food, timber, biomass, maple syrup), clean water and flood control, soil conservation and carbon sequestration, biodiversity support and genetic resources, recreation, and preservation of wild places and heritage sites. Ecosystems recharge groundwater supplies and reduce soil erosion by creating catchments that enhance rainwater infiltration into soils as opposed to allowing rapid runoff of storm water into streams. The healthy vegetation of landscapes helps to stabilize and conserve soils, and also sequesters carbon above ground in the standing biomass of trees and perennial plants and below ground in the form of roots and soil organic matter. The diverse flora and fauna supported by Poestenkill landscapes play a role in maintaining Earth’s biological heritage, and the complex interactions among species benefit society in many ways, such as natural control of insect pests and disease. Genetic diversity will be essential for the natural adaptation of our ecosystems to environmental stresses such as high temperatures and drought that will be exacerbated by climate change. In addition, genetic diversity has potential economic value for new pharmaceuticals, or for organisms or compounds with biotechnology applications.

In the face of climate change Poestenkill residents and conservation groups are encouraged to protect land that provides plant and animal habitat amidst changing temperatures, rainfall patterns, and major weather events.  Because climate resiliency and elevation are linked, areas near the plateau escarpment and other places with higher elevation should be considered for habitat conservation and forest land uses with development encouraged in areas less important for conservation of biodiversity. 

Climate resilient land conservation planning includes climate change as a threat to the natural resources otherwise valued. Map 18 shows climate resilience values for biodiversity in Poestenkill from the Nature Conservancy’s Resilient Sites for Terrestrial Conservation project. Modeling for climate resilience was based on three primary attributes: geodiversity (diversity of physical environments), topographic complexity, and landscape connectedness. Sites that have both complex topography and connected land cover are places where conservation action is most likely to succeed in the long term. 

Geodiversity reflects unique combinations of geology, elevation, and landforms. Ecosystem and species diversity relate strongly to their associated geophysical settings. Conserving a range of physical environments will in turn protect a diversity of plants and animals under both current and future climates.

Complex topography and elevation gradients are important too because they affect temperature and moisture levels, creating microclimates. In addition to slope, factors that create microclimates include the amount of shade, proximity to a body of water such as streams and springs, and slope direction. For example, here in the northern hemisphere, south-facing slopes are usually warmer and drier than north-facing slopes because they receive more heat from the sun. Amidst changing climatic conditions, microclimates create opportunities for species to move to more favorable nearby habitats, such as the cooler north side of a mountain or hill, or to a valley floor, or to a moister, shaded area. Alternatively, dry rock outcroppings and rounded bluffs, tend to be warmer and have less vegetation providing glade and cliff habitat for species adapted to drier, warmer conditions. 

Connected landscapes are places that allow species to move and disperse, and processes like water movement can occur unimpeded. Keeping the diversity of physical environments and microclimates of Rensselaer County naturally connected is critical for the survival of native species. Year-round wildlife residents need connectivity for daily activities such as finding food and water, resting places, and breeding sites while migratory species need connectivity to travel to and from the habitats they favor. And as the climate changes, connectivity becomes increasingly important for both local species relocating to nearby microclimates, and more widespread species movement in Rensselaer County. Land that enables species to move through the landscape without barriers is important to maintain future biodiversity. These barriers include both natural impediments, such as mountains, rivers, and lakes, and man-made ones like roads, buildings, and fences.  

Map 19 shows climate resiliency values for biodiversity suggested in the Poestenkill Natural Resources Inventory. The map shows areas that offer the greatest potential for species to adapt as the climate changes. A dark green color indicates that the area has high estimated resilience. Brown indicates areas vulnerable to climate change. Above-average resilient sites in the Town include much of the Rensselaer Plateau, especially the escarpment, Barberville Falls gorge, and Perigo Hill. Additional above-average resilient sites include areas surrounding wetlands and waterbodies such as Coopers and Vosburgh ponds.  

3.10 Scenic and Recreational Resources

As noted in the first Master Plan for the town of Poestenkill developed by Russell Bailey & Associates in 1970: “The community has many important assets; one of which is the scenic, rural character of the Town.” The mixture of farmland, woodlots, wetlands, successional fields and rolling hills gives western Poestenkill its rural scenic quality. Behind this rural landscape is the backdrop of the Rensselaer Escarpment, which rises 500 feet from the valley floor of the Poesten Kill. In contrast to western Poestenkill, the eastern section on top of the Rensselaer Plateau is hilly and largely forested with hardwood and conifer forests.

The western slope or escarpment of the Rensselaer Plateau in Poestenkill is an important scenic resource. The Rensselaer Escarpment is also an important regional landscape feature that can be seen from distant locations such as the Helderberg Escarpment in Albany County. Local roads and hilltops provide many open vistas of the Rensselaer Escarpment. Traveling northbound on NY Route 351 provides excellent views of the escarpment, especially during fall foliage season. Scenic vistas of the plateau can be seen from other roadway hilltops (e.g., Weatherwax Road) when viewing in an easterly direction.

Open panoramic views of western Poestenkill and distant views of the Catskill Mountains to the southwest and the Helderberg Hills to the west can be seen from roadways and residential properties along the western slopes of the Rensselaer Plateau. Open land such as the area south of Hinkle Road and along Snake Hill Road have been selected for residential development in part because of the panoramic views and distant scenic features which can be observed from the escarpment area. Similar views can be seen from cliffs located on the western slope of the Rensselaer Escarpment north of Hinkle Road. The growth of trees has reduced this view compared with turn-of-the-century photographs of the area. Private trails on Snake Hill also lead to scenic overlooks both to the west and towards eastern Poestenkill.
The 1970 Master Plan encouraged the Town to develop Plank Road as a “scenic drive” along the Poesten Kill with public picnic areas, a Town Park, and scenic overlooks and vista clearings.  Although these recommendations were not carried out, they remain good recommendations which would focus public attention on this stream which runs through the middle of the Town and gives it its name.  If implemented, these recommendations would also provide recreational opportunities to the Town residents and enhance the aesthetic enjoyment of this important resource.

The 2006 Comprehensive Plan (p. 19) recommends encouraging development behind ridgelines and set back from scenic resources, and to consider conservation and cluster developments to preserve scenic resources.

The “Rensselaer County Land Conservation Plan” (2018) lists five areas in Poestenkill as ‘high priority scenic areas” including: Rte 351 north of town center, western escarpment of the Rensselaer Plateau east of Reichards Farm Road, Barberville Falls, Rensselaer Plateau around Perigo Hill and north and northeast, and Dyken Pond Center. 

3.10.1 Conservation Lands

There are a number of conserved lands in Poestenkill under different ownerships (Map  20).  One of the largest conservation acquisitions in the Town was recently made by the Conservation Fund, which purchased the former Cowee Forest lands in southeastern Poestenkill (468 acres) and has plans to transfer these to New York State as forest lands.  This area also contains the Geiser Preserve (95 acres) owned by the Rensselaer Land Trust (RLT).  Also nearby is the Poestenkill Community Forest (435 acres) owned by another land trust organization, the Rensselaer Plateau Alliance.  

The RLT holds a number of conservation easements on lands not open to the public in Poestenkill including the following: Common Farms (130 acres), Sluyter (105 acres), Colehamer (62 acres), and Plateau Escarpment (56 acres). The Agricultural Stewardship Association recently purchased the development rights on the 300-acre Wagner dairy farm which straddles the boundary between Poestenkill and Brunswick.  The Natural Resource Conservation Service holds an easement on approximately 48 acres on Columbia Hill Road under the NRCS wetland reserve program, which restores wetlands after they have been drained for agriculture or otherwise disturbed.

3.10.1.1 Barberville Falls Preserve

The 135-acre Barberville Falls Preserve in the center of Poestenkill was conserved by The Eastern New York Chapter of The Nature Conservancy and is now owned and operated by the Rensselaer Plateau Alliance with the help of a committee of local residents.  The area was farmed during the 1800s and around 1900 construction was begun on a community-financed hydroelectric plant at the top of the falls which was never completed.  The preserve is next to the hamlet of Barberville.  Here the Poesten Kill flows 90 feet off the Rensselaer Plateau into a deep pool.  The main rock formation on the falls is Rensselaer graywacke.  There are three trails in the preserve which takes one through the Hemlock-Northern Hardwood Forest.  Along the Ridge and Creek Trails in the gorge one can see a variety of wildflowers including: starflower, Canada mayflower, Indian cucumber root, jack-in-the-pulpit, painted trillium, trout lily, dwarf ginseng, wild sarsaparilla, early meadow rue, Solomon’s seal, false Solomon’s seal, wood anemone, wake robin, partridge berry, fringed polygala, blue-bead lily, bishop’s cap, foam flower, blue cohosh, wild geranium, and cardinal flower.  There are mosses, lichens, horsetails and ferns as well.  The forest along the stream is a mixture of coniferous hemlock and hardwoods such as red and sugar maple, yellow birch and white ash.  Davitt Pond Brook flows into the Poesten Kill on the east side of the gorge.  The Creek Trail is an old logging trail on the west bank of the Poesten Kill.  Cliff communities of liverworts, mosses and ferns have formed on the moist, exposed vertical rocks along the falls and on the eastern side of the gorge.

Parking by visitors to the falls area has created problems around the intersection of Plank Road (Co. Route 40) and Blue Factory Road (Co. Route 79) in the past. Parking in the vicinity of the preserve was limited to two pull offs located on the north side of Plank Road near the Brookside Cemetery. A new trail head with parking for approximately 18 cars has been constructed on Bluefactory Road. A new trail to the north side of the falls is planned to allow safer  access to a viewing platform  at the base of the falls.  
3.10.1.2 Poestenkill Community Forest 

The Poestenkill Community Forest (PCF) is a 435-acre forested parcel located on Legenbauer Road in Poestenkill, on the east-central part of the Rensselaer Plateau. It is open to the public and provides for recreational trails for Plateau residents and visitors, serves as a demonstration area of best management practices for forest stewardship, and is a venue for a variety of other educational programs for adults and children.  Additionally, the area is vitally important for watershed protection and wildlife habitat.

The PCF property is a beautiful and ecologically important piece of the Rensselaer Plateau, consisting of a diverse tapestry of northern hardwood, hemlock, and mixed hardwood/softwood stands. Prevalent species include red maple, hemlock, beech, black cherry, sugar maple, yellow, paper, and black birch, red oak, big tooth and quaking aspen, and to a lesser extent white pine, red spruce, and balsam fir. The property is primarily mature, closed canopy forest, especially north of Legenbauer Road, but also includes a small open meadow, and open areas with early successional growth south of Legenbauer Road around the gravel pits. Terrain is variable, from level, to gently rolling, to moderately, and in places, steeply sloping. Over 38 acres of open and forested freshwater wetlands, one perennial headwater stream, and three intermittent headwater streams of the Poesten Kill are the water features on the property, enhancing it with habitat diversity as well as scenic beauty.  The interesting diversity of habitats relates to the diversity of topography left by the retreating glacier about 13,000 years ago.
Game of Logging- chainsaw training at Poestenkill Community Forest
Forest landowner education programs are offered on site through RPA’s Working Forest Initiative, as well as New York State logger training through a partnership with New York Logger Training, Inc. Partnerships with the Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center and local schools promote service learning and citizen science projects.

  

The PCF also includes an extensive network of hiking trails, several specialty mountain bike trails, remnants of the colonial era Albany-Boston Post Road, the ruins of a mid-twentieth century sap house, and numerous stone walls that defined pastures and fields from a bygone era of subsistence farming.

3.10.1.3 Geiser Preserve

The Geiser Preserve contains 95 acres of forest around the highest point in Poestenkill - Perigo Hill.  The preserve was a gift to the Rensselaer-Taconic Land Conservancy (now Rensselaer Land Trust) from Ruth Nevin, a Taborton teacher, who purchase the land in 1932.  The elevations range from 1600 to 1891 feet.  The forest is a mixture of eastern hemlock, sugar maple and American beech.  The understory contains witch hobble, striped maple, and a carpet of ferns including royal, interrupted, lady, wood, marginal shield, Christmas, maidenhair, hay-scented, bracken and grape.  Logging roads from Linderman Road lead to the preserve from the south which is crossed by the old abandoned Eastern Turnpike which went from Albany to Boston. There is also trail access to the Geiser Preserve from the Poestenkill Community Forest. There is an impressive view from the peak when the leaves have fallen off the trees.

3.10.1.4 Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center

Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center is owned by Rensselaer County and is located in the Towns of Poestenkill and Grafton.  One small land parcel of about 30 acres south of Dyken Pond Road and west of Dustin Swamp lies in the Town of Poestenkill in its northeastern corner.  The Center is located in the “Core Tract” of the Rensselaer Plateau.  The Center is between 1600 and 1800 ft elevation and offers a mixture of forest habitats, wetlands, small streams, and a sizable lake - Dyken Pond.  According to the “Natural Areas of Rensselaer County, New York,” the area is rich in animal life, including coyote, bobcat, black bear, porcupine, otter and mink.  Birds include great blue heron, common raven, barred owl, and wildlife usually associated with more remote regions of the state.  In 1998 the Rensselaer-Taconic Land Conservancy (now Rensselaer Land Trust) published the “Botanical Resources of Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center.”   A number of plant specimens mapped in the botanical survey are from the parcel in Poestenkill.

The Poestenkill section of the Center was created in 1990 with the 10-acre Eischen parcel and added to in 1991 with 19 acres of the Mulson parcel.  The Poestenkill section is crossed by the Long Trail and a loop trail.  The trail crosses a western finger of Dustin Swamp which is now a Sedge Meadow with a boardwalk.  Dead red spruce snags now stand as lonely sentinels in this wetland which is periodically flooded by beaver dams.  The Poestenkill section also includes part of a Spruce-Fir Swamp and upland communities of Pine-Northern Hardwood Forest, Beech-Maple Mesic Forest and Hemlock-Northern Hardwood Forest. 

3.10.1.5 Poesten Kill

The Poesten Kill is another important natural scenic feature in the local landscape. The stream as it flows off the Rensselaer Plateau creates a spectacular waterfall at the hamlet of Barberville (see above). There are roads along most of the Poesten Kill throughout the Town, which provide many opportunities for the public to view this stream during the seasonal changes of the year. Late winter snowmelts can provide some spectacular views of this dynamic stream. The best viewing opportunities of the Poesten Kill can be seen along the corridor of Plank Road between Barberville and the last stream crossing near the border with the Town of Berlin. Pedestrian walkways on bridge crossings, such as NY Route 351 near Town Hall, also provide viewing locations of the Poesten Kill.

3.10.2 Recreational Areas

3.10.2.1 Poestenkill Softball field

Add information here
3.10.2.2 Public Fishing

A DEC-designated parking area for trout fishing exists off Garfield Road along the Quacken Kill and its confluence with the Poesten Kill (Map 19).  Other undesignated “pull-offs” exist along the Poesten Kill mostly from Fifty Six Road and south throughout the Town.

3.10.2.3 Camp Rotary Scout Reservation

Camp Rotary Scout Reservation consists of over 1250 acres in the Towns of Poestenkill and Grafton owned by the Twin Rivers Council of Boy Scouts of America.  The southern section of the Reservation around Davitt Pond lies in Poestenkill.  The Boy Scouts have marked trails throughout the reservation, which can be used with permission.  The area is covered by extensive stands of Hemlock-Northern Hardwood Forest.  

3.10.2.4 Pineridge Crosscountry Ski Area

Pineridge Cross-country ski area on Plank Road in East Poestenkill offers 22 miles of groomed trails along the picturesque Poesten Kill and woodlands.  It also offers 10 miles of trails for snowshoeing.  Ski trails are located in hardwood and coniferous forests and some go up to elevation 1746 feet with views to the east of the Taconic Range in eastern Rensselaer County and Mount Greylock in Massachusetts.

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Encourage development behind ridgelines and set back from important scenic resources.

· Consider conservation and cluster developments to preserve scenic areas.
Subdivisions that ignore slopes, natural features and open spaces often devalue the natural features they are trying to take advantage of. The clustering of lots away from a view can preserve the view for all the houses. The placement of lots and houses can detract from or improve scenic resources. Farm fields that appear to be growing houses that look like they are dropped from the sky are not as attractive as houses that are carefully sited to fit into their surroundings. Placing a house near the edge of woods in a farm field allows views of both the woods and farm field. Adding features such as hedgerows, stone or rustic wood fences and careful landscaping can soften a development’s impacts.

Map 20: Scenic Resources
4.  Historic & Cultural Resources

4.1 Poestenkill’s Past

Named for its principal stream, the town of Poestenkill was formed from part of the town of Sand Lake in 1848. The land on which the town was established was once part of the colony of Rensselaerwyck, a 700,000-acre area covering most of the present-day Albany and Rensselaer counties and part of Columbia County. A patroon, or wealthy Dutch landowner, named Kilean Van Rensselaer, owned the colony. Van Rensselaer and his descendants encouraged settlement in the upper Hudson Valley by providing tenant farmers with seeds, plows, and other farm implements, as well as some livestock. In return, occupants had to pay rent to the patroon’s agent. Trappers and traders participating in the lucrative fur trade also located in the area.

The first permanent settlements in the town were made by farmers prior to the Revolutionary War. Archelaus Lynd was given the use of 300 acres of land for two years by the Van Rensselaers. This was done for the purpose of opening up and settling this section of the manor or patroonship. Lynd made his first clearing about 1775 on White Church Road near the vicinity of the cemetery, which is today called Hillside. Years ago the cemetery was known as the Lynd Cemetery, after Archelaus Lynd who founded it in 1762.

Other settlers who came to the area before the Revolutionary War included the Strunks, Ives, Whylands, Barringer, and Blewers families. Some pioneer families came during and immediately after the war from “over east,” which is western Massachusetts, southern Vermont, and New Hampshire. Many also emigrated to Poestenkill from Connecticut. Records show that several earlier families came up the Hudson River as far as Albany or Troy, then moved eastward into the wilderness of present-day Rensselaer County. Others followed the mountains to settle in the eastern section of Poestenkill. These small hamlets no longer exist. To the north and east of East Poestenkill are sites of Rogers Bridge, Red Rock, Oak Hill, and Four Corners. Four Corners was located on Perigo Mountain and was once populated by sturdy German settlers.

The trails that the settlers followed soon became roads that connected the growing industrial Troy with growing industrial communities in Massachusetts. These roadways also provided the routes for raw materials and food, as well as pieced materials bound for the mills. As all traffic went by foot power or horse power, inns were developed as rest stops for weary travelers to get food, fresh horses and the occasional bed for the night. Due to the traffic around some of these inns, additional services such as a store, competing inns, and blacksmith shops developed.

By the nineteenth century, the town of Poestenkill had four hamlets. The principal village, situated just west of the town’s geographical center along the Poestenkill Creek, was known as Poestenkill Village. It contained several stores and churches, a hotel, and a sawmill. East Poestenkill, the second of four hamlets, was formerly known as Columbia and contained a Methodist and a Baptist Church, two stores, an inn, and about 100 inhabitants. Barberville, a small settlement east of Poestenkill Village, boasted a tollgate, a hotel, store, shoemaker shop, and about a dozen houses. Ives Corners, the smallest of the four hamlets, was further north and east.

Poestenkill was the site of a popular mineral spring health spa until it was destroyed by flood in 1813-14. The Poestenkill Creek supplied water power for mills located along its banks, such as a grist mill, saw mill, tannery, collar shop, etc. Craft industries developed early in the nineteenth century and were replaced by piecework and support industries serving the larger manufacturing concerns, which prospered with river and rail access in Troy and Rensselaer. Agricultural products, kindling, charcoal, ferns, and berries provided cash income for residents not involved in manufacturing. As transportation improved and subsistence farming declined into the twentieth century, Poestenkill followed the natural pattern of urbanization with increased reliance on the heavily developed areas along the Hudson River. Today, the town is primarily a bedroom community for residents working elsewhere in the Capital Region.

4.2 Sites and Buildings of Historical Significance

Table 1, below, provides examples of structures located in the Poestenkill hamlet that may be of historical and/or architectural significance. The list is by no means complete. It should be noted that a formal survey of Poestenkill’s historic resources has not been conducted. Additional research and documentation would be necessary to evaluate these and other potentially significant structures in the Town and determine their eligibility for National Historic Register listing and/or local protective measures.

	Table 1: Buildings of Potential Historic/Architectural Significance, Poestenkill Hamlet

	Site
	Location
	Description

	Poestenkill Christian Church
	Snyders Corners Road
	This church was organized in 1850. The present building was erected in 1900 and boasts some of the most spectacular stained glass windows in Rensselaer County.

	Evangelical Lutheran Church
	Round Top Road
	This church originated when a group split off from the Lutheran congregation in West Sand Lake. A chapel was built and dedicated in 1832. By 1865, the congregation had outgrown the chapel so they demolished it, laid a new cornerstone, and constructed the present edifice.

	Bubie’s General Store
	Main Street, west of the Four Corners
	Formerly the Woodbine Hotel, a place where alcoholic beverages and groceries were sold and lectures and entertainment were held.

	Sagendorf Home
	Plank Road and Round Top Road
	Built by Lysander Clickner around 1887. The house once housed a meat market. Original horse stalls and chicken coops are still in what is now the garage.

	Liberty Home
	Main Street
	This home was known for many years as the Barringer home. The west side of the house was once a school house; living quarters for the teacher were provided upstairs.

	Daley Home
	Main Street
	Built in 1863 by a Dutch family. Early owners were the Cottrells and the Whylands. It is a polychromed brick and slate Victorian with a cupola on the roof, unique for Poestenkill.

	Lynd Home
	Main Street near the firehouse
	Three generations of Holsers lived in this gracious homestead, breeding and raising Leghorn chickens and registered Holstein cattle. The house was originally part of the Lynd estate.

	Tank House
	Main Street (behind Lynd home)
	This structure was located on the Lynd farm and was a collar factory. The third floor of the building housed a big tank that was filled with water by the windmill and used to power the sewing machines on the lower floors.

	Tripi Residence
	White Church Road
	Believed to be the oldest surviving home in Poestenkill; probably built by Archelaus Lynd shortly after moving to the Town in the 1750s. It has three original fireplaces made of adobe clay and brick. There are remains of a beehive fireplace in the basement. It is a typical example of an early yeoman’s house.

	Old Parsonage
	Plank Road, across from the post office
	This home was built in 1860 and is pictured in many of Joseph Hidley’s paintings of Poestenkill village. It was a parsonage for the Poestenkill Christian Church until 1967 when it was sold. The home had many kerosene lamps of the type used during that period. Thought to have been built by the Ives family.

	Dater Home
	Plank Road, across from the post office
	This home was probably built by the Ives family and then owned by the Dater family until the 1960s. It is pictured in many of Joseph Hidley’s paintings. Mr. Dater was a local businessman manufacturing shirts in “The Shop” behind his house. He was also an accomplished musician and served as Town Clerk.

	Select School
	Foot of Snake Hill Road
	This building was once a “select school,” a private, post-graduate school that operated for only a few years in the 1850s. At one time, the basement contained a bone-grinding machine operated by Jacob Veith, a butcher as well as operator of the Eagle Hotel that was located across Plank Road.

	Interstate Laminates
	Main Street
	In the years immediately following W.W.I, the town’s economy was given a boost by the appearance of a “big business”, the first and only of its kind to appear in Poestenkill. The mill was a branch of the Swans Down Mills of Hudson. It was this business that first brought electricity as far as the village in 1921. This business closed in 1927 and several years later, the 7-UP bottling company moved in and employed many people.

	Poestenkill Town Hall
	Farm-to-Market Road or White Church Road
	This property was set aside in 1788 by Stephen Van Rensselaer for a school. Five acres were taken from lands leased to Barringer, Peck and Strunk, early settlers. After the school was built, officials leased the remaining lots, and only in the late 1900s was ownership finally resolved. The original 1788 school, known as District #7 of Sand Lake, was replaced in 1823, and the old school sold for $45.00. Yet another replacement school was built in 1848, known as District #3, or “The Village School.” The next “New School” was built in 1927. When it has ceased to be useful as a school, the building was bought by the Town and now houses the Town Offices.


Old Parsonage
Photo  - Plank Road, across from the post office

Dater Home

This home was probably built by the Ives family and then owned by the Dater family until the 1960s. It is pictured in many of Joseph Hidley’s paintings. Mr. Dater was a local businessman manufacturing shirts in “The Shop” behind his house. He was also an accomplished musician and served as Town Clerk.

Select School
Foot of Snake Hill Road

This building was once a “select school,” a private, post-graduate school that operated for only a few years in the 1850s. At one time, the basement contained a bone-grinding machine operated by Jacob Veith, a butcher as well as operator of the Eagle Hotel that was located across Plank Road.

Intestate Laminates

Main Street

In the years immediately following W.W.I, the town’s economy was given a boost by the appearance of a “big business”, the first and only of its kind to appear in Poestenkill. The mill was a branch of the Swans Down Mills of Hudson. It was this business that first brought electricity as far as the village in 1921. This business closed in 1927 and several years later, the 7-UP bottling company moved in and employed many people.

Poestenkill Town Hall

Farm-to-Market Road or White Church Road

This property was set aside in 1788 by Stephen Van Rensselaer for a school. Five acres were taken from lands leased to Barringer, Peck and Strunk, early settlers. After the school was built, officials leased the remaining lots, and only in the late 1900s was ownership finally resolved. The original 1788 school, known as District #7 of Sand Lake, was replaced in 1823, and the old school sold for $45.00. Yet another replacement school was built in 1848, known as District #3, or “The Village School.” The next “New School” was built in 1927. When it has ceased to be useful as a school, the building was bought by the Town and now houses the Town Offices.

Source: Linda Sagendorf, Town Historian.

Threats, Issues and Goals

· The Town encourages the listing of significant historical properties on the National Historic Register

In many towns, an important first step in recognizing and preserving the traditional character of the community is the identification of historic resources. This is formally done through the listing of historically or architecturally significant properties on the National and State Registers of Historic Places.

Established by an act of Congress in 1966, the National Register of Historic Places is the official list of properties significant in the history, architecture, archaeology, and culture of the United States. These are buildings, districts, sites, objects and structures that possess "integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association" and:

· that are associated with historic events; or

· that are associated with "the lives of persons significant in our past"; or

· that embody distinctive architectural or artistic characteristics; or

· that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces or graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years are not considered eligible for the National Register. Such properties may qualify, however, if they are a part of a designated historic district or if they fall within certain categories. In New York State, the State Register of Historic Places provides a parallel process for designation.

Listing on the National Register provides access to public and private sector financial incentives, including tax credits. Property owners wishing to claim the tax credits must comply with the federal certification process that includes documentation of existing conditions, architectural drawings and specifications indicating compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings, and “as-built” documentation upon project completion. National Register designation also provides limited protective measures for the improvement of historic building, which generally come into play only when federal or state funding is used to finance a project; it does not prevent building demolition or alteration.

Despite Poestenkill’s rich history, currently there are no properties in the town listed on either the National or State Registers of Historic Places, nor has the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation formally identified any properties in the Town as eligible for listing. However, there may be properties in the Town worthy of designation on the National or State Registers.

· Identify houses and buildings outside of the hamlet that have historic significance to the town.

The map above shows buildings outside of the Poestenkill hamlet that were signified as significant for the Rensselaer County Natural Resources Inventory during the late 1980s. The sites of these buildings are in question as well as whether they still exist or are considered important to the Town. Additionally, houses in the hamlets of Barberville and East Poestenkill were not separately identified. Similarly, other buildings and sites may not be identified that should be included.

4.3 Archaeological Resources

There has never been any formal, dedicated archaeological work conducted in the town of Poestenkill. Given the physical characteristics of the town, however, Poestenkill may be an ideal site for archaeological exploration. The hill typology of the area was an attraction for Native Americans to settle and work. The terrain also precludes the use of heavy industrial equipment to mar the landscape for building or exploration. This situation may leave archaeological treasures in Poestenkill well preserved for future generations to find.

According to the New York State Museum’s Prehistoric Archaeological Site File, there are several areas of prehistoric archaeological resources in the northwestern part of the town and in the vicinity of East Poestenkill. Other areas, predominantly in the western half of the town, have been identified as having a high or medium probability of prehistoric archaeological resources. Additional research would be necessary to determine precisely where resources exist, and what those resources are. While some information on archaeologically sensitive areas is maintained by the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, this is considered restricted information, provided on a “need-to-know” basis only, to prevent vandalism and looting.

Insert Table of Landmark Businesses, Public Buildings, and Cemeteries& Gravesites 

Map 7: Historic Resources and Gravesites

Over the years, some archaeological finds have been made known through an oral tradition. For example, a local resident once claimed to have found a fulsome (spear) point at a site near Weatherwax Road. If true, this artifact would date over 10,000 years. Additionally, there have been many claims of arrowhead finds that would date back 4,000 years. These have primarily been collected by local Boy Scout troops.

Threats, Issues & Goals

· The Town should consider creating a repository for finds, including artifacts from the prehistoric, colonial and industrial periods.

Artifacts donated to the town or collected by the Historical Society are presently housed in the records archive in the Town Hall. A rotating display by the Historical Society is presented in the entrance to the Town Hall. To allow the proper preservation and display of artifacts and donated historical items, a room which is air conditioned in the summer and heated in the winter has been provided for storage of items, with displays in public building such as the Town Hall and Library.

4.4 Cultural Resources

The Town of Poestenkill sponsors several events along with funding such organizations as the Poestenkill Public Library. The Town-funded Mermorial Day Parade along Route 355 and the 4th of July Celebration provide the town residents a sense of community and pride.

4.4.1 Poestenkill Public Library

Since April 2001, the Poestenkill Library has been located in a lovely, renovated house in the center of town. It is considered by many to be the “jewel” of the Town of Poestenkill and the residents take great pride in its existence and appearance. It is staffed by five part-time paid employees and over 20 community volunteers. As of January 2005, the library had over 16,000 items in its collection. This includes books, videos, DVDs, magazines, and audio books. Poestenkill Library has over 1500 registered borrowers. The visits to the library in 2004 totaled 12, 315. The library offers free Internet access through three public access computers. The Poestenkill Library is a member of the Upper Hudson Library System which serves the 29 public libraries located in Albany and Rensselaer counties. This allows access to over one million items located in the various libraries. The Poestenkill Library holds a preschool story hour on Friday mornings. This program has been offered continually since 1992. The Friends of Poestenkill Library, the main source of fundraising for the library, also offers two adult book discussion groups. The spring and fall Market Day events and the Holiday Lights Annual Appeal are the major fundraisers for the Friends. The Poestenkill Library has depended on this source of income for operating expenses since it moved into the new location.

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Additional funding is needed to expand programs and events for the community

The Poestenkill Library presently receives funding for its operating expenses from Rensselaer County, the Town of Poestenkill, Brittonkill School District and fund raising events. As fund raising events are not a reliable source of funding, the Library’s services could be reduced during years that do not have successful fund raising events. The North Greenbush and East Greenbush libraries have their own taxing districts in which all property owners in the towns pay library taxes with their local taxes. The Brittonkill School District provides taxing for libraries in their school district, adding a small percentage onto the school district taxes that are dedicated to the town library of the taxpayer. With operating costs paid by the taxpayer, monies collected during fundraisers could go to special events and new programs for the town’s residents. Another funding source could be a community chest type organization that raises funds for multiple organizations in the town. A community chest organization could also promote a sense of community in Poestenkill.

4.4.2 Poestenkill Historical Society

The Poestenkill Historical Society meets in the Town Hall every 4th Tuesday except July and August. In 2014, the Poestenkill Historical Society & Town Historian were given the opportunity to lease the parsonage of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.   Upon doing that, the Historical Society now has a place to preserve historical relics, documents, photos, etc.   The Heritage Center Research and Museum Center" is open on Mondays from 11 AM to 3:00 PM, Saturdays from 1 to 3 PM or by appointment.  During July and August the Center is open by appointment only.  Exhibits change on a regular basis.  Now that there is storage available, items are needed for our collection or borrowed long enough to scan in hopes of building our collection..

4.4.3 Veterans of Foreign Wars Post

The VFW Post hosts the Poestenkill Seniors, Poestenkill Business Association, Rensselaer County Conservation Alliance, Mark 20 and the Patroon Dog Club and Dog Show. The VFW also sponsors the Poestenkill Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. The facility is made available to community groups for meetings and events such as blood drives and classes. The facility is also available to be rented to non-members for events. The Sullivan Jones Post is presently collecting funds to sponsor memberships for returning veterans from Iraq.

4.4.4 Dyken Pond Environmental Center

The Dyken Pond Environmental Center is owned by Rensselaer County and located in the towns of Berlin, Grafton and Poestenkill. One small parcel of about 30 acres south of Dyken Pond Road and west of Dustin Swamp is located in the northeast corner of Poestenkill. The Environmental Education Center offers a mixture of forest habitats, wetlands, small streams, and Dyken Pond. The area is rich in animal and plant life.

The Poestenkill section of the Center was created in 1990 with the 10-acre Eischen parcel and added to in 1991 with 19 acres of the Mulson parcel. The Poestenkill section is crossed by the Long Trail and a loop trail. The trail crosses a western finger of Dustin Swamp, which is now a sedge meadow with a boardwalk. The Environmental Center holds public events regularly. The Center works with community groups that wish to use its facility and is open to the general public.

4.4.5 Hollywood Drive-In

There are less than 300 drive-ins left in the United States and Poestenkill has one of them. The Hollywood Drive-In was built in 1952 and originally ran year round. It is now open from May to October and provides entertainment for residents of Rensselaer County and surrounding areas.

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Traffic becomes backed up on Route 66

The entrance to the drive-in has been moved inward on the property, which has eased the traffic problem a bit. Signs to warn motorists may be useful to reduce the likelihood of accidents in this area.

4.4.6 Religious and Philanthropic Institutions

The following is a list of religious institutions in Poestenkill:

Averill Park Jehovah Witnesses

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Poestenkill

First Baptist Church of East Poestenkill


Poestenkill Christian Church

Union Gospel Church

Many of these institutions provide space for other community groups to meet.
Several programs exist to help low- and moderate-income households including the elderly to repair or maintain their homes. Rensselaer County Housing Resources runs a small repair program for the lower income elderly. The Commission on Economic Opportunity runs a HEAP program for the low income with a weatherization portion in it program. ROUSE RPC, Inc. owns and manages several senior housing complexes including the Brookside Senior Apartments in West Sand Lake. ROUSE occasionally receives RESTORE funds to help senior citizens with housing repairs.

Late middle-aged households are now found to downsize their housing from the typical three or four bedroom house to a smaller house or condominium, many years before going into the typical senior apartment complex. No subdivisions for smaller houses, or condominiums or senior apartments are proposed for the town at this time, although there are many proposed in the neighboring towns of North Greenbush and Brunswick. Condominiums and senior apartments would require community or public sewers as well as water.

Insert photo

This home was built in 1860 and is pictured in many of Joseph Hidley’s paintings of Poestenkill village. It was a parsonage for the Poestenkill Christian Church until 1967 when it was sold. The home had many kerosene lamps of the type used during that period. Thought to have been built by the Ives family.

Several programs exist to help low- and moderate-income households including the elderly to repair or maintain their homes. Rensselaer County Housing Resources runs a small repair program for the lower income elderly. The Commission on Economic Opportunity runs a HEAP program for the low income with a weatherization portion in it program. ROUSE RPC, Inc. owns and manages several senior housing complexes including the Brookside Senior Apartments in West Sand Lake. ROUSE occasionally receives RESTORE funds to help senior citizens with housing repairs.

Late middle-aged households are now found to downsize their housing from the typical three or four bedroom house to a smaller house or condominium, many years before going into the typical senior apartment complex. No subdivisions for smaller houses, or condominiums or senior apartments are proposed for the town at this time, although there are many proposed in the neighboring towns of North Greenbush and Brunswick. Condominiums and senior apartments would require community or public sewers as well as water.

5. Transportation

5.1 Highways and Roads

The Town of Poestenkill contains 69.4 miles of recognized roadways (Map 23). Jurisdictional classification identifies the level of government that holds responsibility for the maintenance and design of a given road. These jurisdictions are typically state, county, and local. Four road segments within the Town are considered non-state federal-aid roads. These are federal-aid roads, not part of the state touring route system, that are maintained by the County or Town, including:

· Plank Road from Columbia Hill Road to NY Route 351 (Co. Rt. 40)

· Snyders Corners Road from NY Route 66 to NY Route 150 (Co. Rt. 68)

· Spring Avenue Extension from the Poestenkill Town Line to NY Route 355 (Co. Rt. 130)

· Weatherwax Road from NY Route 66 to Spring Avenue Extension

5.1.1 State Highways

As shown in Table 19, New York State operates and maintains 10.7% of the roads in the Town of Poestenkill. State routes make up many of the vital links to and from other municipalities in the region.

NY Route 66, known in Poestenkill as Averill Park Road, serves as a primary access route to the city of Troy. It links Poestenkill with the town of Sand Lake and Wynantskill in the town of North Greenbush, and intersects with NY Route 351. NY Route 351 runs north-south and connects NY Route 2 in the town of Brunswick with NY Route 43, a primary access route to Albany County via Interstate 90, in the town of Sand Lake.

NY Route 355 runs east-west through the Town of Poestenkill. It connects the Poestenkill hamlet with Wynantskill and terminates in the hamlet. It also provides access to the Rensselaer County Airport. A small portion of NY Route 150 (West Sand Lake Road) bisects the southwestern corner of the town, linking Wynantskill with West Sand Lake.

Traffic count information for state highways is collected by the NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) through the use of both permanent and portable (temporary) traffic counters. These counts are done throughout the year and vary in the number of days calculated and the number of highways that are counted each year. According to NYS DOT, each average annual daily traffic (AADT) entry represents the number of vehicles traveling over a designation section of highway; roads are broken down into sections to allow for a more controlled count. The sections remain the same every year to allow for a comparable count number.

	Table 4: Town of Poestenkill - Road Jurisdiction

	Jurisdiction
	Road Mileage in Poestenkill
	Percent

	New York State
	7.4 miles
	10.70%

	Rensselaer County
	22.0 miles
	31.70%

	Town of Poestenkill
	50.0 miles
	57.60%


Map 8: State and County Highways

As shown in Table 5, the AADT for state routes in the town of Poestenkill increased on seven of the eight road segments measured. The largest increase in traffic on state roads over the four most recent AADT counts occurred on NY Route 66. Changes in the volume of traffic can be caused by many factors, including road conditions, speed limits, commutation patterns, and growth in the number of vehicles on the road, as well as by new development within the town of Poestenkill and/or in adjacent communities. Some commuter traffic may have shifted from driving through Troy to get to the interstate system to driving to West Sand Lake to get to the interstate system, when the new I-90 Exit 8 was opened in 1996. Other shifts may have occurred due to roadway construction. Although a more detailed hourly examination was not made, the AADT for these roads is low enough for two-lane rural highway to show that sufficient capacity exists on these roadways.

5.1.2 County Highways

County roads account for less than one-third of the total mileage in the Town of Poestenkill. These roads include County Route 40 (Plank Road), CR 43 (Oak Hill Road), CR 44 (Columbia Hill Road), CR 68 (Snyders Corners Road), CR 79 (Blue Factory Hill Road), CR 130 (Spring Avenue Extension), and CR 137 (Garfield Road). Most of the thru-roads in the eastern portion of the town are County roads.

Traffic count information for County roads is collected by the Rensselaer County Department of Engineering and Highways. The most recent data available from the County is shown in Table 22. As indicated by the table, the AADT counts for County routes vary dramatically. The differences may be attributable to the number of residences and businesses along a particular road, as well as the destinations available both within and outside the Town. For example, some County routes provide access from Poestenkill to key state roadways.

From the most recent traffic count data, it is evident that County Routes 40, 44, 79, and 130 carry the most traffic of the County roads located in the Town of Poestenkill, with the heaviest traffic volume found along CR 130. This road links Poestenkill with the Town of Brunswick just outside the City of Troy municipal boundary, and provides residents with access to employment and shopping opportunities in Troy and other parts of the region.
	Table 5: State Roads in the Town of Poestenkill

	Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Road Segment
	 
	              Four Most Recent NYSDOT Counts (Year)

	NY Route 66:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From CR 45 to NY 351 jct.
	 
	5,607 (2001)
	5,972 (1998)
	5,125 (1994)
	3,050 (1988)

	From NY 351 to NY 355 jct. (right)
	 
	4,076 (2001)
	4,518 (1998)
	3,585 (1994)
	3,056 (1990)

	NY Route 150:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From NY 43 to CR 68
	 
	4,926 (2003)
	4,573 (2000)
	4,426 (1997)
	4,482 (1995)

	NY Route 351:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From NY 43 jct. (Sand Lake) to NY 66 jct.
	3,857 (2001)
	3,184 (1999)
	2,847 (1998)
	3,078 (1995)

	From NY 66 to NY 355
	 
	3,602 (2002)
	2,898 (1999)
	3,177 (1997)
	3,002 (1994)

	From NY 355 to NY 2 (end of NY 351)
	 
	2,779 (2002)
	2,521 (1999)
	2,559 (1997)
	2,693 (1994)

	NY Route 355:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	From NY 66 jct. to CR 130
	 
	2,716 (2001)
	2,490 (1998)
	2,201 (1996)
	2,237 (1992)

	From NY 130 to NY 351 (end of NY 355)
	3,163 (2001)
	3,129 (1999)
	3,229 (1996)
	3,537 (1992)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Source: 2003 NYS Department of Transportation, Traffic Volume Report
Table 6: County Roads in the Town of Poestenkill

Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT)

 

 

Road Segment

Most Recent AADT

County Route 40:

 

From NY Route 351 to CR 79**

2,160

From CR 79 to Powers Road

1,424

From Powers Road to CR 44

425

From CR 44 to Bridge

312

From Bridge to Poestenkill/Berlin Municipal Line**

1,134

County Route 43:

 

From CR 40 to Oak Hill Road**

201

From Oak Hill Road to Poestenkill/Sand Lake Municipal Line

356

County Route 44:

 

From CR 79 to CR 40**

1,301

County Route 68:

 

From NY Route 351 to SR 66

851

From NY Route 66 to Poestenkill/North Greenbush Municipal Line

969

County Route 79:

 

At Poestenkill/Grafton Town Line**

104

From Poestenkill/Grafton Town Line to North Road

178

From North Road to CR 44

423

From CR 44 to Poestenkill/Grafton Municipal Line

1,424

County Route 130:

 

From North Greenbush/Poestenkill Municipal Line to NY Route 355, end of CR 130

3,890

County Route 137:

 

From Poestenkill/Brunswick Municipal Line to NY Route 355

799*

Source: Rensselaer County Department of Engineering and Highways. No dates were provided. ** Taken from the 2003 NYS Department of Transportation Local Highway Traffic Volume Report.

This single asterisk has no reference


	


Taken from the 2003 NYS Department of Transportation Local Highway Traffic Volume Report.

5.1.3 Town Highways

The remainder of the roads in Poestenkill are classified as Town highways. There are 40.0 miles of Town roads, an increase from 35.4 miles in 1970, when the last Master Plan was produced. The increase in Town roadways is due to the addition of subdivision roads. Information on traffic volumes on most Town roads is not available. In 2001, Legenbauer Road had an AADT of 94 cars per day. Like many rural communities, the Town of Poestenkill does not have the capacity to regularly monitor traffic counts. Counts for Town roads are generally only collected when development is proposed or a specific traffic problem has been identified.

Traffic data collected during 1995 and 1998 specifically regarding Weatherwax Road indicated increased traffic. The increased use of Weatherwax Road is in part attributed to new development and school-related traffic. The traffic volume increases may be related to growth in automobile ownership rather than increased population.

The Town roads are maintained by the Poestenkill Highway Department, which is located on Co. Route 40 (Plank Road). The Highway Department is managed by an elected Superintendent of Highways and staffed by six full-time employees. The Town currently owns eight trucks, two loaders, one grader, one backhoe, and one street sweeper.

There were three major infrastructure projects completed on Town Highways. The replacement of the bridges on Cropsey Road, Powers Road, and Fifty-six Road were completed by October 2005.

Map 23: Town Roadways

Threats, Issues and Goals

· Although traffic volume is relatively low in Poestenkill, some intersections have non-standard angles, grades or other problems to make safe crossings or turning. The following are a listing of intersections that have had a greater share of accidents:

· Co. Route 30 (Spring Avenue Extension) with NY Route 355

· Co. Route 66 (Snyders Corners Road) with NY Route 66

· NY Route 66 with NY Route 351

When these roadways are reconstructed, DOT and/or Rensselaer County should examine what can be done to reduce accidents at these locations. In intersections and other areas where the Town feels that the situation has become exceedingly dangerous, the Town can request the New York State Department of Transportation to review the area for hazards and ask for recommendations. In cases throughout Rensselaer County, these requests have resulted in reduced speed limits, flashing lights and cross walks in areas of pedestrian use.

· Other traffic problems such as excessive speed are common on state and county routes. The speed limit on Weatherwax Road, a local roadway, is actually set higher than NY Route 355, which it ends on. This higher speed limit has created hazards both on Weatherwax Road and NY Route 355.

The Town should request the New York State Police and Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Department to enforce the speed limits on the major highways and in areas where speeding has created hazardous conditions.

· Drainage issues along roadways still create flooding hazards to residents and drivers in some low-lying areas.

The Town Highway Department, Rensselaer County Highway Department and NYS Department of Transportation should examine areas of flooding problems and what, if anything, can be done to alleviate the situation. The Town, under its Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer System (MS4) mandate can also require that new development in and near these areas does not worsen the situation by increasing storm water draining into these areas. The Town is presently in the process of adopting the MS4 required Stormwater Management and Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination Laws as mandated by New York State and the EPA.

5.2 Travel Behavior

The most reliable data regarding travel behavior in the Capital District is the U.S. Census of Population and Housing which was last conducted in 2000. Only 163 out of 2,237 workers residing in the town of Poestenkill and age sixteen or older worked in the town. The remainder commuted to employment outside Poestenkill. As shown in Table 7, Rensselaer County, including the town of Poestenkill, accounted for 40.7% of the destinations of commuters originating in Poestenkill. Albany County was the most popular destination for employment with 1,090 residents commuting to the county, most likely due to the number of state government jobs available in the city of Albany.

Due to the through nature and relatively low congestion of NY Routes 66, 351 and 355/County Route 40, these roadways are used for commuters from surrounding towns to connect into Troy or into the interstate system via NY Route 43 in Sand Lake. As congestion grows on roadways in the urbanized areas outside of Poestenkill, commuter routes will shift to find the roadway with the lowest delay.

5.3 Other Modes of Transportation

Transportation for residents in the town of Poestenkill is solely passenger vehicle as there is no public transit service and the closest passenger rail access is in the city of Rensselaer. Some limited transportation is provided through the Rensselaer County Senior Services and Veterans Services to senior citizens and veterans. The closest bus service runs to Wynantskill to the west. The Capital District Transportation Authority Route 80 bus runs from Pleasantdale/Corliss Park to Wynantskill and turns around in the Clemente gravel pit at the intersection of NY Route 66 and NY Route 355.

The Rensselaer County Airport, which is located on NY Route 355, is a private, general aviation facility primarily used to provide access to non-urban areas. It is not a commercial airport, however, and services are limited. In 2005, thirteen aircraft were based at the airport and an average of 67 “operations,” referring to take-offs and landings at the airport, per month. In comparison, the Albany International Airport in Colonie, the nearest commercial airport, had 99 aircraft and an average 380 operations a day in 2005.

	Table 7: Journey to Work Trends Among Poestenkill Residents

	 
	 

	Destination
	Number

	City of Albany
	640

	Colonie Village
	35

	City of Watervliet
	55

	Remainder of Albany County
	360

	Town of Poestenkill
	163

	Remainder of Rensselaer County
	747

	Saratoga County
	30

	Berkshire County
	25

	
	

	Source: NYS Department of Transportation Journey to Work Application


.

Rensselaer County Airport Runway and Hangar
Walking and hiking trails are available to the public at Rensselaer Plateau Alliance’s Barberville Falls Preserve and  Poestenkill Community Forest. A system of mountain bike trails is also available to the public at the Poestenkill Community Forest.   

In areas of relatively dense residential development, sidewalks, paths or trails can provide non-motorized access to neighbors, community resources and stores, and provide areas for walking for fitness. Sidewalks were installed in the heart of the Hamlet as part of the water district construction. Several areas exist where sidewalk or trail connections would be useful and provide great benefit to numbers of residents. Connections to the schools (Poestenkill Elementary and Algonquin Middle) can allow children to use playing fields. A formalized trail between Algonquin Estates and Algonquin Middle School would provide residents access to the school without needing to drive.

Sidewalks in the hamlet leading to the elementary school would also provide access to residents in the hamlet. As the western portion of the town becomes subdivided, the Town may want to examine whether developers should plan for connections, whether as paths, sidewalks or minor streets that connect between developments.

Significant resources, such as the Barberville Falls, could also be connected with the hamlet, providing parking opportunities in the hamlet that would relieve parking problems in Barberville, and also provide customers to businesses in the hamlet.

Map 24: Important places within the hamlet and needed connections.

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Since the Rensselaer County Senior and Veteran’s services vans only have limited services uses (i.e. transportation to senior centers, medical appointments), there is a need for transportation for shopping and other purposes.

Until several years ago, a Rensselaer Rural Bus ran once weekly to and from the city of Troy along County Route 40/NY Route 355. This route was dropped due to lack of riders. Unless significant subsidies are provided, public transportation will probably not return unless consistent ridership is provided. The residents of the town should be encouraged to assist their elderly and handicapped neighbors with car pools to the supermarket and shopping.

· Encourage CDTA to provide a park-and-ride facility that is effortless for Poestenkill residents to use.

The CDTA bus service stops at VanderHeyden Hall, 500 feet from the town line. If gasoline prices continue rising and Poestenkill remains a pass-through for commuters from other towns, extending the route to a park-and-ride facility along NY Route 355 may provide commuting alternatives for residents.

· Provide safe walking routes in the hamlet and in areas where pedestrians are likely to be.

Providing sidewalks along roadways in the hamlet, especially NY Route 351, NY Route 355 and Plank Road, will provide safe walking areas for residents and children, and remove pedestrians from along side the driving path. Logical termini would be Deer Creek Road and the final driveway(s) to the south on NY Route 351, the firehouse on NY Route 355, and Davis Drive on Plank Road.

Sidewalks can be provided as part of a paving or reconstruction project, as through the Regional Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) through the Transportation Enhancement Program and Spot Improvement Program

· The Town should encourage the Rensselaer County Airport to continue its safety record by maintaining its facilities and resolve safety issues.

The Rensselaer County Airport may be eligible for funding of some safety improvements through the Federal Aviation Authority. The Town should encourage the Airport to work with the State and Federal governments to ensure the airport’s and neighborhood’s safety.
 Map 24: Important places within the hamlet and needed connections.

6. Infrastructure

6.1 Water

Today, Poestenkill has approximately 400 homes hooked up to the municipal water system (Map 25). Although we have lived through some difficulties that come with establishing a new water system, they are substantially behind us now. The town is served by individual wells. Wells serving more than 5 dwelling units or 25 people for at least 60 days a year are considered “public water supply wells” and are required to perform testing on a regular basis. There are 11 community wells serving 7 public water supplies in the town of Poestenkill.

In 2006 the Town qualified for $9 Million in a interest free loan financed for a 30 year term from the New York State Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund for the creation of a water system linking the hamlet of Poestenkill to the water system that ends at Vanderheyden Hall on NY Route 355 in the town of North Greenbush and Spring Avenue Extension in Brunswick. 

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Public water is now supplied to contaminated groundwater areas.

· Public water would help the growth and expansion of industrial and commercial concerns in areas where the Town would like such growth.

Developers prefer developing in areas where public water service exists as it saves time and money during the development process, and more money can be charged for lots with public water. Providing public water in areas the Town would prefer to preserve and protect as rural would be counter productive as it would encourage development where the Town wants to discourage it.

6.2 Sewer

D.E.C. has stated that the current Rensselaer County Sewer District treatment plant has limited capacity, therefore until the sewer plants are enlarged or a new sewer plant is built no new additions will be permitted.
The sewer main that services the town of Sand Lake runs parallel to NY Route 66 is presently the sole sewer main in Poestenkill. A Wynantskill Sewer District sewer main runs up NY Route 355 to the North Greenbush/Poestenkill line. The entire town is dependent on on-site septic systems, typically raised-bed systems that are used throughout much of rural Rensselaer County. Public sewerage is recommended in areas of high density with wells to prevent contamination of water supply, and areas where the Town would promote commercial and industrial uses.

The nearest public sewers can be found in Wynantskill and West Sand Lake (Map 25). Connections to these sewer systems can be along NY Route 355 and NY Route 351. Sewer mains can be run along these roadways to service the hamlet area and the area around the corner of NY Route 66 and NY Route 351, but will be expensive to install. There may be some expansion limitations to the sewer system in West Sand Lake due to capacity constraints.

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Public sewer would help the growth and expansion of industrial and commercial concerns in areas where the Town would like such growth.

Extending public sewers along NY Route 355 would provide sewerage to three industrial concerns, and allow expansion at DSI. It would reduce the possibility of contamination by transporting sewage waste to the Rensselaer County Sewer District #1 treatment plant in North Greenbush, rather than processing in an on-site treatment system.

· Public sewer should not be extended into areas where the Town does not want to promote growth, such as agricultural areas and areas with special resources.
A couple of developers have proposed connecting to Wyantskill and Sand Lake. Developers prefer developing in areas where public sewer service exists as it saves a lot of time and money during the development process, and more money can be charged for lots with public sewer. Providing public sewer in areas the Town would prefer to preserve and protect as rural would be counter- productive as it would encourage development where the Town wants to discourage it.

· The installation of public sewer mains is expensive and can be cost prohibitive.

Funding sources to ameliorate the cost of sewer systems include Clean Water State Revolving Fund for Water Pollution Control, Community Development Block Grant funding to provide service to low- and moderate-income households or to assist in the creation of jobs for low- and moderate-income households, long term bonding and the Self-Help program in which the community does much of the work on its own with its own employees.

6.3 Electricity

National Grid provides electrical service to the town of Poestenkill (Map 25). The town is serviced by above ground wires that are serviced through substations in Wynantskill and Eagle Mills. All roadways presently have electrical service on them. Three-phase service runs from Garfield Rd. into the Hamlet and heads out past the Town Garage over Snake Hill Rd, Blue Factory Rd, and ends on Columbia Hill.  Three phase power lines are also installed from the Hamlet along Snyders Corner Road to Weatherwax Road and Highway 66.   No major transmission lines run through the town, although one runs along the North Greenbush/Poestenkill border in the town of North Greenbush.
Map 25: Major Utility Connections
Issues, Threats and Goals

· Alternative renewable energy sources for wind and solar have been investigated and Town law has been adopted. Do we want to add Town Law or reference the statutes?
The town of Poestenkill, with its rich natural resources, is ripe for the development of alternative energy sources. The creation of electricity from water, wind and biosource digesters may reduce the town’s need for electricity from outside sources.

The Rensselaer Plateau may provide a sufficient height for winds for wind turbine production. Siting review should examine whether placing turbines away from the ridgelines on higher ground may provide as great wind capacity while minimizing the visual impacts. The visual impacts of power transmission lines to the turbines should also be examined. Running power lines toward the interior of the plateau instead of down the escarpment would preserve the visual resources that are valued by the citizens of Poestenkill.

Biofuels are being used at Wagner Farm.  Digesters that use cow manure, silage, compost and other organic materials (waste and other) are electrical sources that provides energy out of waste or other common materials. Wastes from the digesters can be used as compost or cattle feed, depending on what was digested.

6.4 Natural Gas

A natural gas franchise was granted to Niagara Mohawk in 1986. At this time, no gas service exists in the town. Service was to be provided through the town of Brunswick along Spring Avenue Extension.

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Natural gas service should be provided along NY Route 66 and NY Route 351 to provide natural gas to the businesses, schools and residences along these roads.
Many of the residences and businesses in Poestenkill can be found along or near these two main roadways. Niagara Mohawk could effectively provide natural gas to many prospective customers by extending service along these two routes, with radiating services along subdivision roads and roads such as Weatherwax Road.
Councilman Hass did a study which should be attached here.
6.5 Telephone/Cable/Broadband
6.5.1 Telephone (Landlines) 

Verizon has stated that the volume of communication via fiber optic is too low to warrant Fiber Optic in Poestenkill Verizon owns the telephone wires along all the roads in the town. A switching center that services the town is located in Wynantskill. Fiber Optic service is provided to the hamlet and along Snake Hill Road. Multiple private telephone service providers service the houses, businesses and schools in Poestenkill.
6.5.2 Cellular Service

Cellular service is available through much of the town, although somewhat interrupted in the eastern portion of the town and where topography makes reception difficult. A cellular tower on the edge of the Rensselaer Plateau overlooks the town and provides service to much of the town.

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Cellular towers, though vital to such phone service, can destroy the aesthetics of view sheds and provide hazards to users of the Rensselaer County Airport.

The Town of Poestenkill enacted a Cellular Telecommunications Facilities law in 2004 that regulates the placement of towers and encourages the placement of facilities on preexisting towers or other tall structure in town. Placement of cellular facilities in steeples or other tall buildings, such as can be found on the Gilead Lutheran Church in Brunswick, can preserve views and provide funding sources for churches and owners of tall structures.

6.5.3 Cable/Broadband

In 2019 a new license agreement was completed with Spectrum/Charter Communications (Map25).  Cable service has been expanded throughout the Town.  The contract specifies service to be provided in areas with at least 6 residences per mile with free hookup to dwellings within 150 feet of the cable.
The cable franchise owner in the town of Poestenkill is Spectrum/Charter Communication,, which provides service in much of the developed area of town. More rural roads and most of the eastern portion of town do not have cable service. Along with cable service, customers can purchase broadband computer hook-up and computer based telephone services.

Properties not in cable service areas must rely on regular television transmission or satellite transmission for television reception, dial-up internet service and standard or cellular telephone service. In the future, broadband service may be supplied through power lines, providing the ability to service the entire town with high speed internet connect.

7. Housing

7.1 General Housing Characteristics

According to the 2010 Census, the town of Poestenkill has a total of 1,765 housing units, of which 95.24% are occupied,  85.01% are owner-occupied and 14.99% are renter-occupied (Table 29). Although more than four-fifths of the housing in Poestenkill is single family, 12.3% of housing units are in multi-family structures with two or more units and 4.7% are mobile homes or trailers. A very low portion (4.76%) of the housing is vacant, whether for rent, for sale, seasonal or otherwise. In contrast to the neighboring communities of Berlin and Grafton, where a significant portion of the housing stock is seasonal, almost all of the housing units in the town of Poestenkill have year-round occupancy. No vacant houses were for sale in Poestenkill during the 2010 census.

The 2016 estimate by the Capital District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC), of the median housing value of owner-occupied units in the town was $215,600, an increase of 83.3% from 1990. The median value was lower in the town of Poestenkill than in the town of Sand Lake ($123,500), but higher than in North Greenbush ($116,200), Brunswick ($115,400), Grafton ($96,300) or Berlin ($79,000). In the 2016  Census, the median housing value was the third highest of all the communities in Rensselaer County behind Sand Lake and Schodack.

In general, housing prices in the town are higher in newer developments such as Algonquin Estates, Deer Creek, Winding Ridge, and Quail Meadows than in other older established neighborhoods. Most of these new homes are constructed on large lots and are in the range of $150,000 - $200,000. Prices are lower in rural areas of east Poestenkill and in the Poestenkill hamlet where lots are smaller and the structures are older.

The town of Poestenkill has experienced modest amounts of new construction, with nearly 30% of the town’s housing stock built during the 1980s and 1990s (Table 30). Many of these new units appear to have been constructed in the major subdivisions approved in Poestenkill during this time. In contrast, 20.8% of residential units were constructed before 1940 and 42.5% were built before 1960. The age of the town’s housing stock generally reflects the steady population growth that has occurred over the last fifty years in Poestenkill.

Residential building permit activity in the town of Poestenkill was significant during most of the 1990s and grew during the early 2000s, with a total of 240 new housing units permitted since 1990. The majority of these units were single-family structures, including modular homes. Most of the new construction has been in the western and southern sections of the town, which are more accessible to Albany and Troy. In addition, soil conditions and easier topography have made construction more affordable in these areas.

7.2 Housing Market Conditions and Recent Housing Activity

Chapter 139 of the Town Code defines a subdivision as the division of any parcel of land into three or more lots, blocks, or sites, with or without streets or highways, or any division of land containing a new street. A major subdivision is one with five or more lots, or any size subdivision requiring any new street or extension of municipal facilities. A minor subdivision consists of no more than four lots fronting on an existing street, not involving any new street or road and the extension of municipal facilities, and not adversely affecting the development of the remainder of the parcel or adjoining property.

Subdivisions usually occur when the housing market conditions are strong enough to make a profit from the subdivision of land. The cost of planning and engineering as well as construction costs of utilities and roadways often outweigh the actual profit received from the actual sale of land. Therefore, subdivisions usually occur when housing prices rise, such as was seen in the early and mid 1980s, mid 1990s and 2003 to present (2005). This can be seen in the subdivisions approved in Poestenkill.

Fifteen subdivisions have been approved in the town of Poestenkill since 1985. The majority of the subdivisions are located north, west, and south of the Poestenkill hamlet. The subdivisions listed in Table 2 are approved sites and do not necessarily have homes on them. However, most of the lots have been developed and sold. Approximately 30 vacant subdivision lots remain, with several purchased for construction. This low number of vacant lots has created a demand for additional subdivisions, which can be seen in the 3 major subdivisions with 28 lots that have been approved in 2004.

Several programs exist to help low- and moderate-income households including the elderly to repair or maintain their homes. Rensselaer County Housing Resources runs a small repair program for the lower income elderly. The Commission on Economic Opportunity runs a HEAP program for the low income with a weatherization portion in it program. ROUSE RPC, Inc. owns and manages several senior housing complexes including the Brookside Senior Apartments in West Sand Lake. ROUSE occasionally receives RESTORE funds to help senior citizens with housing repairs.

Late middle-aged households are now found to downsize their housing from the typical three or four bedroom house to a smaller house or condominium, many years before going into the typical senior apartment complex. No subdivisions for smaller houses, or condominiums or senior apartments are proposed for the town at this time, although there are many proposed in the neighboring towns of North Greenbush and Brunswick. Condominiums and senior apartments would require community or public sewers as well as water.

8. Local Economy

8.1 Regional Economic Context

The area known as the Capital Region, in which the Town of Poestenkill is located, developed as an important transportation and trade center, with the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers providing natural transportation corridors for the movement of goods from the eastern seaboard. The utilization of plentiful waterpower fueled the area’s early manufacturing industries. Later, rail transportation served as a major stimulus for regional economic growth. More recently, the development of an extensive interstate highway system replaced the role of the canals and the railroads in the movement and transfer of goods and continues to be one of the major forces shaping the Capital Region’s development. The location of the Capital District is directly between New York City and Montreal, and Boston and Buffalo, providing easy access to these markets.

The economic structure of the region is characterized by its diversity of employment, with varied services, government, education, wholesale and retail trade, and manufacturing accounting for the vast majority of jobs. Over the last several decades, however, there has been a gradual shifting in the region's economic structure that mirrors the national trend of becoming more service-based and less manufacturing-oriented. A new impetus on biotechnology and nanotechnology, as well as power technology, is presently the new driving force in the region, as seen by the push of the Hudson Valley Consortium’s “Tech Valley” marketing campaign, and the growth in RPI and SUNY East Campus as well as Nanotech East.

Traditionally based on agriculture, with the steel, iron, and textile industries concentrated in the cities and near the major rivers, Rensselaer County’s economy reflects the economic changes occurring throughout the Capital Region. Although approximately 54% of all County residents commute to jobs in other parts of the region, Rensselaer County has an increasingly diverse employment base characterized by rapid growth in the service sector. In 2002, according to data from County Business Patterns, there were almost 42,000 private sector jobs in Rensselaer County (excluding agriculture and self-employed persons). The health care and social assistance sector is the County’s largest industry category, with 7,274 jobs, or 17.4% of the total. Other large employment sectors include retail trade, 6,036 (14.,4%); educational services, 5,101 (12.2%); manufacturing, 3,876 (9.3%); professional, scientific & technical services, 3,437 (8.2%); accommodation and food services, 3,226 (7.7%) and construction, 2,359 (5.6%).

According to the Rensselaer County Bureau of Economic Development and Planning, the largest private employers in the County include Northeast Health, Dake Bros./Stewarts Ice Cream Co., Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Seton Health System and MapInfo. The largest governmental employers include New York State, Rensselaer County, Troy City School District, East Greenbush Central School District, and Hudson Valley Community College

8.2 Labor Force Characteristics

In 2000, the civilian labor force in Poestenkill, individuals age 16 and older who are employed or looking for work excluding those enrolled in the armed forces, numbered 2,237, or 72.2% of the population. The labor force participation rate was higher among men than women, but the gap has narrowed substantially as more women have entered the workforce. Between 1980 and 2000, the civilian labor force increased 32.4% overall, while the number of women in the civilian labor force increased 53.3%. This increase mirrors the national trend of increasing numbers of women who are working outside the home. The unemployment rate in Poestenkill reported by the 2000 Census was 0.8%, compared to 4.3% for New York State and 4.1% for Rensselaer County. The extremely low level of unemployment among Town residents is attributable to the strong economy in 2000, high education attainment and lack of subsidized housing.

According to the 2000 Census, 42.2% of Poestenkill residents who are employed work in the service sector, including 230 (10.2%) in educational services and 238 (10.6%) in business & repair services. Approximately 10% are employed in the retail sector, while 10.7% work in public administration, a reflection of the opportunities residents have to work in state government in the Capital Region. Manufacturing, the predominant source of employment for Poestenkill residents in 1960, now only employs 8.3% of Poestenkill residents. During the 1980s and 1990s, resident employment in manufacturing and agriculture declined dramatically, whereas a significant increase in resident employment in construction, transportation, finance, insurance and real estate, business & repair services and personal, entertainment and recreation services occurred. Growth in the town’s population and work force provided some of the increases seen in the employment sectors.

There have been some changes in the occupation of residents over the last decade. In 1980, the top three occupational categories were administrative support (19.8%), professional (14.9%), and service occupations (11.6%). In 2000, administrative support was still the largest category, but executive/managerial replaced professional as the second greatest occupation.

According to the 2000 Census, a growing number of Town residents (2.5%) work within Poestenkill, reflecting an increase in home occupations and a widening of business opportunities within the town. Most residents work outside Rensselaer County in the Albany-Schenectady-Troy area.

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Maintain the low levels of unemployment by ensuring high quality of education and the ability for additional training through adult education courses in the local school districts or at Hudson Valley Community College.
The town of Poestenkill is served by three strong school systems that provide quality education for its school-aged residents. Poestenkill is also served by Hudson Valley Community College, which provides employee-training programs, evening courses and distance learning courses for those looking to gain an associates degree, expand their knowledge in a different field, or change employment directions. The Capital District is also home to other two-year degree institutions as well as many four year plus colleges and universities that also provide higher level course work for those needing additional degrees.

· Provide employment opportunities in the town by ensuring that non-obtrusive home occupations are allowed by right or through special permit.

With the advent of high-speed home connections to the internet, traditional office occupations can now be done from home. These occupations include engineers, software developers and office sales. In addition, small retail, such as E-bay vendors, are now operating out of living rooms, basements and garages, with customers being fulfilled through UPS, FedEx and DHL. The presence of workers in primarily residential areas provides security, possible daytime volunteer firemen, and people more likely to buy necessities close to home in the community.

8.3 Income Levels

Personal income is one of the most critical indicators of the economy. The income characteristics of the community are important in determining a community’s wealth and economic-well being. Income can also be used to determine the ability of residents to maintain their housing, contribute to the local tax base, and participate in the economy.

Income levels among Poestenkill households are high relative to Rensselaer County as a whole, New York State and the United States. A median household income divides the income received by all household members age 15 years old and over into two equal parts, one having incomes above the median and the other having incomes below it. In 1999, the median household income level in the town of Poestenkill was $58,945. Thus,half of all households in the town had incomes below $58,945 and half had incomes above it. Poestenkill had the highest median income of all communities in Rensselaer County. In comparison, residents of Rensselaer County posted a median household income of $42,905, significantly lower than that of the town. Although approximately 80 Poestenkill households (5.3% of the total) had a household income of less than $15,000 in 1999, the Town has a low poverty rate (1.7%) relative to most other Rensselaer County communities. Moreover, the rates declined significantly between 1990 and 2000. In 1999, Poestenkill residents had a per capita income of $22,143, about 105% of the per capita income level for Rensselaer County. This was not the highest in Rensselaer County, though.

8.4 Businesses in the Town of Poestenkill

As shown in Table 8, major employers in the Town of Poestenkill include educational institutions, manufacturing businesses, and retail and service establishments. All businesses in the Town are small, providing fewer than 50 jobs.

Commercial and light industrial uses are primarily located on the state highways in the Town. According to 2003 tax assessment data, there are 51 parcels in Poestenkill classified as commercial or industrial. This includes nine parcels used for sand and gravel mining and eleven used for apartments. Approximately 5% of the Town’s assessed tax base is in commercial or industrial use.

Home-based businesses (which are regulated by the Town’s land use ordinance) appear to be growing in Poestenkill; an estimated 100 people in the Town are self-employed as electricians, architects, cabinet makers, engineers, computer consultants, hair stylists, and other occupations. Types of businesses that are declining in terms of employment include agriculture, manufacturing, and gravel extraction.

	Table 8: Major Employers in Poestenkill

	 
	 
	 

	Name of Employer
	General Location
	Employees

	Algonquin Middle School
	Route 66 and 351
	105

	Poestenkill Elementary School
	Route 68 and 355
	60

	Interstate Laminates Inc.
	Route 355
	45

	Saint Gobain Performance Plastics
	Route 355
	40

	Dynamic Systems, Inc.
	Route 355
	25

	L. J. Valente Lumber
	Route 66 and 351
	9

	Casale Excavating Inc.
	Snyders Corners Road
	12

	
	
	12

	Mess Hall Restaurant
	Route 66
	4

	Town of Poestenkill
	Route 351 and 355
	8

	Haas Manufacturing
	Route 355
	4

	
	
	

	Source: Phone calls to individual employers, 2021. The number of Town employees indicates full-time paid employment only and does not include elected or appointed positions




The Poestenkill Business Association was formed in 1992 to advocate for the local business community and promote the benefits of economic development. It has approximately fifty members and has produced and distributed a member directory.

Rensselaer County presently has an Empire Zone that encompasses the county beyond Troy’s Empire Zone. Two sections of the Empire Zone are in the town of Poestenkill, the buildings of Dynamic Systems, Inc.. The Empire Zone provides income tax credits for businesses that expand employment or increase investment in the Empire Zone. Tax credits include Wage Tax Credit, Investment Tax Credit, Employment Incentive Credit, Capital Tax Credit and Sales Tax Refund. The Rensselaer County Empire Zone Board reviews requests for addition to the Empire Zone yearly.

Only two areas zoned commercial, both extending south from NY Route 355, are designated on the Town zoning map; one encompasses a portion of  the Dynamic Systems property, while the other includes the Rensselaer County Airport and Saint Gobain Performance Plastics. Other commercial/industrial businesses in the Town operate under a “grandfather clause,” which allows them to continue as non-conforming uses in areas zoned as Residential or Hamlet, but variances are necessary for additions and expansions.

Several factors potentially inhibit business development in the Town. For example, Poestenkill does not currently have a municipal sewer system and the public water district is limited to the northwest section of the Town. Businesses requiring large amounts of water treatment would be unlikely to locate in the Town. Additionally, many areas of the Town are inappropriate for intensive commercial or industrial development due to poor soil conditions, topography, and limited road access.

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Ensure that sufficient area is zoned for commercial and industrial uses in areas that can support such uses.

Commercial and industrial uses usually require good transportation routes, with the possibility of water and sewer infrastructure. Although water and sewer infrastructure is presently lacking in the town, there are several areas with concentrations of commercial uses that are presently grandfathered in or operate by variance. Such areas should be examined as to whether commercial zoning should be applied to the area. Areas presently zoned Commercial/Industrial should also be examined as to whether the zone should be expanded.

· Provide water and sewer infrastructure to areas intended for commercial and industrial uses when it is cost efficient.

The Town of Poestenkill is presently examining the creating of water infrastructure in portions of the town. Installation and the actual water mains themselves are the most significant cost to this project. Installing water mains for a mile to service one business would be cost prohibitive due to the high costs of the service lines. See the preceding chapter’s sections on water and sewer infrastructure.

· Use the high town incomes and residential growth factors to encourage service businesses that support residences such as a pizzeria or other restaurants, recreation and entertainment (non-adult.)

There are limited restaurant/bar facilities in the town, including one juice bar, the VFW, a pizzeria and Bubies General Store/Restaurant. Presently, those wanting to eat out or buy take-out other than pizza must go to Wynantskill, West Sand Lake or Averill Park.

8.5 Natural Products

The town of Poestenkill is rich with natural resources and several businesses are presently using these resources to provide important products to the region. The agricultural industry relies on the prime farm soils and ample water resources found in the town. Lumber mills both in the town and in surrounding towns rely on the forests to receive their raw materials. Their output then goes into the construction industry and cabinet, furniture and craft making. The mining industry removes sand and gravel deposits to use for building and road construction.

8.5.1 Agriculture

Agriculture has played an important role in the economy of Rensselaer County for many years. Local agricultural products include milk and dairy products, corn, beef, and vegetable crops. However, recent trends reveal a steady decline in the number of farms and acreage used for farming. According to the Census of Agriculture, there were 549 farms2, and 92,344 acres of land in farms, in Rensselaer County in 2002. This represents a 2.3% decrease in the number of farms and a decline of 14% in farmland acres since 1997. In 2002, there were 82 dairy farms in Rensselaer County with 5,890 milk cows. These figures indicate a 10% decline in the number of dairy farms and a 17% decline in the size of the County’s milk herd in the period between 1997 and 2002.

2 The Census of Agriculture defines a farm as a place which produced and sold... $1,000 or more of agricultural products during the year of the census. This may exclude some part-time agriculture-related operations.

Map 26: Land in Agricultural District #2
Rensselaer County completed an Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan in 2001. The plan created a “Keep It Growing” guide for each of the towns in the County providing information on agriculture in each of the communities, providing information on making communities “farm friendly,” and providing education on the plight of farmers in Rensselaer County. The Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan also provides guidance on assisting farmers to remain economically viable.

There is currently one state-certified Agricultural District in the Town of Poestenkill: District #2, or the Tamarac Agricultural District, which also covers areas of the Towns of Brunswick, Pittstown, Sand Lake, East Greenbush, and North Greenbush totaling 22,461.94 acres. The Rensselaer County Agricultural Districts were created as a result of the Agricultural Districts Law enacted by New York State in 1971. This law was passed to encourage the protection of farmland by providing incentives to farmers to keep their land in production. A key benefit for farms within an Agricultural District is a tax benefit for owners of seven or more acres that generate at least $10,000 in gross sales during the preceding two years or less than seven acres that generate average gross sales of $50,000 or more. The Agricultural Districts Law also provides other protections to limit restrictions on agricultural operations other than those necessary to protect health and safety. Currently, approximately 1,955 acres of property in Poestenkill are located in Rensselaer County Agricultural District #2; however, not all of the property in the district is in agricultural use.

According to the Rensselaer County Bureau of Economic Development and Planning, Agricultural District #2 will be up for its 8-year review by the County Legislature in 2007. During this review, the County notifies all property owners in the district and asks them whether or not they would like their property to remain in the Agricultural District. The County also holds a public information session to provide other landowners with an opportunity to place their land in the district.

Eleven parcels representing more than 944 acres in the Town of Poestenkill are assessed as agricultural, according to 2003 tax assessment records. This represents 5% of the total acreage in the Town, 3% of the assessed land value and 1% of the total assessed value. It should be noted that some parcels where agricultural operations are known to exist are assessed in other categories. For example, there are several parcels of land along NY Route 351 south of the Poestenkill hamlet, which are rented for growing corn and alfalfa, but are assessed as residential.

Products produced in Poestenkill include fluid milk which is shipped to cooperatives outside Rensselaer County and made into butter and cheese; beef, primarily cull cows from the dairy operations but increasingly steers; hay, corn, rye, oats, and wheat straw; bedding plants that are sold at the Menands market; dried flowers, shrubs, and ornamental bushes; produce and vegetables which are sold seasonally at farm stands; Christmas trees; and maple syrup. There are at least two greenhouse operations and several horse boarding and stable facilities.

The largest farms located in Poestenkill are the farms owned by the Wagner, Dzembo, Schmidt, and Moody families. Some of these farms have between forty and one hundred milk cows and up to several hundred total animals and also grow rotational crops of corn and alfalfa, vegetables, and compost.

The majority of active agricultural lands lie in the western third of the Town, west of the Rensselaer Plateau, although some small fields scattered in eastern Poestenkill are reportedly used for cutting hay or cattle and horse pasturage. The most productive agricultural lands and the largest farms are situated in the floodplain of the Poesten Kill in the northwest section of the town (see Natural Resources section for discussion of prime farmland soils).

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Review local laws and ordinances to ensure that the laws and ordinances are not onerous to the agricultural community.

Districts are somewhat protected Although farms located in Agricultural from nuisance laws created by local governments, not all farms may be located within an Agricultural District. Poestenkill’s Right to Farm Life Law addresses nuisance laws for all agricultural endeavors. The Town should review its present laws and any proposed laws as to whether it penalizes farms for following standard agricultural practices, and whether agriculture is regulated more than other industries within the town.

· Provide buffers between developments and agricultural uses.

As more residents are built around farm fields and farmsteads, a greater likelihood of conflict between resident and farmer will exist. Fifty years ago, most of the residents within the rural portions of the town had some tie to agriculture. Now, most residents have little understanding of agriculture and its practices. Providing buffers in new subdivisions along areas that abut farm operations provides a little screening to both farmer and homeowner.

· Create a farmers market in the hamlet area to provide a direct marketing and contact opportunities for farmers/growers and residents.

With the global markets now providing much of the food found in supermarkets, concerns about the possibility of disease, heavy metals and other toxins on fruits and vegetables has become an issue in some households. Farm fresh fruits, vegetables and meats have a better taste and quality than that produce which has been picked or processed a week or more before. A farmers market would provide the residents in the town as well as neighboring towns better access to local produce. The farmers market could also provide an outlet for crafts makers and other home occupations to provide wares made in Poestenkill. It would also educate the non-farming residents about where their food comes from and how it is produced, creating a greater understanding between the community at large and the agricultural community.

· Work with the agricultural community and Rensselaer County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board on purchasing development rights on the best quality farmland in the town.

The Rensselaer County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board has applied annually for NYS Agriculture and Markets Farmland Protection Program funding. Towns may also apply for such funding if such action is also part of their Comprehensive Plan. Under the Farmland Protection Program, funding is made available to purchase the development rights on properties to keep the properties in an agricultural use. An easement is then placed on the deed, which allows the owners to use the property for agriculture and other uses agreed to during the Purchase of Development Rights negotiation process.

8.5.2 Forestry

Forestry is an important, but often overlooked, portion of the Rensselaer County economy. Large portions of the county are forestlands, and in Poestenkill, much of the area on the Rensselaer Plateau is forested land. Forestlands provide wood for lumber, firewood, wood sculpting and biomass, habitat for wildlife, hunting lands, recreation lands and clean aquifer recharge areas.

Property forestry methods that include selective logging can maintain a healthy forest that is resistant to forest fires and diseases and can be harvested regularly. The clearings that are made through property forestry will also provide under-story growth that deer and other browsers depend upon during the winter months.

WJ Cowee owned 479 acres of forests on the Rensselaer Plateau in Poestenkill, which have been harvested throughout the years for use in their wood products manufacturing in Berlin. This land will be transferred to the State and become included in a newly formed wildlife management area. Other large, privately owned tracts are timber harvested by local logging companies as well as private citizens. Logs are shipped to local lumber mills, such as L.J. Valente, or can be sent to specialized mills supporting the furniture industry, in the case of valuable hardwoods. Another common use for harvested wood is the delivery of firewood, cut up or in long lengths.

The local lumber industry provides locally harvested wood products to contractors, homeowners and crafters, often providing better quality lumber than is found in the discount hardware store, and at similar or lower prices. Other products include bark mulch made from the bark removed from trees before milling, sawdust used in livestock bedding, and sawdust that is shipped to manufactured lumber plants. L.J. Valente Lumber is the only sawmill operating in the town of Poestenkill. There are several other sawmills in surrounding towns that also use harvested timber from Poestenkill.

Several Town property owners have parts of their land planted in Christmas trees supply trees to the Capital District market. 
Issues, Threats and Goals

· Encourage the use of the NY State Forestry BMP Field Guide in the harvesting of lumber to reduce erosion, water impacts and improve future harvesting opportunities.
Forest harvesting provides many benefits to the property owner, the forest, and to the community, but only if it is done properly. If done improperly, it can increase the threat of flooding, stream silting and land slides, as well as destroy valuable ecosystems. Following best management practices of tree selection, cutting, building skid trails and access roads, and providing erosion control in sensitive areas can provide benefits to all.

· Encourage the owners of forested lands to have long-term timber harvesting plans.

Sustainable forestry requires that some trees be left to be harvest in a medium-term period and a longer-term period. Clear cutting of large tracts of land provides a one-time gain for the property owner, and then a large possibility of flooding, erosion and other problems on the land, which can affect neighboring properties and the community as a whole. Sustainable forestry provides a steady income from the woodlots by selective cutting those trees that either are ripe for harvest or need to be culled as the growth is too thick to provide desirable growth. In sustainable forestry, trees are left to provide protection from flooding and whose roots will hold back the soils. These trees would then be harvested in a few years when smaller trees are growing in areas previously harvested. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has a Cooperating Forester program that provides a listing of foresters who can help property owners manage their woodlots. This list can be found on the DEC’s website (http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/privland/privassist/ coopprogram.html).

8.5.3 Mining

Currently, there are five sand and gravel mining operations in Natural Products (NP) zones in the town of Poestenkill (Table 17). The largest is the Clemente Latham/Callanan/Valente operation, permitted since 1974, which utilizes 292.55 acres of land. No hard rock mine presently exists in the town.
Table 9: Mining Operations in the Town of Poestenkill

Source: Research by Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee.

According to the Soil Survey of Rensselaer County, there are six soil types in the Town of Poestenkill that are considered probable sources of sand and gravel (Map 8). These are ChA and CkB in the Chenango soil series and HoB, HoC, HoD, and HoE in the Hoosic soil series. All of these soils are present in the western half of the Town, primarily around the Poestenkill hamlet and along the western municipal boundary. While extensive engineering studies would be necessary to determine the extractive value of individual sites, these areas of the Town appear to be most conducive to mining based on soil properties reported in the Soil Survey. Some soils with a high content of gravel and sand may also be found east of Barberville.

Hard rock mines in Rensselaer County extract the Rensselaer greywacke that comprises most of the Rensselaer Plateau. This limestone is preferred by NYS Department of Transportation in its asphalt as it does not wear as quickly as other sandstones previously used and does not become slick with wear. Rensselaer greywacke underlies approximately the eastern two thirds of the town. Mining operations prefer to start mining areas where the bedrock lies close to the surface, so the most likely areas where mines would be proposed would be along the escarpment and along areas where the rock has been cut away by erosion by streams or long disappeared glaciers.

Issues, Threats and Goals

· The Town recognizes the necessity to balance the local and regional needs for mined materials with the impacts of mines on roadways, residences and other businesses, and water resources.

Mined materials are necessary for our daily lives. Sand and gravel are used for septic systems, drainage around buildings, underlayment of roads, protection from sliding on ice, and sand for the sand box. Mined stone is used for paving roads, highway and driveways, and is used to prevent erosion. Poestenkill has large resources of sand, gravel and rock.

Mining can create dust, increase heavy trucks on roads, loss of ground water for wells, and flying rocks and debris if explosives are not used properly. Following best management practices, mines can be relatively unobtrusive, providing additional traffic on the highways, and occasional noise, but no major community impacts. Siting mines away from houses, providing buffers beyond the minimum required, seeding areas not in active use, using dust control methods and operating in reasonable time periods can provide needed materials without impacting the community.

· The Town greatly discourages the mining of sand and gravel below the ground water elevation in the town and surrounding areas, especially in the Poestenkill Aquifer.

Since the public water system is limited to the northwest section of town, many residents presently rely on wells for their drinking water. Gravel mining below the ground water elevation can drop the level of the ground water as water is pumped out of the mining area to allow mining to continue. This lowers water levels in wells, and can, ultimately dry out wells, requiring the deepening of wells, the drilling of new wells, or the need to provide public water to areas without available ground water.
9. Municipal and Other Services 

9.1 Town Government

Like other towns in New York State, the Town of Poestenkill is governed by a Town Supervisor and a four member Town Board. The Town provides municipal services including fire protection through a special fire district and highway department services such as snow removal, and road improvements and maintenance. Other Town officials include two justices, a town clerk (who also serves as tax collector), a town superintendent of highways, a tax assessor and a code enforcement officer. All of these offices, with the exception of the Tax Assessor and Code Enforcement Officer are elective. The supervisor’s term is two years; the council members and town justices serve four-year terms; the town clerk has a two-year term; and the assessor's term is six years.

The Town Board has responsibility for the general management and control of the financial affairs of the Town. It must estimate and aggregate all sources of revenues and adopt a budget for the fiscal (calendar) year providing for the expenditure of such funds. The Town may not commit or spend any money except in conformance
9.2 Town Planning and Zoning

The Town of Poestenkill has a Planning Board comprised of seven members to act in an advisory capacity on policy related to development, existing or proposed comprehensive plans, and land use ordinances. The Planning Board also reviews and approves subdivisions, site plans and special permit applications. The Planning Board members serve on a volunteer basis and receive a stipend for their time served on the Planning Board.

The Zoning Board of Appeals was created when Poestenkill adopted its first Land Use Ordinance in 1970. The Town has created a five-member Zoning Board of Appeals for the purpose of interpreting law and considering applications for variances from the Land Use Ordinance. The Zoning Board members also serve on a volunteer basis and receive a stipend for their time served.

9.3 Fiscal Trends

 The Town’s budget is comprised of three primary funds each with its individual budget appropriation and revenues. General Fund expenditures, including town employees, town planning, zoning, library services, the youth program, the Town garage, streetlights and other expenditures, account for approximately 34% of the Town’s overall expenditures in 2020. The Town’s highway department budget includes appropriations for road construction, repair and maintenance, accounting for 40% of expenditures. The Water Fund accounts for 14% of the Town's overall budget with major expenditures for source of supply, debt service and administration. The remaining 12% of the budget is allocated to the Fire District for fire protection as well as ambulance and emergency services. This proportional breakdown of appropriations has been fairly consistent in the past four years.

The budget for the Town of Poestenkill for the year 2020 authorizes total expenditures of $2,802,374. As the charts above and below illustrate, the most significant expenditures include general government support expenses for the salaries, services and employee benefits of public officials and others employed by the Town. Other expenditures include those for fire district expenses, water source of supply, water debt service, other community services, and highway department road maintenance expenses.



Chart 1: 2020 Appropriations
Based on the Town of Poestenkill’s budgets for 2016 through 2020, revenue trends have been fairly stable and consistent in recent years. For the 2020 fiscal year, real property taxes and water fund benefit assessment of $1,489,393 will account for 61.5% of total revenues; $425,000 in sales taxes will account for 17.5% of revenues; and $105,000 in metered water sales will account for 4% of total revenues. Other sources of revenue such as state revenue sharing and state aid are projected to account for 5% of total Town revenue.

In the past five years, the distribution of revenue has been apportioned to a greater extent to the highway funds. Revenues from Town property taxes have decreased from 2016 to 2020. Appropriations have increased by 14% from $2,468,686 in 2016 to $2,802,374 for fiscal year 2020. Although yearly appropriations in the General and Highway funds exceed revenues in the Town Budgets, normally revenues exceed their projections, allowing additional spending during the upcoming year without additional tax increases.

	Table 10: Poestenkill Town Budgets
	

	General Fund ‐ Appropriations
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020

	Culture & Recreation
	$
115,141
	$
56,238
	$ 59,520
	$
73,815
	$
115,808

	Economic Assistance
	$
3,000
	$
3,000
	$
3,000
	$
3,500
	$
3,750

	Employee Benefits
	$
125,800
	$
116,700
	$ 117,700
	$
109,700
	$
107,700

	General Government Support
	$
353,355
	$
340,596
	$ 346,076
	$
368,966
	$
377,017

	Health
	$
2,550
	$
2,627
	$
2,627
	$
2,679
	$
2,733

	Home & Community Service
	$
42,340
	$
33,327
	$ 35,362
	$
38,919
	$
42,226

	Inter‐Fund Transfers
	$
‐
	$
‐
	$
‐
	$
‐
	$
75,000

	Public Safety
	$
40,809
	$
40,959
	$ 41,562
	$
42,649
	$
55,809

	Transportation
	$
95,193
	$
91,211
	$ 90,925
	$
98,319
	$
168,085

	Total
	$
778,188
	$
684,658
	$ 696,772
	$
738,547
	$
948,128

	Highway Fund ‐ Appropriations

Employee Benefits
	$
206,650
	$
180,350
	$ 166,500
	$
158,350
	$
158,350


	Transportation
	$
824,500
	$
822,500
	$ 830,500
	$ 1,060,000
	$
956,000

	Total
	$ 1,031,150
	$ 1,002,850
	$ 997,000
	$ 1,218,350
	$ 1,114,350

	Fire District ‐ Appropriations
	$
293,218
	$
302,015
	$ 311,075
	$
320,407
	$
326,186

	Water Fund ‐ Appropriations

Administration
	$
57,450
	$
56,860
	$ 55,494
	$
60,640
	$
77,760

	Debt Service
	$
195,080
	$
195,400
	$ 195,400
	$
195,400
	$
195,400

	Employee Benefits
	$
8,900
	$
9,900
	$
9,900
	$
9,900
	$
9,900

	Source of Supply
	$
95,300
	$
92,300
	$ 92,300
	$
94,300
	$
124,300

	Transmission & Distribution
	$
9,400
	$
7,450
	$
6,850
	$
6,850
	$
6,350

	Total
	$
366,130
	$
361,910
	$ 359,944
	$
367,090
	$
413,710


	Table 10: Poestenkill Town Budgets
	
	
	
	
	

	General Fund ‐ Revenues
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020

	Real Property Taxes
	$
74,007
	$
59,877
	$ 49,504
	$
42,250
	$
43,797

	Int. & Pent. On Property Taxes
	$
5,000
	$
5,000
	$
5,000
	$
5,000
	$
5,000

	Sales Tax Distribution
	$
380,000
	$
380,000
	$ 385,000
	$
400,000
	$
425,000

	Franchises
	$
30,000
	$
30,000
	$ 60,000
	$
60,000
	$
60,000

	Fees
	$
3,750
	$
3,650
	$
3,700
	$
13,900
	$
13,900

	Interest & Earnings
	$
250
	$
250
	$
250
	$
4,000
	$
6,000

	Licenses
	$
571
	$
2,271
	$
1,721
	$
1,921
	$
1,521

	Building Permits
	$
10,000
	$
10,000
	$ 10,000
	$
10,000
	$
10,000

	Fines & Forfeited Bail
	$
10,000
	$
15,000
	$ 20,000
	$
20,000
	$
10,000

	Gifts ‐ Youth Program
	$
20,000
	$
18,000
	$ 20,000
	$
30,600
	$
60,000

	State Revenue Sharing
	$
37,000
	$
37,000
	$ 37,000
	$
37,000
	$
37,000

	Mortgage Tax
	$
75,000
	$
75,000
	$ 75,000
	$
75,000
	$
100,000

	State Aid Youth Prgorm
	$
1,500
	$
1,500
	$
1,500
	$
1,500
	$
1,800

	Miscellaneous
	$
110
	$
2,110
	$
110
	$
110
	$
110

	Total
	$
647,188
	$
639,658
	$ 668,785
	$
701,281
	$
774,128

	Highway Fund Revenues

Bond Revenue
	
	
	$
‐
	$
195,000
	$
‐

	Real Property Taxes
	$
800,150
	$
798,350
	$ 797,500
	$
804,850
	$
805,100

	Interest & Earnings
	$
1,000
	$
1,000
	$
1,000
	$
4,000
	$
6,000

	Maintenance RC
	$
17,000
	$
15,500
	$ 15,500
	$
15,500
	$
15,250

	Consolidated Highway Aid
	$
88,000
	$
88,000
	$ 88,000
	$
88,000
	$
88,000

	Total
	$
906,150
	$
902,850
	$ 902,000
	$ 1,107,350
	$
914,350

	Fire District Tax Revenue
	$
293,218
	$
302,015
	$ 311,075
	$
320,407
	$
326,816

	Water Fund ‐ Revenues

Benefit Assessment
	$
279,308
	$
274,414
	$ 274,938
	$
278,741
	$
283,680

	Inspection Fees
	$
5,000
	$
‐
	$
1,000
	$
1,000
	$
1,500

	Interest Earned
	$
400
	$
400
	$
400
	$
4,000
	$
6,000

	Meter Sales
	$
3,700
	$
3,700
	$
2,000
	$
2,000
	$
2,000

	Metered Sales
	$
73,000
	$
73,000
	$ 76,000
	$
77,000
	$
105,000

	Outer District
	$
2,996
	$
2,996
	$
3,608
	$
4,349
	$
4,410

	Penalties
	$
500
	$
500
	$
500
	$
500
	$
500

	Tap Fees
	$
900
	$
900
	$
500
	$
500
	$
500

	Unmetered Sales
	$
2,000
	$
2,000
	$
1,000
	$
1,000
	$
500

	Total
	$
367,805
	$
357,910
	$ 359,946
	$
369,090
	$
404,090


Issues, Threats and Goals

· The rapid increase in Employee Benefits may outstrip the increases in other non-property tax revenues, such as mortgage tax and sales tax distribution.

Although the Town of Poestenkill has no control over health insurance costs, New York State Retirement municipal payment requirements or other such costs, these costs are rising significantly faster than inflation and will soon be a major cost to the Town if present trends continue. In the 2005 budget, Employee benefits were 14.5% of the total combined appropriations, including fire district payments.
9.4 Property Tax Base

The economic growth of a municipality can, in part, be measured by net changes of the assessment rolls over time. New construction activity and improvements to existing property generally have a direct positive impact on overall property values. This broadens the tax base from which municipalities can draw needed revenues to provide residents with desired services. To evaluate trends in the Town’s tax base, assessed values and tax rate data were analyzed for the period 2016-2020, and are summarized in Tables 11 and 12. The tax roll year shown in Table 11 is based on the previous year's assessment roll.

	Table 11: Tax Roll Trends, Town of Poestenkill

	Valuations
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020

	Total Assessed Value (000)
	$92,242
	$92,815
	$93,193
	$94,085
	$94,702

	Town Taxable Value (000)
	$84,070
	$84,504
	$85,084
	$85,994
	$86,861

	Town Tax Exempt Value (000)
	$8,172
	$8,312
	$8,109
	$8,091
	$7,841

	Tax Exempt %
	8.9%
	9.0%
	8.7%
	8.6%
	8.3%

	 Source: Rensselaer County Reports of the Director of the Bureau of Tax Services.




The total assessed valuation for tax roll year 2020 was $94,701,607, which is an increase of 2.7% since 2016. The value of all Town tax-exemptions for 2020 was $7,840,992, which is a decrease of 4.1% since 2016. The tax exempt percent has also decreased by 0.6% from 2016 to 2020.
For Table 12, (a) the County, Town, Highway, Library and Fire District tax rates are included in the January Town & County tax bills for the corresponding tax roll year; and (b) for a given tax roll year, the school district tax rates are included in the previous September's school tax bill. The combined tax rate per $1,000 assessed value for the County, Town, Highway, Library (starting in 2017), Fire, and Averill Park Central School District, which serves the majority of the Town, increased by 7.6% from $114.87 in 2016 to $123.59 in 2020. The combined tax rate increase over this period was 14.2% in the Berlin Central School District and 5.3% in the Brunswick Central School District.
	Table 12: Tax Rates by Tax Roll Year, Town of Poestenkill

	Tax Rate Purpose
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	5 Year Period (+/-)

	County₁
	$26.486402
	$26.717852
	$26.580853
	$27.256802
	$27.866286
	5.2% or $1.38

	Town
	$0.880291
	$0.708577
	$0.498373
	$0.491042
	$0.504224
	-42.7% or -$0.38

	Highway
	$9.517636
	$9.447501
	$9.359434
	$9.354331
	$9.268875
	-$2.6 or -$0.25

	Library₂
	N/A
	$0.701625
	$0.836860
	$0.828560
	$0.820746
	17.0% or $0.12

	Fire
	$3.366490
	$3.444976
	$3.532958
	$3.602555
	$3.649690
	8.4% or $0.28

	School District
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Averill Park
	$74.617417
	$75.272039
	$76.554955
	$79.728799
	$81.478763
	9.2% or $6.86

	     Berlin
	$61.183205
	$62.851095
	$63.025953
	$69.244081
	$73.715393
	20.5% or $12.53

	     Brunswick
	$74.100073
	$73.021526
	$71.157240
	$74.997308
	$78.323343
	5.7% or $4.22

	Combined Tax Rate per $1,000
	$101.43 - $114.87
	$103.87-$116.29
	$103.83-$117.36
	$110.78-$121.26
	$115.83-$123.59
	

	Equalization Rate3
	25.7
	25.7
	25.7
	24.5
	23.1
	-10.1%

	Equalized Tax Rate per $1,000
	$26.07 - $29.52
	$26.70-$29.89
	$26.69-$30.16
	$27.14-$29.71
	$26.76-$28.55
	

	 Source: Rensselaer County Reports of the Director of the Bureau of Tax Services.

1. County Tax Rate includes NYS mandates and County chargebacks.

2. Library Tax Rate started in 2017.

3. Equalization Rate is from the prior year final assessment roll.


	


9.5 Town Facilities and Services

The Town Hall is located in the hamlet of Poestenkill on Davis Road. Built in 1921, the Town Hall building houses the offices of the Supervisor, Town Clerk, Assessor and Building Inspector. The Town Board, Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals meet in the basement meeting room. The room also functions as the Town Court. Parking at the Town Hall is a concern because it can only accommodate 15 cars.

The Town Landfill, which operated from 1966 to 1989, was capped in 1992. Since that time the Town has had a year-to-year agreement with a private hauler to allow residents to take trash and recyclables to a transfer station for a fee on Saturdays. Private haulers can also provide pick up service for residents who do not wish to use the transfer station.

The Town Garage is located on Plank Road/County Route 40 just east of the hamlet of Poestenkill. The Highway Department equipment is stored at this site along with supplies of deicing materials. In 1998, the Town completed an addition to the existing Town garage.

Poestenkill provides general governance, town court, dog control, rabies clinic, building inspection, a summer youth program, library funding, adult recreation and funding for veterans services.
Issues, Threats and Goals

· Maintain a steady tax rate through fiscal responsibility and sustainable growth.

A consistent tax rate enables property owners to financially plan ahead to pay taxes. Sudden and large increases in the tax rate creates difficulties for payment of taxes. Having sufficient growth in the tax base allows that growth to shoulder some of the increased tax burden. Capital plans allow the Town to also financially plan ahead for needed infrastructure and building construction and repairs. Capital plans examine the present and future needs of the community, and create a strategy to fulfill those needs.

9.6 Schools

The public school system is a critical factor in the future development of the town of Poestenkill. Public education opportunities in the town are provided by three centralized school districts; Averill Park, Berlin, and Brittonkill. The Averill Park School District covers 93% of the Town while Berlin covers 4% in a sparsely populated section of the northeast corner and Brittonkill covers a small portion of the northwest corner bordering the town of Brunswick.

Averill Park Central School District completed a merger in the 1990s with the George Washington School District, a small K-6 district in the neighboring town of Brunswick. As a result of this merger the District presently has three K-5 elementary schools (one located in the Town), Algonquin Middle School which houses grades 6-8, and a high school (located in the Town of Sand Lake). The district has completed additions and renovations to all of the school buildings to alleviate overcrowding. In keeping with the neighborhood school concept, the Poestenkill Elementary School located near the hamlet in Poestenkill provides education opportunities to virtually all children in the town who attend public school at the elementary level. Based on the 2019-2020 enrollment of 335 and the current rate of growth in the town, it is the Town’s belief that this facility will be more than adequate for many years. The Algonquin Middle School situated in the town of Poestenkill at the corner of NY Routes 351 and 66 has a current enrollment of 670 students, which places it at approximately  60% of its capacity. The Averill Park High School, which has a current enrollment of 880 students, is not yet at capacity.

Berlin Central School District completed reorganization in 2009, which resulted in closing of two of its elementary schools and the continued use of one building for the middle school and high school.  Berlin Elementary School, which would be attended by Poestenkill students K-3 plus grades 4 and 5 for the entire district has an enrollment of 30. The Middle School/High School is located in Cherry Plain and has enrollment of 391. The elementary schools population has dropped slightly since 2006.  The Middle School/High School population has dropped from 601 to 391 over the same period.  No future plans are presently being considered for expanding facilities.

Brittonkill Central School District is a single campus site located on NY Route 2 in the town of Brunswick. The Elementary School, grades K-5, has a current student population of 472 students. The combined middle school and high school population is 680 students. While there has been significant commercial development in the town of Brunswick within the past few years, the student population has remained fairly stable to this point.
Issues, Threats and Goals

· Provide a high quality education for the town’s school aged population while maintaining affordable tax rates.

9.7 Fire & Ambulance

The town of Poestenkill is served by a single volunteer fire company, which also provides ambulance service to town residents. Like most fire companies in this area, it provides and receives mutual aid assistance to and from other towns. This company has two stations, one near the hamlet and the other in East Poestenkill. Currently, there is adequate staffing. The fire company believes there is a need for some expansion of the existing building near the hamlet to accommodate the volunteers’ equipment. The structure in East Poestenkill is adequate. The Fire Company also believes that 20-25 new dry hydrants are needed to help aid in fire protection. The Town of Poestenkill is part of the Rensselaer County Enhanced Emergency 9-1-1 system. If a public water system is installed in Poestenkill, fire hydrants will be required in areas covered by the water district. Fire hydrants are required to be installed on water mains at least every 500 feet.

As shown in Table 13, the Town’s Special Fire District appropriations and subsequent tax levies have increased over the past five years, although not when the drop in assessed value is taken into account. From 2001 to 2005, the tax rate grew by $0.328670 or 16.4%. The equalization rate, the percent of actual value the average assessed value of properties, in the same period dropped to 15.4%. Subsequently, the tax rate per $1,000 of actual value decreased by 1% over the five-year period.

Table 13: Fire District Tax Rates Per $1,000, Town of Poestenkill

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Find volunteers, especially during daytime hours to provide sufficient coverage to protect the well-being of the town’s population, buildings and resources.

Daytime coverage has become difficult for many of the volunteer companies in the Capital Region. Volunteers often were farmers and others employed in the community. As full time farming disappears from countryside, a gap has been created in these community services. Businesses within the town should be encouraged to allow workers to participate as volunteers.

9.8 Law Enforcement

The town of Poestenkill has no police force of its own. Rather, the town is served by both the Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Department and the State Police. The closest Sheriff’s Department Substation is in the town of Sand Lake at Gettle Road and nearest State Police Barracks is in Averill Park. Data obtained from the County Sheriff indicates that the number of Incident Reports in the town has declined over the past fifteen years from 154 in 1982 to 137 in 1990 and 127 in 1997.
Issues, Threats and Goals

· Maintain the safety of the town’s residents.

· Slow traffic along thoroughfares to speed limits for the safety of all on and along the roadways.

Speeding traffic has become a lifestyle now in the early twenty-first century. Light traffic, few traffic signals and stop signs and little enforcement allows such behavior to continue. In a rural community such as Poestenkill, regular enforcement of traffic laws is the only plausible method to keep drivers within safe speeds and driving in a safe manner.

9.9 Recreation

The Town owns the Twin Town League Field, located on Veterans Road, that is home to the area’s little league program. The Town does not operate any other recreational facilities of its own, however numerous public and private facilities exist which serve town residents. For example, Poestenkill Elementary School (PES) has a playground in back of the school as well as a basketball court near School Road. 

Currently, PES serves as host for the Town’s summer camp program as well as other community functions. Algonquin Middle School has athletic fields that serve many organizations. The school also has a short hiking trail behind the fields.

Map 27: Recreational Facilities

Pine Ridge, located on Plank Road, is a private cross-county skiing facility.  The Hendrick Hudson Fish and Game Club, located on NY Route 66, is a private club that has also served events sponsored by local organizations. The Poesten Kill offers fishing, although public access to the creek is limited. Two state parks, Cherry Plain State Park in Berlin and Grafton Lakes State Park in Grafton are within 12 miles and 17 miles of the town, respectively.

There are several natural areas used for passive recreation in Poestenkill: Barberville Falls Nature Preserve; Poestenkill Community Forest, Geiser Preserve with its summit of historic Perigo Hill; and the southwestern part of Dyken Pond Environmental Education Center (see Section  X and ,Map 20).

Some wildlife species provide opportunities for recreational hunting in the town, especially white-tailed deer and small game hunting of grouse, rabbits and squirrels. The western portion of the town is now located in DEC’s Wildlife Management Unit 4K and the eastern area in Unit 4L (2004-05 NYS Hunting and Trapping Regulations Guide). Some Canadian geese hunting occurs in the agricultural areas and some duck hunting in the wetlands along Newfoundland Creek.

Several of the larger water bodies such as Davitt Pond, Moules Lake and Vosburg Pond have fisheries suitable for recreational fishing. Warm-water fish found in many of these ponds include redbreast sunfish, pumpkinseed, bluegill, rock bass, largemouth bass, black crappie, brown bullhead, yellow perch and chain pickerel. However, these ponds are not open to public fishing.
Issues, Threats and Goals

· Provide sufficient recreational opportunities through private, not-for-profit and public entities for town residents.

Presently, all the recreational opportunities beyond the summer youth program are on private, not-for-profit or school district or fire district lands. Much of the work for the recreational opportunities is done through volunteer labor. The Town should work with volunteer and not-for-profit organizations that provide recreational opportunities, especially for the town’s youth. The Town should work with for-profit entities that will fulfill recognized needed recreational opportunities.

· Maintain and preserve natural resources presently used for recreation so that their uses are not bothersome to neighboring residents or dangerous to users and the public at large.
In 2019 the Rensselaer Plateau Alliance took over operation of the Barberville Falls preserve and constructed an 18-car parking area on Blue Factory Road to provide access to the falls and the 135-acre preserve.  Parking is also allowed on Plank Road near Brookside Cemetery for the preserve that provides access to the Creek Trail along the south side of the Poesten Kill for hiking and fishing.
· Maintain or increase fishing and other access to major streams and lakes.

Fishing access to the major streams should be formalized to discourage trespassing where it has become an issue. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has a program in place to purchase or negotiate fishing access easements along streams with significant fishing possibilities. The Town can work together with the DEC on identifying areas for obtaining fishing access. The Planning Board should also take into account any fishing access easements during the subdivision process to maintain fishing access after development.

10. Land Use and Zoning

In 2003, there were 20,139 acres of non-highway land in the town of Poestenkill. The uses of land based on the 2003 assessment classifications are shown on Map 16 and in the box at right. Parcels assessed as vacant land account for 36.2% of the land in the town. The vacant land is predominantly located in areas zoned residential or rural residential. It should be mentioned that the assessed land uses may not illustrate all uses on a certain property. For example, a large residential parcel may contain fields used for the production of hay or corn, but may not be owned by a farmer. Such parcels will be assessed as residential instead of agricultural.

A significant portion of the Town’s land is used for residential purposes, including single-family homes, rural residences with acreage, multiple family homes, mobile homes and seasonal homes. Parcels assessed as residential account for 46.8% of the land in Poestenkill, while those assessed as agricultural comprise 4.4%. Agricultural uses include livestock, dairy, and other products, and land that is in productive agricultural use.

Recreational and entertainment uses including camps, camping facilities, resorts, amusement facilities, and outdoor sports activities use 4.5% of the land in Poestenkill. Parcels assessed as commercial, including commercial apartment properties, retail businesses, lumber yards, automotive related shops and service stations, kennels, and storage, distribution, and warehouse facilities account for 3.3% of the total acreage in the Town. Approximately 3.4% of the land is assessed as industrial, which for purposes of assessment includes manufacturing and mining. In fact, all but three of the twelve parcels classified as industrial are used for sand and gravel mining.

Slightly more than one percent of the land in Poestenkill is assessed either as community services (e.g., religious, educational, and government facilities) or public services (e.g., the airport, the Town landfill) or wild, forested, parks or conservation.

10.1 General Development Patterns

Development patterns in the town of Poestenkill vary from rural, sparsely developed areas to dense lots of less than a half-acre in the town’s hamlet. The original patterns of development appear to have evolved around major intersections within the town. Today, development is more concentrated at these intersections than along the secondary roads and in outlying areas. The eastern part of the town of Poestenkill is generally far less developed, with much more vacant land, than the western part. This is not surprising, as more densely populated urban and suburban municipalities lie to the west of Poestenkill, while the eastern section of the town contains steep topography and rocky soils that makes development more difficult.

Table 14: 2003 Poestenkill Assessed Land Uses

(By Acreage)

Residential 9,419.90

Agricultural 891.56

Recreation/Entertainment 898.21

Commercial 673.78

Industrial 689.17

Community Services 109.80

Public Service 77.82

Wild/Conservation 87.32

Vacant Land 7,291.46

Total 20,139.02

Source: 2003 Tax Assessment Data.

10.2 East Side

The northeastern corner of the town of Poestenkill is the least developed section of the town. Most of the land on Blue Factory Hill, Columbia Hill, Fifty six, and Plank Roads is rural with some small farms and is sparsely populated. There is a concentration of commercial, residential, and public and community service buildings, including a fire department building and two churches in East Poestenkill at the intersection of County Routes 40 and 44. The intersection of County Routes 44 and 79 in Ives Corners has fewer building structures than the East Poestenkill intersection; however, the area has several residences and a woodworking shop. Barberville, the third significant intersection on the eastern side of the Town, is located where County Routes 79 and 40 meet. South of CR 40 (Plank Road), the secondary roads contain single-family homes, although the area is still heavily wooded and the lots are large. The Poesten Kill winds along County Route 40 in this area.

10.3 West Side

The western section of Poestenkill is the more densely populated portion of the town. The area includes several housing developments and the Poestenkill hamlet that is considered the town center. The southwestern part of the town has numerous single-family housing developments, many of which were constructed in the 1980s to the 2000s. Houses in large lot developments have been constructed along the southern borders of the town on Vosburgh Road and Holloway Lane (Heather Ridge); a mix of small and large lot sizes exists in the residential developments on Laura Drive (Pine Meadows).

The Algonquin Middle School, a transfer station, a private fish and game club, a lumber company, and several other commercial businesses are located at or near the intersection of NY Routes 66 and 351. Fanning out from the intersection, residences are scattered along NY Routes 66 and 351 and the secondary roads. Algonquin Estates, a residential subdivision along NY Route 66 and Algonquin Beach Road is located in this area. Built in phases over a period of years, this is among the largest subdivisions in Poestenkill. The Winding Ridge subdivision is also on Algonquin Beach Road.

Around the intersection of NY Route 66 and County Route 68 (Snyders Corners Road), there are more single-family homes and mobile homes as well as a drive-in movie theater and several other commercial businesses. A large gravel mine lies northwest of this intersection. Single-family homes are located to the west along Snyders Corners Road between NY Route 66 and County Route 150, and along the short segment of NY Route 150 that passes through the town of Poestenkill.

Located at the intersection of NY Routes 351 and 355 and County Routes 40 and 68 in the north-central section of the town, the Poestenkill hamlet is the most densely developed area of the township. The hamlet has a mix of commercial, residential, light industrial, religious, and government structures, including the Town Hall, library, fire house, post office, a general store, and two churches, on lots of half an acre or less. The Rensselaer County Airport (a private facility) and two light industrial businesses are located just west of the town center on NY Route 355.

Several residential developments are located in the northwestern section of the town. Large lot, single family homes have been constructed on Hinkle Road (Pleasant Hill) and Reichard Farm Road off NY Route 351. There is a concentration of single-family homes in the Deer Creek development on Route 351 and in Nursery Estates on NY Route 355 west of the hamlet. Skyview Drive, the Victorian Estates development on Weatherwax Road and the Shuhart subdivision on Grandview Drive off NY Route 355 east of Weatherwax Road contain more densely developed single-family homes of differing styles, sizes, and ages.

There are several large farms along Garfield Road near the municipal border with the town of Brunswick, on NY Route 351, and on Dater Hill Road. Several older homes are also located in the Garfield Road area.

Map 28: Land Use by Tax Parcel Designation. Source: 2003 Tax Assessment Data??
10.4 Overview of Land Use Code

The original Land Use Ordinance for the Town of Poestenkill was drafted as part of its first Master Plan in 1970. Significant modifications to the ordinance were made in 1975 and again in 1985, with a few minor modifications in 1995 and 1997.

The Land Use Ordinance includes four defined Residential Districts that differ in their density and use requirements. The Hamlet is a unique district established to accommodate mixed uses on smaller lots within the town center. Other established districts include Commercial/Light Industrial, and Natural Products. Provisions for future Planned Development Districts, either new or converted from existing uses, have also been incorporated. In addition to the Land Use Ordinance, requirements for subdivisions, flood plain management, junkyards, and dumps are defined in the Poestenkill Town Code.

Special use permit reviews and approvals and subdivision proposals come under the purview of the Planning Board. The Zoning Board of Appeals rules on variances to the Land Use Code and makes official interpretations of the Land Use Code. The amendment of the Zoning Code or Map is the responsibility of the Town Board.

10.4.1 Residential

There are five districts permitting residential uses including Residential (R); Residential/Agriculture (RA); Rural Residential 1 (RR1); Rural Residential 2 (RR2) and Hamlet (H). The RR2 District is located in the mountainous eastern portion of Poestenkill. The RR1 District is in the central part of the Town and the RA and R districts are in the western portion. The Hamlet District is in the Town center. The districts differ in their area and bulk regulations; for instance, the minimum lot areas are one acre in the Residential district, two acres in the RA, RR1 and RR2 Districts, and a half-acre in the Hamlet. The RA, RR1 and RR2 have the same area and bulk regulations and differ only in their allowed uses.

Each residential district contains several defined permitted and special residential, general and commercial uses. One and two family homes are permitted in all residential use districts. Multifamily homes are only permitted in the RR1, RR2, and Hamlet Districts and may not exceed six units per structure or 20 units for multiple structures. With a special permit, community residences and boarding/rooming housing are permitted within the residential districts. Community residences are not permitted in the Hamlet. Mobile homes are only permitted in the Rural Residential (RR2) district. Many of the permitted and special uses in the residential districts require site plan review -- particularly those listed under the categories of general and commercial uses.

Map 17: Zoning Map Designations

10.4.2 Mixed-Use

Although the RR1 and RR2 districts allow some commercial uses by special permit, the only mixed-use district in the town of Poestenkill is the Hamlet (H) district. The district permits commercial uses as offices, retail businesses and services, and personal services by right with site plan review. Restaurants and gasoline stations are allowed with a special permit. Lot area is listed at half an acre. The Hamlet District is located in the traditional business center of the town.

10.4.3 Commercial/Light Industrial

The Commercial/Light Industrial District accommodates a variety of uses under the categories of general, commercial, and light industrial. Heavy industrial uses are not permitted in the town. With the exception of agricultural uses, kennels, and home occupations, most of the permitted special uses in the Commercial/Light Industrial District require a site plan review and sketch plan. Two Commercial/Light Industrial Districts exist within the town; both are located on NY Route 355 west of the Poestenkill hamlet. The minimum lot size for any use in the Commercial/Light Industrial Districts is two acres.

10.4.4 Natural Products

The Natural Products Districts are reserved for commercial excavation, including extractive operations and soil mining. A special use permit is required for all mining operations in these Districts except for grading, which only requires a grading permit. Other than mining, only some agricultural uses are permitted in these districts. The three Natural Product Districts shown on the Town’s zoning map are located in the western portion of the town. (See the Local Economy section for a greater discussion of this issue.)

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation regulates all extractive activities, including requirements for the reclamation of mined-out acreage, through the Mined Land Reclamation Law (MLRL) 3. The MLRL, which became effective in 1975, has three main policies: to provide for the wise and efficient use of natural resources and the reclamation of disturbed lands; assure the satisfaction of economic needs compatible with sound environmental practice; and foster and encourage an economically sound mining industry. The MLRL supercedes all state and local laws related to extractive mining, although local governments may regulate small mines not required to be permitted by the state.

Under the MLRL, a property owner seeking to operate a mine must apply to the DEC for a mining permit. An applicant for a Mined Land Reclamation Permit must submit completed application forms, pay a mining permit fee, and submit a completed Environmental Assessment Form, which is required for Type I actions under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). The applicant is also required to provide a mined land use plan which explains in detail the proposed mining operations and reclamation activities. Permits are issued for a term of up to five years.

Major amendments to the MLRL were passed in 1991. According to the DEC, the amendments were intended to simplify the permit process, codify existing case law, clarify the roles of state government and local governments with respect to the regulation of mining and reclamation, and provide input from local governments on the local impacts from applications. Provisions related to local governments can be summarized as follows4:

3 The state’s mining jurisdiction covers any person who mines or proposes to mine from each mine site more than 1,000 tons or 750 cubic yards, whichever is less, within twelve successive calendar months.

4 This summary is taken from the DEC’s Mined-Land Reclamation Program Update (November 1, 1991) and is used with their permission. Additional information comes from Technical Guidance Memo MLR92-2 (May 4, 1992), available on the website of the DEC’s Division of Mineral Resources (www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dmn).

Mining prohibitions: Although local governments may not pass laws or ordinances restricting mining or reclamation activities regulated by the MLRL, localities can enact and enforce zoning ordinances that determine permissible uses in zoning districts. These uses may include the prohibition of mining.

Local permits and enforcement: Where mining is a permissible use under local zoning, localities may issue special use permits and enforce conditions concerning only the following activities: (1) entrance and exit to and from the mine on roads controlled by the locality; (2) identification and approval of haul roads controlled by the locality; (3) mining or mined land reclamation activities not regulated by state law; and (4) enforcement of DEC mining permit reclamation requirements and special conditions regarding setbacks, barriers to restrict access, dust control, and hours of operation.

Notice of applications: DEC must send notice of all complete applications for new mining projects to the chief administrative officer of the affected locality. The local government has thirty days to make determinations as recommendations to the DEC on the application with regard to setbacks, barriers to restrict access, dust control, hours of operation, and whether the proposed mine is in an area where mining is a permissible activity. If the DEC finds that the determinations made by the local government are reasonable and necessary, the DEC will incorporate these into the permit, if one is issued. If the DEC does not agree that the determinations are justifiable, the DEC must provide a written explanation to the local government and the applicant.

Several legal cases since the MLRL became effective have addressed the division of authority between state regulation of mining under the MLRL and local zoning authority. In general, while the state courts have rejected local laws which deal with the actual operation and process of mining regulated by the state, they have upheld local laws of general applicability -- e.g., building codes, which apply broadly to other land uses -- as well as local zoning ordinances which regulate or prohibit the use of land within municipal boundaries for mining operations 5.

The Town of Poestenkill’s land use ordinance has included provisions for the location of mines since 1970. In 1994, the zoning law was amended to allow applications for rezoning of areas from Residential to Natural Products (NP) districts, as long as the area to be affected encompasses less than ten acres of land. Rezoning to NP is not allowed in a Hamlet district, a wetlands area, or a designated critical environmental area within the Town. The NP zoning district is the only district in the Town of Poestenkill within which mining is a permissible use. Most of the current NP zones in the Town were established prior to the 1994 law, however.

5 According to Arlene Lotters of the DEC’s Division of Legal Affairs, mines that were operating at the time of zoning change may be allowed to continue operations as a nonconforming use if the operator has a valid DEC permit, is continuously engaged in mining activity on the site, and has a mined land-use plan indicating the intent to mine the entire parcel.

The Town’s land use ordinance (§102-4 of the Town Code) defines a mine as “any pits or workings, whether above or below ground, from which any natural product is produced for commercial, industrial or municipal use; and all shafts, slopes, drifts, faces; and including all equipment above, on or below the surface of the ground used in connection with such pits or workings.” Further, mining is defined as “the extraction or removal of overburden on natural products from the ground or surface, including any activities at the mine location for the washing, cleaning, crushing, stockpiling or other preparation of natural products for use or sale, and the disposal of overburden and other wash material.” Natural products include “aggregate, cement rock, clay, curbing stone, flagstone, road stone, stone, gravel, ore, riprap, sand, sandstone, shale, slate or any other solid material or substance of commercial value found in or on the earth and produced for use or sale as part of any type of mining activity.”

The purpose of the Natural Products district is to protect residents by safeguarding residential and agricultural land as well as water resources and environmental features of the Town. Owners of small mines that extract less than 1,000 tons or 750 cubic yards per year must obtain a special use permit. The application for a small-scale mine must include a mining plan and reclamation plan. If approved, the special use permit is issued for a three-year period. Those extracting and removing less than 100 cubic yards per year must obtain a grading permit issued by the Code Enforcement Officer. All other mining uses must obtain a special use permit from the Town Planning Board in addition to permits required by the DEC. The ordinance provides a number of exceptions for general construction, farming, sewage disposal, and farm ponds.

According to §102-66 of the Town Code, the NP zone is intended to be the land use zoning classification for mining operations only during the period of time when active mining is underway. After completion of mining operations, including reclamation, or nonuse for a one-year period, the district must revert back to the pre-application land use classification.

10.4.5 Flood-Fringe Overlay District

A Flood-Fringe Overlay District (FF-O) is established in the Town Land Use Code. The boundary of the district is indicated as being delineated on the most current edition of the federal Flood Insurance Rate Map, but there is no reference to the FF-O on the map or in the Flood Damage Prevention Regulations established under Chapter 86 of the Town Code. Should a specific location of the FF-O district be identified in the future and incorporated into the Land Use Code, all proposed uses within the FF-O would be considered special uses and would be subject to review by the Planning Board. The standards for uses within the district include structural design specifications and use restrictions.

10.4.6 Planned Development District

A Planned Development District (PDD) may be authorized with the use of performance criteria to set standards for site specific Planned Developments. Planned Developments may provide flexibility within standard zoning and subdivision requirements. A Planned Development may be established in any location if recommended by the Planning Board and approved by the Town Board; however, there must be a minimum of five contiguous acres of residential land or general use land, or ten contiguous acres for commercial or light industrial uses. Permitted uses and the intensity of uses are determined on a plan-by-plan basis.

10.5 Other Land Use Provisions

The Town of Poestenkill’s Town Code includes regulations for fences and walls. For residential uses, fences and walls cannot exceed six feet for side or rear walls and four feet if erected within 25 feet of the front of the lot-line or highway right-of-way. In Commercial/Light Industrial Districts, fence and wall heights may not exceed eight feet unless along a residential boundary, where the limit is six feet. There are additional specifications for specific site locations.

Signs are permitted if they pertain exclusively to the premises on which the sign is located; however, they must meet certain standards. Signs that move, flash, or have lights of any kind are prohibited.

The Town’s code requires off-street parking for any new or enlarged building/structure. This also applies to any change in use of land or building. The number of spaces varies depending on use and intensity of such use. The code provides design specifications of the parking spaces.

Issues, Threats and Goals

· Many of the commercial and some industrial establishments are located in residential zones and are “grandfathered” or have use variances, and may not expand unless additional use variances are received.

Some of the commercial and industrial establishments are in concentrated areas such as the intersection of NY Routes 66 and 351. The Town should examine whether the area along NY Route 66 from Weatherwax Road to Vosburgh Road should be rezoned to Commercial to allow some of the existing businesses by right. These businesses include Iron Braid, LC Valente Lumber Mill, as well as apartment buildings across the street.

Businesses that do not affect neighboring residences could be zoned under a “floating” commercial zone which would have strong performance requirements and may only be allowed in certain zoning areas. The floating zone could have sunset provisions if a business closes or is inactive for a period of time.

· The review and expansion of the zoning uses may assist the Town in allowing uses that were not common or in existence during the 1980s when the zoning regulations were written.

Several commercial uses are lumped into “Retail business or service, not otherwise mentioned herein" that may not have been expected in Poestenkill, such as Bed and Breakfast/Inn and Agri-Tourism. Additionally, Commercial Recreation Facility may need to be split from Commercial Amusements as such uses including ski venues, beaches and water recreation, indoor soccer arenas and the like require more land and are often not found in the central business district. These can be allowed by special permit in the rural districts where such uses may be compatible.

11. Action Plan

The action plan component of this Comprehensive Plan is intended to provide the Town of Poestenkill leaders and other stakeholders, both current and future, with guidance regarding the kind of place residents would like the town of Poestenkill to be in the future, a set of goals for achieving that future vision and objectives that will facilitate the accomplishment of each goal.

The purpose of a vision statement is to provide direction regarding the community’s growth and development, serving as a foundation underlying the development of goals and strategies for implementation. Reflecting the common values of local residents it expresses the “ideal” future that the community hopes to attain. Residents and leaders of the Town of Poestenkill have established the following vision statement for Poestenkill:

The Town of Poestenkill is a vital and prosperous community that is rural by choice. Future progress requires that the Town wisely protect and preserve its rich rural heritage and assets: traditional small town character, open space and scenic beauty, natural resources, diverse citizenry and strong community schools.

In the decades ahead, the Town will enjoy a stable and varied local economy and remain a desirable place to live, raise a family, work and retire. Poestenkill’s lively hamlet - the center of community life - will be sustained, offering a growing mix of small locally-owned businesses, stores, professional services and community facilities. The Town will encourage residents to buy homes, improve their housing, and create suitable housing for seniors. The Town will endeavor to provide the infrastructure necessary to protect water quality and support existing commercial enterprises.

The Town of Poestenkill endeavors to accommodate carefully planned new residential development, commercial enterprises and public infrastructure which fit harmoniously into the town fabric, are compatible with established neighborhoods, and are designed in a manner that conserves its important natural resources, waterways and aquifer, agricultural lands and family farms.

To fulfill this vision and maintain the town of Poestenkill as a good place to live, work and visit today and in the future, goals and objectives were originally developed by the Comprehensive Plan Committee based on the above vision statement, inventory and analysis of the existing conditions in the town of Poestenkill and on input from the community gathered from the Community Survey and at the Public Workshop. Further additions of goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan, along with some deletions (due to completion in some cases) were agreed upon by the Town Board. It should be noted that with regard to the issue of aggregate deposits and mined areas discussed in Section E of the Existing Conditions Report, there are no new actions recommended.

Goal 1: The Town will endeavor to foster Poestenkill's sense of community and mutual responsibility, focused on the hamlet as the center of community life, by preserving public safety, promoting recreational opportunities and encouraging access to needed professional services.

Goal 2: The Town will endeavor to conserve its natural wonders including unmarred vistas and waterways consistent with our desire to maintain a rural character.

Goal 3: The Town will endeavor to foster its awareness of pride in and conservation of its history embodied in its written records, homes and structures of historical significance.

Goal 4: The Town will endeavor to work to maintain, and ensure for the future, a clean water supply and promote the disposal of wastes in a manner that protects Town Water Resources, the aquifer and resident health and property values.

Goal 5: The Town will endeavor to encourage development of housing options, with emphasis on home ownership, for its residents at all life stages, which will complement the rural character of the town and not place an undue burden on the environment.

Goal 6: The Town will endeavor to encourage the development of new, and the expansion of current business enterprise that is compatible with the existing character of the town of Poestenkill.

Goal 7: The Town will endeavor to balance the rights of individuals with the needs and welfare of the community.

These goals guided the action planning process and allowed for the development of the initiatives and projects outlined in this action plan.

11.1 Plan Implementation

Plan implementation should begin when the Town Board formally adopts this document. The adoption of the Comprehensive Plan means that the Town Board, acting for the citizens of Poestenkill accept this plan, as the guide to future development in Poestenkill. Municipal leaders and other stakeholders should use the plan to assist in making decisions and setting priorities, including those established by the annual Town budget.

As required under state law, any new land use regulations or amendments in the Town must be in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan. Therefore, an important role of the Town Planning Board will be to review this document to make sure that the goals and ideas of the plan are integrated into land use and development decisions. State law also stipulates that all plans for capital projects of another governmental agency on land included in the plan take the plan into consideration. This provision is designed to prevent government actions from disregarding the recommendations of a comprehensive plan.

Involvement of local residents and the local community is vital in helping the Town to successfully achieve the goals outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. Although some actions will be appropriate for implementation by the Town Board and/or municipal department staff, others will call for participation by civic organizations, public/private partnerships, citizen committees, and other entities.

11.2 Periodic Review

The Town Board will arrange for periodic review of the Comprehensive Plan at least every five years. The review will assess the need for amending or updating the plan to address emerging issues as appropriate. For instance, it will be important to update the plan with the new demographic data from the next decennial Census. Any emerging issues uncovered during the Comprehensive Plan review should be addressed in an amended Action Plan for the Comprehensive Plan.

A committee responsible for conducting the five-year reviews of the Comprehensive Plan should be formed. This committee would review the Comprehensive Plan for land use and zoning needs and updates, new issues and completed or irrelevant issues that no longer need to be in the Comprehensive Plan. Data in the Plan should be reviewed and updated, where possible, to review trends. This committee would be appointed by the Town Board.

11.3 Goals and Objectives

Goal 1: The Town will endeavor to foster Poestenkill's sense of community and mutual responsibility, focused on the hamlet as the center of community life, by preserving public safety, promoting recreational opportunities and encouraging access to needed professional services.

Objectives

1-1: The Town will endeavor to improve public safety by enhancing police protection from existing agencies and encouraging and supporting responsive, expert volunteer EMS and fire-fighting services.

The provision of public safety services is very important to the quality of life of any community. As the Town of Poestenkill does not directly provide police protection it will work toward enhancing police protection by working with the Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Department and the New York State Police in East Greenbush. The Town will continue to regularly evaluate its volunteer emergency medical services and fire-fighting services to ensure that their facilities and equipment are adequate.

1-2: The Town will endeavor to emphasize and enhance the concept of the hamlet as the hub of community life.

The hamlet in the town of Poestenkill has traditionally been the center of the community as it is both the original center of town and continues to be the location of such community facilities as the Town Hall, Post Office and Library, as well as the location of several churches and commercial businesses. As the town continues to be developed and to increase in population, the hamlet should be enhanced to reinforce its concept as the central hub of community life. This may be accomplished by:

· Supporting the Town Library

· Establishing a community center as close to the hamlet as may be feasible

· Supporting the establishment of a small landscaped community greenspace or “pocket park” in the center of the hamlet for passive activities

· Providing public water and/or sewer in the hamlet area to allow healthy expansion and business uses

· Providing safe walking routes such as sidewalks in the hamlet area

· Encouraging service businesses in the hamlet area

· Supporting a farmer’s market

The Town will endeavor to pursue the acquisition of land in the hamlet and adjacent to the hamlet as it becomes available for the construction of a community center and community park. The Town will pursue funding possibilities for site acquisition and construction through the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and the NYS Environmental Protection Fund, or other such funding sources for site acquisition and construction.

1-3: The Town will endeavor to promote existing and expanded recreational opportunities.

The town of Poestenkill has a variety of recreational opportunities including trails, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and biking on the nature preserves located in and around the town and the two state parks within 17 miles of the town. While there is no community park within the town, children have access to playgrounds and sports fields at the Poestenkill elementary school and Algonquin Middle School. To build on the existing opportunities for recreational facilities and programs the Town will endeavor to:

· Encourage the creation and expansion of hiking and bicycling trails and fishing opportunities that are consistent with individual private property rights

· Support the availability of playgrounds for children

· Continue support for programs and services for youth, including the summer day camp and athletics

· Establish a Town Park beside the Poesten Kill

· Encourage the purchase of fishing rights access to the Poesten Kill and other fishing streams by DEC

· Work with owner of existing facilities to mitigate traffic or other neighborhood problems caused by the facility

Public access to hiking and fishing can be accomplished through the use of signage to trails and public parking at major intersections and on roadsides near trailheads. Creating pamphlets highlighting the recreational opportunities and other attractions available in Poestenkill and providing the pamphlets at the Town Hall, library, schools, convenience stores in surrounding towns, will promote Poestenkill’s recreational and tourism opportunities.

The Town will endeavor to pursue funding for the creation of a Town Park that would be large enough to include such facilities as a playground for children, picnicking facilities, walking paths and other recreational facilities as appropriate. Funding for trails and playgrounds may be available through the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and the NYS Environmental Protection Fund. Other recreational opportunities may be provided through not-for-profits and for-profit groups and businesses.

1-4: The Town will endeavor to cultivate and promote a sense of community and mutual responsibility.

The Town will endeavor to cultivate and promote a sense of community and mutual responsibility by sponsoring town-wide social events, creating a repository for town artifacts and archaeologic items, supporting a farmers market and/or adopting a volunteer service approach to specific projects to be undertaken consistent with this plan.

Mutual responsibility also requires that the members of the community respect their communities by using best management practices for mining, forestry and agricultural operations as well as the Rensselaer County Airport. Residents and visitors should also practice respect for the larger animals that are starting to make a come back into the town, such as bears, moose, deer and mountain lions.

1-5: The Town will endeavor to promote better public transportation and/or access to medical and other professional services for town residents.

The town’s location in a rural setting can hinder those residents who are unable to drive to access health and other professional services because the services are not available within a short distance and there is no public transit service. As the population of Poestenkill continues to age, accessibility of services becomes more important. The Town will therefore encourage increased availability of medical and other service providers in the community. Furthermore, the Town will support a volunteer ride program for disabled and elderly residents to health and other professional services. Provision of a Park and Ride lot in the western side of the town will provide easier access to existing public transportation services.

1-6: The Town should actively work together with NYS DOT, Rensselaer County Highway and Sheriff Departments and the New York State Police in correcting dangerous conditions on some highway areas.

Although traffic volume is relatively low in Poestenkill, some intersections have non-standard angles, grades or other problems to block views and make safe crossings or turnings difficult. Other traffic problems such as excessive speed are common on state and county routes. The speed limit on Weatherwax Road, a local roadway, is actually set higher than NYS Route 355, which it ends on. This higher speed limit has created hazards both on Weatherwax Road and NYS Route 355. If traffic was slowed along thoroughfares to speed limits, many of the hazards would be reduced.

Some corrective work has been completed along NYS Route 355 to prevent flooding which was becoming an annual event west of the hamlet. Drainage issues along some roadways still create flooding hazards to residents and drivers in some low-lying areas.

Goal 2: The Town will endeavor to conserve our natural wonders including unmarred vistas and waterways consistent with our desire to maintain a rural character.

Objectives

2-1: The Town, through the Conservation Advisory Committee, will evaluate development patterns in the town of Poestenkill every five years to determine if a land conservation plan is necessary to maintain the natural beauty and rural character of the town.

The rural character and natural beauty of the town of Poestenkill have not, to date, been significantly compromised by development. Natural topography (soils, steep slopes etc.) is a barrier to development in many areas of the town because it is difficult to build on. However, unforeseen development demands and patterns might one day threaten the existing rural integrity of the town. Therefore, the Town’s Conservation Advisory Committee will monitor the development patterns and upon determining that it is necessary to maintain open space as a means of preserving the rural quality of life and natural resources, will develop a land conservation plan for the Town which will be incorporated into the subsequent update of the Comprehensive Plan.

The Conservation Advisory Committee can work with the Planning Board to encourage the preservation of the natural beauty and rural character of the town by examining whether parcels proposed for subdivision would be enhanced by conservation or cluster development, which could provide setbacks from ridgelines and buffers around wetlands and streams. The Conservation Advisory Committee could also review proposed expansion plans for water, sewer and other infrastructure as to it’s encouragement of development in sensitive lands.

2-2: The Town will endeavor to identify and seek to protect critical environmental areas that are presently impacted or at significant risk of negative environmental impacts.

The town has several areas that might be considered critical environmental areas including the Poestenkill Aquifer, the Poesten Kill and the wetlands. A critical environmental area is an area with one or more of the following environmental characteristics: steep slopes (to be defined by Town); flood plain; soils classified as having high water tables (to be defined by Town); soils classified as highly erodible, subject to erosion, or highly acidic; land incapable of meeting percolation requirements; land formerly or currently used for landfill operations or hazardous industrial use; stream corridors; mature stands of native vegetation; aquifer recharge and discharge areas; wetlands and wetland transition areas; and habitats of endangered species.

The Poestenkill Aquifer is partially located in the town and is considered vulnerable to contamination from development above, commercial and agricultural run-off, the leaching from landfills and other threats. West of Poestenkill, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation has approved a request to mine below the groundwater level, allowing the removal of groundwater and possibly dropping water levels in surrounding properties’ wells.

Furthermore, the town has 25 wetlands and 2 wetland communities that are uncommon to New York State and are listed in the New York Natural Heritage Program. Wetlands serve many important ecological and environmental functions and help to protect public health, safety and welfare by providing flood storage and conveyance, erosion control, sediment control, fish and wildlife habitat, recreation, water quality protection, water supply, education and scientific research. Wetlands should be preserved and protected to prevent their loss or degradation. Federally protected wetlands are not mapped and require mapping by developers or property owners before projects are approved. The Planning Board should require that all federally protected wetlands are mapped before applications for subdivision or site plan review are submitted.

Using such resources as the freshwater wetland map prepared by the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, studies and the maps included in the Comprehensive Plan, the Town of Poestenkill will endeavor to identify its environmentally sensitive areas and determine the risk of negative environmental impacts. The Town will use the SEQR process and site plan review process to protect these critical areas.

2-3: In conjunction with SEQR, the Town will continue to look at the cumulative effects of development on water, sewage disposal, soil and scenic qualities in Poestenkill and in neighboring towns.

As the Town Planning Board considers new development, the Board will take into consideration the effect that such development will have on water resources, the environment and the rural character of the town of Poestenkill and the surrounding communities. 

Furthermore, through the process of updating the Town of Poestenkill’s Comprehensive Plan every five years, the Town will revisit the issue of development and the impact that it is having on the environment, water resources, and the rural character of the town to ensure that the Town continues to develop in a manner that is consistent with the intent of the Vision Statement of this Comprehensive Plan.

Tools available to the Planning Board in providing information for SEQR include the Rensselaer County Soil Survey and wetland maps. Tools available to mitigate negative effects include using conservation or cluster development to protect ridgelines, scenic areas, important farm parcels, wetlands and flooding areas.

Town of Poestenkill Action Plan Matrix (INSERT NEW TABLE HERE)

Short- Short term actions to be implemented within one year of Comprehensive Plan adoption

Medium – Medium term actions to be implemented within two to five years of Comprehensive Plan adoption

Long – Long term actions to be implemented with ten years of Comprehensive Plan implementation

in five toOngoing – Actions that may continue throughout the life of the Comprehensive Plan

Recommended Action

Time Frame

Potential Partners/Stakeholders6

Potential

Resources

Goal 1: The Town will endeavor to foster Poestenkill’s sense of community and mutual responsibility, focused on the hamlet as the center of community life, by preserving public safety, promoting recreational opportunities and encouraging access to needed professional services.

1-1: Improve public safety to enhancing police protection from existing agencies and encouraging and supporting responsive, expert volunteer EMS and fire fighting services.

Medium

Poestenkill Volunteer Fire Department and Ambulatory Services, Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Dept., NYS Police

Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Dept., NYS Police

1-2: Emphasize and enhance the concept of the hamlet as the hub of community life.

Long

Poestenkill Public Library, NYS Office of Parks (OPRHP), Recreation and Historic Preservation, Community Groups

Environmental Protection Fund – OPRHP, Local Groups

1-3: Promote existing and expanded recreational opportunities.

Ongoing

Averill Park Central School District, private youth athletic leagues, Rensselaer Taconic Land Conservancy, OPRHR

OPRHP, Rensselaer Taconic Land Conservancy

1-4: Cultivate and promote a sense of community and mutual responsibility

Short/ Ongoing

Poestenkill agricultural community, school districts, community groups

N/A

1-5: Promote better public transportation and/or access to medical and other professional services.

Medium

Rensselaer County Office of the Aging, Capital District Transportation Authority

Rensselaer County Office of the Aging, Capital District Transportation Authority

1-6: Work together with NYS DOT, Rensselaer County Highway and Sheriff Depts., and the NY State Police in correcting dangerous conditions on some highway areas.

Short/ Ongoing

NYS DOT, NY State Police, Rensselaer County Highway Dept, Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Dept.

NYS DOT, NY State Police, Rensselaer County Highway Dept, Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Dept.

Action Plan 111 6 In this document it is assumed that the Poestenkill Town Board will assume a leadership role in implementing the Action Plan and that it will act on behalf of the citizens of Poestenkill - the primary partner and stakeholder. The “Partners and Stakeholders” category in the matrix refers to public and private organizations that may be able to provide guidance and other resources that will assist the Town in meeting the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan’s Action Plan.
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Goal 2: The Town will endeavor to conserve our natural wonders including unmarred vistas and waterways consistent with our desire to maintain a rural character.

2-1 Evaluate development patterns in the town every five years to determine if a land conservation plan is necessary to maintain the natural beauty and rural character of the town.

Ongoing

Planning Board

N/A

2-2: Identify and seek to protect environmentally sensitive areas that are presently impacted or at imminent risk of negative environmental impacts.

Short

Planning Board, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), Conservation Advisory Committee, Previous members of Poestenkill Aquifer Protection Committee

DEC

2-3: Continue, in conjunction with SEQR, to look at the cumulative effects of development on water, sewage disposal, soil, and scenic qualities in Poestenkill and in neighboring towns.

Ongoing

Planning Board

N/A

2-4: Protect archaeological resources by using the required SEQR process.

Ongoing

NYS Museum

NYS Museum

2-5: Maintain a Conservation Advisory Committee and seek the involvement of this body in the designation of future Critical Environmental Areas.

Ongoing

Planning Board

N/A

2-6: Work together with neighboring municipalities, Rensselaer County, State and Federal agencies to protect and maintain ground and surface waters.

Ongoing

NYS DEC, NRCS, FEMA, NYS DOT, Rensselaer County, towns of Brunswick, North Greenbush, Sand Lake, Rensselaer County Soil & Water Conservation District, Rensselaer County Water Quality Committee, CDRPC,

NYS DEC, NRCS, FEMA, NYS DOT, Rensselaer County, Rensselaer County Soil & Water Conservation District, Rensselaer County Water Quality Committee, CDRPC,

Goal 3: The Town will foster awareness of pride in and conservation of its history embodied in its written records, artifacts, homes, and structures of historical significance.

3-1: Create a local historical registry including houses, buildings, and structures.

Medium

Town of Poestenkill Historian, Poestenkill Historical Society, OPRHP

OPRHR

Goal 4: The Town will endeavor to work to maintain, and ensure for the future, a clean water supply, and promote the disposal of wastes in a manner that protects Town water resources, the aquifer, and resident health and property values.

4-1: Regulate the type and density of land development on areas requiring special protection as necessary to protect drinking water and aquifer.

Ongoing

Planning Board, Conservation Advisory Council, previous members of the Poestenkill Aquifer Protection Committee

N/A
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4-2: Reinstate the Water and Sewer Task Force to examine new projects to create new water and sewer systems as such projects arise, and will support the Task Force in that role.

Short

Poestenkill Water and Sewer Task Force, residents, Rensselaer County Water and Sewer Authority (RCWSA), NYS Department of Health (DOH), NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation, DEC

RCWSA, DOH, NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation, DEC, Bond Act Funding

4-3: Monitor and record information about the water table periodically

Ongoing

Poestenkill Water and Sewer Task Force, residents, well drillers, real estate developers

N/A

4-4: Evaluate revisiting Town efforts to draft appropriate ground water and aquifer protection regulations.

Short

Poestenkill Water and Sewer Task Force, Conservation Advisory Council, previous members of Poestenkill Aquifer Protection, DEC

DEC, Bond Act funding

4-5: Offer information to town citizens about pollution prevention and environmental issues

Ongoing

Poestenkill Water and Sewer Task Force, Conservation Advisory Council, previous members of Poestekill Aquifer Protection Committee, Rensselaer County Water Quality Committee, DEC

DEC

Goal 5: The Town will encourage development of housing options, with emphasis on home ownership, for its residents at all life stages, which will complement the rural character of the town and not place an undue burden on the environment.

5-1: Encourage the development of housing units suitable for senior citizens in the Residential (R) zone.

Long

Housing development not-for-profit organizations, NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR)

Housing development not-for-profit organizations, DHCR

5-2: Allow, by special permit, residents to add accessory dwelling units to their houses where sanitary facilities allow, to facilitate the ability of residents to care for persons in need (i.e. elderly, disabled) and maintain separate living quarters.

Short

Planning Board

N/A
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5-3: Continue to seek funding for housing rehabilitation programs through grants, but may want to develop another program such as a property tax abatement program to encourage upgrade and maintenance of older homes.

Medium

Housing development not-for-profit organizations, DHCR, Governor’s Office for Small Cities (GOSC)

Housing development not-for-profit organizations, DHCR, GOSC

Goal 6: The Town will encourage the development of new and expansion of current business enterprise that is compatible with the existing character of the town of Poestenkill.

6-1: Expand existing Commercial/Industrial (CLI) zone.

Short

Planning Board, industrial businesses located in the CLI zones, residential property owners adjacent to the CLI zone.

N/A

6-2: Provide a mechanism to support the retention and expansion of nonconforming use businesses within the town with limitations that ensure compatibility with the surrounding neighborhoods.

Short

Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, nonconforming businesses, residents living adjacent to nonconforming businesses

N/A

6-3: Allow for professional offices to be established in all residential zones, where appropriate by virtue of the existing special permitting process, in order to provide services for residents.

Short

Planning Board, business community

N/A

6-4: Encourage small retain commercial development in and in proximity to the hamlet in order to strengthen the hamlet as a commercial, retail, entertainment/tourism center without sacrificing its rural small town character.

Long

Planning Board, business community in the hamlet, residential property owners in the hamlet and adjacent properties

N/A

6-5: Support development of programs that encourage sustainable owner operator farming in the town.

Ongoing

Agricultural community, Planning Board, 4-H leaders, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Rensselaer County Agricultural Economic Developer

4-H, Cornell Cooperative Extension, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

6-6: Encourage home occupations including crafts, woodworking and other cottage industries.

Short

6-7: Provide water and sewer infrastructure to areas intended for commercial and industrial uses where cost efficient, and to areas of contaminated groundwater. Encourage private infrastructure to areas of commercial and industrial uses, school and the hamlet area.

Ongoing

NYSDEC, NYS Dept. of Health, National Grid, Verizon, Time Warner, NY Environmental Facilities Corporation, RCWSA

NYSDEC, NYS Dept. of Health, National Grid, Verizon, Time Warner, NY Environmental Facilities Corporation, RCWSA

Goal 7: The Town will endeavor to balance the rights of individuals with the needs and welfare of the community.

7-1: Balance the rights of the individuals with the needs and welfare of the community.

Ongoing

Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals
Short- Short term actions to be implemented within one year of Comprehensive Plan adoption

Medium – Medium term actions to be implemented within two to five years of Comprehensive Plan adoption

Long – Long term actions to be implemented with ten years of Comprehensive Plan implementation

in five toOngoing – Actions that may continue throughout the life of the Comprehensive Plan

Recommended Action

Time Frame

Potential Partners/Stakeholders6

Potential

Resources

Goal 1: The Town will endeavor to foster Poestenkill’s sense of community and mutual responsibility, focused on the hamlet as the center of community life, by preserving public safety, promoting recreational opportunities and encouraging access to needed professional services.

1-1: Improve public safety to enhancing police protection from existing agencies and encouraging and supporting responsive, expert volunteer EMS and fire fighting services.

Medium

Poestenkill Volunteer Fire Department and Ambulatory Services, Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Dept., NYS Police

Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Dept., NYS Police

1-2: Emphasize and enhance the concept of the hamlet as the hub of community life.

Long

Poestenkill Public Library, NYS Office of Parks (OPRHP), Recreation and Historic Preservation, Community Groups

Environmental Protection Fund – OPRHP, Local Groups

1-3: Promote existing and expanded recreational opportunities.

Ongoing

Averill Park Central School District, private youth athletic leagues, Rensselaer Taconic Land Conservancy, OPRHR

OPRHP, Rensselaer Taconic Land Conservancy

1-4: Cultivate and promote a sense of community and mutual responsibility

Short/ Ongoing

Poestenkill agricultural community, school districts, community groups

N/A

1-5: Promote better public transportation and/or access to medical and other professional services.

Medium

Rensselaer County Office of the Aging, Capital District Transportation Authority

Rensselaer County Office of the Aging, Capital District Transportation Authority

1-6: Work together with NYS DOT, Rensselaer County Highway and Sheriff Depts., and the NY State Police in correcting dangerous conditions on some highway areas.

Short/ Ongoing

NYS DOT, NY State Police, Rensselaer County Highway Dept, Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Dept.

NYS DOT, NY State Police, Rensselaer County Highway Dept, Rensselaer County Sheriff’s Dept.

Action Plan 111 6 In this document it is assumed that the Poestenkill Town Board will assume a leadership role in implementing the Action Plan and that it will act on behalf of the citizens of Poestenkill - the primary partner and stakeholder. The “Partners and Stakeholders” category in the matrix refers to public and private organizations that may be able to provide guidance and other resources that will assist the Town in meeting the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan’s Action Plan.
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Goal 2: The Town will endeavor to conserve our natural wonders including unmarred vistas and waterways consistent with our desire to maintain a rural character.

2-1 Evaluate development patterns in the town every five years to determine if a land conservation plan is necessary to maintain the natural beauty and rural character of the town.

Ongoing

Planning Board

N/A

2-2: Identify and seek to protect environmentally sensitive areas that are presently impacted or at imminent risk of negative environmental impacts.

Short

Planning Board, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), Conservation Advisory Committee, Previous members of Poestenkill Aquifer Protection Committee

DEC

2-3: Continue, in conjunction with SEQR, to look at the cumulative effects of development on water, sewage disposal, soil, and scenic qualities in Poestenkill and in neighboring towns.

Ongoing

Planning Board

N/A

2-4: Protect archaeological resources by using the required SEQR process.

Ongoing

NYS Museum

NYS Museum

2-5: Maintain a Conservation Advisory Committee and seek the involvement of this body in the designation of future Critical Environmental Areas.

Ongoing

Planning Board

N/A

2-6: Work together with neighboring municipalities, Rensselaer County, State and Federal agencies to protect and maintain ground and surface waters.

Ongoing

NYS DEC, NRCS, FEMA, NYS DOT, Rensselaer County, towns of Brunswick, North Greenbush, Sand Lake, Rensselaer County Soil & Water Conservation District, Rensselaer County Water Quality Committee, CDRPC,

NYS DEC, NRCS, FEMA, NYS DOT, Rensselaer County, Rensselaer County Soil & Water Conservation District, Rensselaer County Water Quality Committee, CDRPC,

Goal 3: The Town will foster awareness of pride in and conservation of its history embodied in its written records, artifacts, homes, and structures of historical significance.

3-1: Create a local historical registry including houses, buildings, and structures.

Medium

Town of Poestenkill Historian, Poestenkill Historical Society, OPRHP

OPRHR

Goal 4: The Town will endeavor to work to maintain, and ensure for the future, a clean water supply, and promote the disposal of wastes in a manner that protects Town water resources, the aquifer, and resident health and property values.

4-1: Regulate the type and density of land development on areas requiring special protection as necessary to protect drinking water and aquifer.

Ongoing

Planning Board, Conservation Advisory Council, previous members of the Poestenkill Aquifer Protection Committee

N/A
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4-2: Reinstate the Water and Sewer Task Force to examine new projects to create new water and sewer systems as such projects arise, and will support the Task Force in that role.

Short

Poestenkill Water and Sewer Task Force, residents, Rensselaer County Water and Sewer Authority (RCWSA), NYS Department of Health (DOH), NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation, DEC

RCWSA, DOH, NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation, DEC, Bond Act Funding

4-3: Monitor and record information about the water table periodically

Ongoing

Poestenkill Water and Sewer Task Force, residents, well drillers, real estate developers

N/A

4-4: Evaluate revisiting Town efforts to draft appropriate ground water and aquifer protection regulations.

Short

Poestenkill Water and Sewer Task Force, Conservation Advisory Council, previous members of Poestenkill Aquifer Protection, DEC

DEC, Bond Act funding

4-5: Offer information to town citizens about pollution prevention and environmental issues

Ongoing

Poestenkill Water and Sewer Task Force, Conservation Advisory Council, previous members of Poestekill Aquifer Protection Committee, Rensselaer County Water Quality Committee, DEC

DEC

Goal 5: The Town will encourage development of housing options, with emphasis on home ownership, for its residents at all life stages, which will complement the rural character of the town and not place an undue burden on the environment.

5-1: Encourage the development of housing units suitable for senior citizens in the Residential (R) zone.

Long

Housing development not-for-profit organizations, NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR)

Housing development not-for-profit organizations, DHCR

5-2: Allow, by special permit, residents to add accessory dwelling units to their houses where sanitary facilities allow, to facilitate the ability of residents to care for persons in need (i.e. elderly, disabled) and maintain separate living quarters.

Short

Planning Board

N/A
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5-3: Continue to seek funding for housing rehabilitation programs through grants, but may want to develop another program such as a property tax abatement program to encourage upgrade and maintenance of older homes.

Medium

Housing development not-for-profit organizations, DHCR, Governor’s Office for Small Cities (GOSC)

Housing development not-for-profit organizations, DHCR, GOSC

Goal 6: The Town will encourage the development of new and expansion of current business enterprise that is compatible with the existing character of the town of Poestenkill.

6-1: Expand existing Commercial/Industrial (CLI) zone.

Short

Planning Board, industrial businesses located in the CLI zones, residential property owners adjacent to the CLI zone.

N/A

6-2: Provide a mechanism to support the retention and expansion of nonconforming use businesses within the town with limitations that ensure compatibility with the surrounding neighborhoods.

Short

Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, nonconforming businesses, residents living adjacent to nonconforming businesses

N/A

6-3: Allow for professional offices to be established in all residential zones, where appropriate by virtue of the existing special permitting process, in order to provide services for residents.

Short

Planning Board, business community

N/A

6-4: Encourage small retain commercial development in and in proximity to the hamlet in order to strengthen the hamlet as a commercial, retail, entertainment/tourism center without sacrificing its rural small town character.

Long

Planning Board, business community in the hamlet, residential property owners in the hamlet and adjacent properties

N/A

6-5: Support development of programs that encourage sustainable owner operator farming in the town.

Ongoing

Agricultural community, Planning Board, 4-H leaders, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Rensselaer County Agricultural Economic Developer

4-H, Cornell Cooperative Extension, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets

6-6: Encourage home occupations including crafts, woodworking and other cottage industries.

Short

6-7: Provide water and sewer infrastructure to areas intended for commercial and industrial uses where cost efficient, and to areas of contaminated groundwater. Encourage private infrastructure to areas of commercial and industrial uses, school and the hamlet area.

Ongoing

NYSDEC, NYS Dept. of Health, National Grid, Verizon, Time Warner, NY Environmental Facilities Corporation, RCWSA

NYSDEC, NYS Dept. of Health, National Grid, Verizon, Time Warner, NY Environmental Facilities Corporation, RCWSA

Goal 7: The Town will endeavor to balance the rights of individuals with the needs and welfare of the community.

7-1: Balance the rights of the individuals with the needs and welfare of the community.

Ongoing

Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals
2-4: The Town will endeavor to protect archaeological resources by using the required SEQR process.

According to the New York State Museum’s Prehistoric Archaeological Site file, the town of Poestenkill has several areas of prehistoric archaeological resources in the northwestern part of the town and in the vicinity of East Poestenkill. Other areas, predominantly in the western portion of the town, have been identified as having a high or medium probability of prehistoric archaeological resources, however, additional research is needed to determine what precise resources exist.

Archaeological resources, due to their finite nature, are valuable links to our past and should be considered whenever a development is proposed. As these resources are not only important to the history of the town, but also to the State and Region, the Town will thoroughly consider archaeological resources when applying the SEQR process to any proposed development.

2-5: The Town will maintain a Conservation Advisory Committee and seek the involvement of this body in the designation of future Critical Environmental Areas.

As discussed in Objective 2-2, Poestenkill has many critical environmental areas that must be protected. This Conservation Advisory Committee will work with the Town to identify and protect these sensitive areas.

2-6: The Town should work together with neighboring municipalities, Rensselaer County, State and Federal agencies to protect and maintain its ground and surface waters.

Water does not honor municipal boundaries. Much of the groundwater and surface waters originate as snow and rain up on the Rensselaer Plateau, not necessarily in the town of Poestenkill. These waters flow out from the town boundaries toward the Hudson River and ultimately Atlantic Ocean. As the waters flow through many communities, so must the efforts to protect the waters be coordinated between these communities. Federal and state laws also affect what the Town can do.

The federal government has two required programs that Poestenkill must follow to protect the community and prevent lawsuits – the National Flood Insurance Program and the Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer System (MS4) Program. The first program requires the Town to regulate development in flood boundaries to prevent flood damage and allow residents to purchase flood insurance. The second program requires the Town to regulated development in its urbanized area to prevent flooding, erosion and pollution. The federal government also has programs to mitigate flooding hazards, some of which the Town has already taken advantage.

New York State, in many cases, operates the programs that the federal government creates for the federal government. Some of the actions that are taken by New York State agencies can also affect the water quality in Poestenkill. Actions such as allowing the mining of sand and gravel located in the Poestenkill Aquifer, although outside the Town’s borders, may drop groundwater levels in the western portion of the town. NYS DOT along with the County Highway deicers have raised the salinity of the groundwater at the intersection of Spring Avenue Extension and NYS 355, due to running their salting equipment when clearing the slip ramps. The Town encourages the State to work with County Highway to protect its waters.

Along with the salting issue, Rensselaer County has taken the initiative of coordinating the MS4 program in the county. Not all communities in the county fall under the MS4 program presently, but the surrounding towns of Brunswick, Sand Lake and North Greenbush are required to participate in the program. Rensselaer County Soil and Water Conservation District has also assisted in trying to maintain surface waters, especially for the maintenance of fisheries.

Goal 3: The Town will foster awareness of pride in and conservation of its history embodied in its written records, homes and structures of historical significance.

Objectives

3-1: The Town will endeavor to create a local historical registry including houses, buildings and structures.

The town of Poestenkill has a rich, self-sufficient rural history. Substantial time and energy has been expended to document the history. Many structures and features of historical importance within the town have been documented in various publications. Despite Poestenkill’s rich history and documentation of that history, currently there are no properties in the town listed on either the National or State Registers of Historic places.

The Town Historian will work with the Town to create a local Historical Registry of houses, buildings and structures that are considered historic. The historian will work with the town to define what is considered historic and then work with the community to identify buildings that fit the definition. This Registry will provide the community with a record that may be used as a historical resource for the town, as part of a heritage tourism activity or solely for local recognition. The registry will be reviewed by the Town Board and formally adopted so that such buildings may be formally recognized.

Goal 4: The Town will endeavor to work to maintain, and ensure for the future, a clean water supply and promote the disposal of wastes in a manner that protects town water resources, the aquifer and resident health and property values.

Objectives

4-1: The Town will endeavor to regulate the type and density of land development on areas requiring special protection as necessary to protect drinking water and aquifer.

As discussed in Objective 2-3, the Poestenkill Aquifer is partially located in the town of Poestenkill as well as in the towns of Brunswick, North Greenbush and Sand Lake. This underground aquifer is considered vulnerable to contamination from development above, commercial and agricultural run-off, leachate from landfills and other threats. The Town will therefore take into consideration the existence of the aquifer and the impact that any proposed development above or near the aquifer will have on the aquifer by requiring an environmental assessment by using the SEQR process for any development above the aquifer.

4-2: The Town will reactivate the Water Task Force to examine new projects to create new water systems as such projects arise, and will support the Task Force in that role.

The Poestenkill Water Task Force has been reactivated and is reviewing the public water project.

4-3: The Town will endeavor to monitor and record information about the water table periodically.

The Town will monitor and record information regarding the water table by collecting data from residents, developers and well drillers as water services are installed to ensure that development densities do not have a negative effect on the water table.

4-4: The Town will endeavor to revisit its efforts to draft appropriate ground water and aquifer protection regulations.

In 1994 the Town Aquifer Protection Committee drafted a groundwater protection ordinance for the Town of Poestenkill. The purpose of the ordinance was to preserve and maintain the quality of groundwater in the town. The Town never adopted this ordinance as concerns were raised about it. The proposed ordinance and the concerns raised should be revisited in an effort to draft appropriate ground water and aquifer protection regulations.

4-5: The Town will endeavor to offer information to town citizens about pollution prevention and environmental issues.

The Town will work with the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and others to access available brochures and training resources regarding pollution prevention and other environmental issues. These resources will be circulated by the Town to the citizens of Poestenkill.

Goal 5: The Town will endeavor to encourage development of housing options, with emphasis on home ownership, for its residents at all life stages, which will complement the rural character of the town and not place an undue burden on the environment.

Objectives:

5-1: The Town should encourage the development of housing units suitable for senior citizens.

The increasing age of Poestenkill’s population coupled with the limited housing options for more elderly residents who no longer wish to own or maintain a single family home, suggest that the town may have a senior housing shortage now or in the near future. The median age rose significantly from 1990 to 2000 and the number of residents 65 years of age or older nearly doubled. Poestenkill’s housing options do not include condominiums or townhouses and rental units constitute less than 20% of the housing stock. As a result, there are limited lower-cost alternatives for seniors.

The prospect of public funding for senior housing has been investigated in the past from federal and state resources. The funding prospects that might meet with the greatest success might be a partnership with a not-for-profit such as a rural preservation organization.

To facilitate private senior housing development the Town will consider changing the Town code to allow multi-unit housing development (apartments) specifically for senior citizens (i.e. handicapped accessible, ground floor, etc.) in the R zones if it is compatible with the residential character of those zones.

5-2: The Town will endeavor to, by special permit, allow residents to add accessory dwelling units to their houses where sanitary facilities allow, to facilitate the ability of residents to care for persons in need (i.e. elderly, disabled) and maintain separate living quarters.

As discussed in Objective 5-1, the Town of Poestenkill should provide lower-cost housing options for its elderly population. An additional housing option would be available for some residents if the town were to permit attached accessory dwelling units so that a caretaker and a person in need, or a relative of the occupant of the home, may live in the same single family home, but with separate living quarters. This could be accomplished through the following Code changes:

· Define accessory apartments or accessory dwelling units as a residence where the accessory apartment may have separate kitchen, bathing and sleeping areas while utilizing the primary residence utilities (i.e. heat, electricity, water).

· Permit such accessory apartments in residential zones with a provision for code enforcement including providing minimum and maximum floor areas for the accessory apartment and requiring proof of a caretaker or family relationship (such as a contract).

5-3: The Town will continue to seek funding for housing rehabilitation programs through grants but may want to develop another program such as a property tax abatement program to encourage upgrade and maintenance of older homes.

Approximately 28% of the town housing units were built prior to 1940, many of which are in need of major repairs. The Town has actively sought grants through state and federal agencies for rehabilitation of housing but has not yet been successful. The Town will explore the possibility of working with not-for-profit rural preservation organizations or like-organizations to establish a housing rehabilitation program for low-income residents in Poestenkill who lack the financial resources to maintain their homes.

Many homeowners are reluctant to make improvement to their residences because they fear a property tax increase. Although not all types of home improvement projects result in increased taxes, it is a common misconception that often serves as a disincentive for housing rehabilitation.

To encourage enhancement of Poestenkill’s residential neighborhoods, the Town will consider adoption of a NYS Real Property Tax Law 485(b) program. New York State authorizes this program but a municipal resolution is required for a community to adopt it. The 485(b) program will allow the Town to give a property owner a 50% tax exemption on the increase in assessed valuation in the first year after an improvement has been made, decreasing at 5% per year for a period of ten years. The program will be complimented by a public outreach effort to make property owners aware of what types of improvements may result in an increase in assessed valuation.

Goal 6: The Town will encourage the development of new, and the expansion of current business enterprise that is compatible with the existing character of the town of Poestenkill.

Objectives

6-1: The Town will examine expanding the existing Commercial/Light Industrial (CLI) zone.

To create opportunities for increased local employment and economic activity, consideration should be given to expanding to the west the existing commercial light industrial zone (see Chapter IX Land Use and Zoning for a definition of this zone) located on NY Route 355 in a manner and scale consistent with and appropriate to the surrounding area and character of the town. Expanding the CLI zone into the Route 66 area, between Weatherwax Road and Vosburgh Road, will enable existing businesses not currently in the CLI zone to seek expansion, as well as provide the Town with the opportunity for new industry.

When considering proposals for commercial and light industrial uses, the Town should be cognizant of the following:

· Threats to natural and agricultural resources, the environment and the rural character of the town.

· Proposed expansions of zone should take into consideration the existing infrastructure such as roadways, site conditions, water supply (lack of county water and sewer service).

· Actions taken in this area should be designed so as not to discourage the existing pattern of residential development.

· “Clean industry” should be encouraged.

6-2: The Town will endeavor to provide a mechanism that will support the retention and expansion of nonconforming use businesses within the town with limitations that ensure compatibility with surrounding neighborhoods.

The existing Town of Poestenkill Zoning Ordinance requires a use variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals to change a nonconforming use to another nonconforming use and does not permit the “extension, alteration, enlargement or reconstruction” of a nonconforming use. As many of the nonconforming businesses in the town are important to the community, it is recommended that the Town support the continuation of the nonconforming uses when it is determined that the business is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood and the highest and best use of the land. It is specifically recommended that the Town:

· Create floating zones that allow certain commercial and/or light industrial uses outside of the CLI zone if the proposed use fulfills requirements that will ensure that the use will not impose on surrounding residential parcels. The floating zones could have a sunset provision that reverts the zoning back to the underlying zone should the use be discontinued for a period of time. The zones could also have additional requirements on minimum lot size, buffers and/or setbacks, noise, hours of service and other issues that may interfere with neighboring residential uses. Floating zones can be limited to certain zones, where the addition of commercial and/or light industrial uses will not create as great an imposition.

6-3: The Town will endeavor to allow for professional offices to be established in all residential zones, where appropriate by virtue of the existing special permitting process, in order to provide services for residents.

As the Town of Poestenkill ages and increases in population, more services for families and the elderly will be necessary for residents to maintain their quality of life in the town. In order to attract additional professional offices such as medical services, the Town will allow, with a special permit, the establishment of professional offices in all residential zones.

Professional offices would include allowing persons with professional occupations to maintain home offices within their existing homes in all residential zones. If a professional practice is not to be occupied within the home of the professional, but rather in a free standing structure, said structure may be permitted in all residential zones as long as it has a similar residential design in size, nature, character and aesthetics so as to blend with existing residential neighborhood.

During the permitting process, the Town will take into consideration traffic volume likely to be engendered by location of new professional office in that it must be consistent with existing levels in the community. Furthermore, the signage regulations will be strictly enforced and signage is encouraged to be designed in a manner that is not obtrusive or offensive to residential neighborhood.

6-4: The Town will support development of programs that encourage sustainable owner operator farming in the town.

The Town of Poestenkill recognizes the importance of agriculture, both as an industry and as a land use. As a land use, agriculture provides such unique benefits as the aesthetic quality of scenic landscapes, the preservation of open spaces, and the productive use of prime soils. To encourage the continuation of agricultural use of land, the Town will:

· Recognize the desire of our residents and those residents in surrounding towns and villages to obtain local “home grown” vegetables and fruits and other farm products;

· Establish incentives to promote the agricultural industry. The Right to Farm Law is important as it provides a formal statement of local support for agricultural operations. The Town should go further by working with federal, state and local entities to obtain increased technical assistance and capital support for local farms;

· Encourage to work with the Rensselaer County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board, Rensselaer Taconic Land Conservancy and similar organizations in exploring techniques for preservation of farm land, open spaces, wooded areas and natural vegetation, e.g., purchasing development rights for farming, exploring land trust options, creating land conservation zones;

· Promote local farmers’ market for Poestenkill farmers to sell their produce, farm products and value-added farm products;

· Encourage consumer/resident support for local farmers through education and awareness activities, such as community gardening projects, 4-H demonstrations and school and church presentations; and

· Take a leadership role in establishing an Agricultural Development Advisory Council composed of local farmers, 4- H leaders, representative from Cooperative Extension, representative from Soil Conservation, representatives from Poestenkill Town and Planning Boards and other relevant parties and organizations from the local, county and state level.

· Review local laws and ordinances to ensure that they are not onerous to the agricultural community.

· Not extend public water and/or sewer infrastructure into prime agricultural areas.

· Require buffers between new development and agricultural operations.

· Maintain steady tax rates to keep farm operations profitable.

6-5: The Town will encourage small retail commercial development in, and in proximity to, the hamlet in order to strengthen the hamlet as a commercial, retail, entertainment/tourism center, without sacrificing its rural small town character.

Additional retail and services-related commercial will be encouraged by creating a new, mixed use Hamlet District (Hamlet 2) for lands adjacent to the current Hamlet District. The Hamlet 2 District will be the same in all aspects as the existing Hamlet District with the following exceptions:

· Commercial uses defined as “retail business or services, not otherwise mentioned herein” in the “District Schedule of Use Regulations” will only be permitted with a special use permit.

· Uses defined as a “community residence,” “nonprofit recreation or athletic facility” or “veterinarian’s office or animal hospital” will be permitted with a special use permit.

· Minimum lot size may be increased to a size to be determined by the Town Board.

The Town will seek to attract independently owned businesses such as specialty retail shops, craft businesses, antique shops, bed and breakfast establishments, inns, country stores, book shops, galleries, etc. in and around the hamlet, designed to attract and encourage a seasonal tourist business.

The Town will explore opportunities to expand and create parking in and near the hamlet that will improve convenience for customers and will encourage new businesses to locate in the vicinity of the hamlet.

The Town will work with local microenterprise programs to encourage more Poestenkill residents to participate. Microenterprise programs can provide comprehensive technical assistance, job training and education, and financing of business start-up and expansion of existing small business.

6-6: The Town will encourage home occupations including crafts, woodworking and other cottage industries.

The number of home occupation establishments in Poestenkill is growing and is likely to continue to grow. The Town should maintain its support for these businesses.

6-7: Provide water and sewer infrastructure to areas intended for commercial and industrial uses when it is cost efficient and to areas with contaminated groundwater. Encourage the provision of infrastructure such as natural gas and T-1 telephone lines to areas of commercial and industrial uses, the schools and the hamlet area.

Public water and sewer would help the growth and expansion of industrial and commercial concerns in areas where the Town would like such growth. It would also allow the creation of higher density senior apartments, as well as allow more businesses such as restaurants and laundromats in the hamlet area, where lots are small for the size septic systems that would be required. Unfortunately, the installation of public water mains and the creation and maintenance of water supplies are expensive and can be cost prohibitive. Alternative funding sources to standard bonding, such as the NYS revolving loan programs for both water and sewer, the Self Help Program, CDBG Small Cities and USDA Rural Community Development funds can help ameliorate costs.

Private companies and franchises provide much of the existing non-transportation infrastructure in the town. Niagara Mohawk, as holder of the natural gas service franchise in the town, should be encouraged to provide gas service along NYS 66 and NYS 351 to supply to the businesses, schools and residences along these roads.

Goal 7: The Town will endeavor to balance the rights of individuals with the needs and welfare of the community.

In adopting regulations and laws, including zoning laws in particular, the Town should, to the greatest extent possible, maximize both individual and neighborhood property rights. It can do this by considering all appropriate factors that can be used to minimize the negative impact of individual actions on others while at the same time imposing the fewest possible limitations on the individual property owner’s actions. Items to consider which can maintain the character of affected areas without excessive restriction of property owners in the use of their own land include, among others, lot sizes, density of residential settlement and the creation of buffer zones. The Town Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals should also provide such a balance when applying zoning laws to applications in front of them.

Table 2: Major Subdivisions Approved in the Town of Poestenkill,

1985-2004

Subdivision Name

Location

Year Approved

Number of Lots

Heather Ridge

Vosburg Road & Holloway Lane

1985

48

Pleasant Hill

Hinkle Road

1985

15

Deer Creek

Route 351

1986

21

Algonquin Estates

Algonquin Beach Road

1986/1986

27/44

Nursery Estates

Route 355 & Dino Lisa Drive

1987

8

Pine Meadows

Laura Drive

1987

13

Reichard

Reichard Farm Road

1987

3

Moules Lake

Route 355; Carol Place;

Daisy Lane; Todd Drive

1987/1987/

2000/2004

3/3/8/5

Holser Subdivision

Lynn Road

1988/1995

13/ 6

Clayton Johnson

Oak Hill Road

1988

3

Common Farms

Hinkle Road

1988

8

Winding Ridge

Algonquin Beach Road

1991

7

Victorian Estates

Weatherwax Road

1993/94

14

Skyview Meadows

Snyders Corner Road

1994/1999

7/6

Shuhart

Grandview Drive

1997

6

Clemente

56 Road

1997

6

Henry Duncan

NY 355

1999

4

Futia/Laraway

Plank Road

2002

4

Hammond Hills

Weatherwax Road

2004

4

Buckingham Place

Abbey Road

2004

19

Source: Town Assessor & Building Inspector.

A watershed is the area of land where all of the water that is under it, or drains off of it, goes into the same stream, river, lake, or other waterbody. 


     – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency








Intermittent streams only flow seasonally or after rain. They can easily be overlooked when dry, but have great impact on larger downstream waters and warrant attention. Many flow directly into the Hudson and its tributaries, wetlands, and other water bodies, influencing water quantity and quality.





� Photo by Jim de Waal Malefyt








� DEC stocking trout in Poesten Kill


Photo by Jim de Waal Malefyt








Wetlands are areas saturated by surface or groundwater sufficient to support distinctive vegetation adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.





Forest fragmentation occurs as large patches of forest are divided into smaller areas, often by clearing for new roads or development. Fragmentation decreases forest habitat quality and health, disrupts wildlife movement, and facilitates the spread of invasive species. These impacts are greatest at forest edges but can extend for hundreds of feet into forest patches, often displacing sensitive species that depend on interior forest.
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